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FOREIGN. 





The packet ship Roscius, arrived at New York, 
brings Liverpool! dates to the 12th January. The 
Toronto arrived out on the 10th; the St. Patrick had 
a rough passage out. ‘The Liverpool was off Liver- 
pool on the 12th. No intelligence of the packets 
England or the United States. ; 

Europe appears quiet. Markets and business stea- 
dy. The triumph of the Guizot ministry was the 
theme of exultation with the French journals. 

Great Brirain. The revenue tables of the year ex- 
pibit quite an increase in almost every item. 


The main items of improvement both on the year 
and on the quarter, are from customs, excise, and 
other departments which are looked on as in some 
measure a test of the prosperity or depression of the 


Binass of the community. 


The Texas question. According to the correspon- 
dence of the Times, the British government has de- 
nanded from that of France, ‘‘a categorical answer 
o the question, whether or not the French govern- 
ent was affecting at the same time to join in the 
ndeavors of the British government to maintain the 
statu quo in Texas, whilst in reality it was giving, 


surance that inno event would any steps be taken by 
is government in the slightest degree hostile, or 
vhich would give the United States just cause of 
ompiaint.” The Siecle adds a statement which it 
oes not guarantee, though derived from a respecta- 


mble souric: 


“It is said that England was disposed, for the sake 
f M. Guizot, to make some concession relative to 
he right of search, on condition that our cabinet 
should join that of Lendon to obtain an European 
eclaration against the annexation of Texas to the 
nited States; in other words, on condition that 
‘vance should eventually make common cause with 
Eosland against the American Union.” 

_ The other journals appear to place no confidence 
a) thistale of the Siecle. 

Colonel George Macdonald, late governor of Sier- 
alvone, has been promoted to the government of 
Dominica, West Indies. 

li is said that the duty on raw cotton would be re- 
nuved, and that on tea reduced one half. The three 
per cents were to be reduced to 23. 

A great effort is now making in many parts of 
Egland, to get rid of a portion of the income tax. 
_ The affarr of the church engrosses no small atten- 
fon on the part of the British press. 

IntLanp. The Catholic prelates, who espoused 
he charitable bequest act,are becoming very unpopu- 
ar,and there is said to bea design upon the life of 
archbishop Murray. 

O'Connell announces his intention to prevent the 
ris members from attending the next parliament. 


Franc z. M. Guizot has again triumphed; he had a 
jority of 7 to 2 in the appointment of a commit- 
e lor drawing up the address. The ministerial 


‘rsis,” of which the papers were so full a few 


The total revenue for the year is £51 235.538 | 
The total revenue for the quarter 12,705,693 
The total increase on the year 1,163,595 
The total increase on the quarter 493,916 


Germany. The late Solomon Heine, ‘‘an Israelite 
indeed,” of Hamburg, has left £140,000 to different 
charities; to each of his clerks £60 for each year of 
service; £40,000 to each of his sons-in-law, and to 
his son, his residuary legatee, a property equivalent 
to £60,000. 

Parestine.—Jews returning. The influx of Jews 
to the Holy Land, says a contemporary paper, has 
been very great of late. There is no more room 


over a part of the Turkish quarter. 

Sanpwicn Istanps. Triumph of benevolence. The 
Rev. Dr. Anderson, secretary of the American 
board, remarked at a recent public meeting in Bos- 
ton, that twenty-five years ago the Sandwich Islan- 
ders were found by our missionaries in the lowest 
state of savage degradation, almost enterely desti- 
tute of dress as well asof houses. Now a very 
large portion of them enjoy the usual comforts of 
civilized life. Thea they had no conception of the 
expression of thought by writlen language; but since 
their language has been reduced to writing by the 
missionaries—one hundred and fifty millions of print- 
ed pages have not been sufficient to meet the de- 
mands of the native inhabitants for reading. — Up. 


communion of different evangelical churches, who 
have continued to adorn their profession—about one- 
third of the entire population. 





' civilization. 
The first Royal teetotaller. About twenty years 
_ago, the king of the Sandwich Islands, perceiving that 


intemperance was becoming general among his sub-. 


jects, called his chiefs together, and after a speech 

on the evils of intoxication, proposed that they 
‘should unite with him in a pledge to drink in future 
only water, and thus set an example to the people — 
a pledge which, says a gentleman recently from the 
| Islands, has been sacredly observed. 

Brazu. The insurrectionary movements on the Rio 
Grande have been suppressed, and the rebels have 
surrendered. It was reported that Gen. Paez had 
marched to the Corrientes, on his route to attack the 
| Buenos Ayrean army thatis beseiging Montevideo. 

Cusa. Exports. The sugar of 1845, it is stated, 
will reach 650,000 boxes, notwithstanding the 
‘draught of last season. The average for five years 
| preceding was 712,000 boxes. The coftee crop of 
| 1844, may be said to be no crop at all. 
| Centra America. Isthmus survey. Capt. Liot, 
|of the Royal Mail Packet Company, accompanied by 
|an eminent surveyor, sailed afew days since from 
| Port Royal for the Isthmus of Panama. 
ject is to discover the readiest means of facilitating 





|communications between the Atlantic and Pacific. | 
‘Should their report be favorable, the necessary | 


| funds for the work, it is said, are ready. 
| Mexico. 


‘na. Rejon has not yet been taken. Santa Anna 


‘remained a prisoner at the castle of Perote, where) 
' he can contemplate somewhat cooly upon the fate of | 


in Jerusalem for them; they have already spread | 


Their ob-, 


Vera Cruz dates to the 3lst Jan. are re. 
‘ceived. Senor Antonio Haro, Santa Anna’s former | 
‘minister of finance, had escaped and reached Hava- | 


rey, declared against the presentzove rnor, Michei* 
toreno, and by driving off the horses ahd cattle in the 
neighborhood of Monterey, have placed him in a 
state of seige. The object is todrive him and all 
his followers out of California. Whether they will 
succeed or not is considered doubtful. 
Boston Daily Adv. 

Sanra Fe. We have before us a letter from Chil- 
-huahua, dated the 2ist of December. The news 
from Santa Fe is tothe 24th of November. Simuel 
'C. Owen’s company arrived at Santa Fe on the 20th 
| of October. Dr. Connelly’s and Captain Speyer’s 
| caravans had not arrived up to the 24th of Novem- 
iber. Dr. O. and Capt. 8. had been to Santa Fe and 
| purchased a number of mules and sent them to as- 
sist the wagons, a number of the mules they left the 
| United States with, having perished with the black 
|tongue. These expeditions it was thought, would 





| prove disastrous in consequence of the Jateness of 
'the season when they 'eft Independence. 


They en- 
countered a heavy snow storm on the head waters of 
the Arkansas. 

Indian hostilities stéll troubled New ° lexico. 


| ‘The news of Mr. Polk’s election had reached Chil- 
| huahua. 
wards of thirty thousand have been admitted to Lie | 
| quence. 

| 22 S°POSTSCRIPT. 
Formerly they were | 
through the king, to the American minister an as-4 ruled by a few despots; now they have a well adjust-| 
ed code of laws, the regular administration of jus. 
tice, and all the common blessings of freedom and | 


it produced a great sensation there. The 
people of that place think a war will be the conse- 
[N. O. Picayune. 
Since placing the above in 
type, the arrival of the steamer Hibernia, at Boston, 
furnishes Liverpool dates as lJate as the 4th inst.— 
They afford very little other news than accounts of 
the continued activity of trade, steadiness of prices 
abundance of money, and continued triumphs of the 
Guizot ministry in France. 


In Switzerland the cantons are quarrelling with 
each other, and some fighting has occurred in Lu- 


-cerne and Berne. 
Had the Hibernia waited a few hours, the queen's - 


message to parliament would have reached here. It 
was expected that Ireland would be mentioned in 


soothing terms, and t.at some modification in the 


duty on sugar would be propcsed. Mr. Gladstone 
had quit the cabinet, it is supposed, on account of 
the proposed change in this respect. 


England, the Zollverein, and Austria. The nature of 
proceedings taken in Rngiand towards the conclusion 
of a commercial treaty with the Zollvere nis a ques 
tion of interest in Germany. No credit is given to 
the idea of a revival of the negotiations, because it 
is alledged that the propositions of England tend to 
prevent, for a certain lapse of time, any rise of im- 
port duties in Prussia on English manufactures, such 
as twists and woollen and cotton cloths. On the 
other hard, it issaid that the English government 
hopes to obtain concessions in the admission of her 
iron articles. All these schemes are not likely to be 
realized. It was supposed that Austria would effect 
a systematic reform in her tariff of custom house 
duties, so as lo approximate it more nearly to that of 
the Zollverein; but this supposition was unfounded 
for the Austrian governments prefers augmenting its 
resources by indirect imports rather than to levy 
direct taxes; it considers the system it has adopted 

as protective of trade. The Austrian customs ylelu 
about 20,000,000 florins (convention money) per an- 


Hays since is over for the present. The official or- | the poor Texians he held there so long. The Mexi-} num,about 100,000,006 franes—an enormous am sunt; 
‘can congress had resolved themselves into a national’ but there are about 60,000 persons employed in the 


Pals, Whose language had for some days been vast- 
Rete e i nt. The majority 
roClaimed a signal vietory—intrigue has been 
Tushed—the coalition of the “Gauche” and Centre- 
he has been conquered, if not entirely dissolv- 
oo conservative majority has rallied; affairs have 
r retrieved and henceforth ministeis may boldly 
'¢ confidently await the struggle on the address.— 
@ Commerce hesitates not to pronounce it “one 
the most unexpected, strange, instructive, and 
oo spectacles that France has witnessed since 
he origin of parliamentary government.” 
toe French government do not expect much ad- 
. age from the trade with China; the English and 
“elicans having monopolised the market for white 
herp calicoes,—the Russians for cloth, 
ee for printed calicoes. 
he “miral Dupetit Thouars has arrived in Paris, and 
\; -PPesition press immediately seized upon every 


Bing eo; al pve l 
> 5. connected with him and his transactions in the 


‘eile, to turn to political account. 

bree. appears to be muchi as usual. 
n Captured and shot. 

Vol. XV IE Si 25, 


igrand jury, and on the night of the 23d were inves- 
tigating his case and deliberating on his earnest ap- 
'peals for permission to ieave the country forever. 
‘Some commiseration seems to be awakened for him 
at Mexico, but at Vera Cruz they are loud in de- 
manding his life as forfeited by his treachery in his 
‘recent assaults upon Puebla. On the night of the 
6th, he made his principal assault with 4000 troops 
and 14 pieces of artillery. Gonizvez Arevalo was 
killed in gallantly leading on the attack. The Pueb- 
lans most spiritedly withstood every assault and 
‘finally triumphed. Santa Anna lost 800 men before 
the place. 

The sisters of charity resident in Mexico repaired 
at once to Puebla, when that city was menaced, to 
afford their pious congolations and ministry to the 
wounded and dying. Gen. Tornel had been serious- 
ly ill, but at last accounts was convalescent. 


Cauirornia. A letterdated at Mazatlan, in De- 
cember last, informs us that on the 14th of the pre- 





| fornia, in the vicinity of San Francisco, and Munte- 


customs, whose combined salaries amount to nearly 


40,009,000 francs. 
| IRELAND. 
amounts to 22,000 rank and file. 
'to be alarmed at some negotiations between the au- 

Ata meeting of the Repeal 


The military foree now in Ireland, 
O'Connell appears 


thorities and the pope. 
nie Hi o ' — a , . , 
Association on the 20th, he said that the receipt from 


| Rome had been obtained under the most suspicious 
| circumstances—that it was imtended to keep up and 


promote the spirit of benevolence and charity, and 
(hat it had nothing to du with the laity or with re- 
peal. The pope had no control over their tempora- 
| ry affairs. He was ready to believe that no coacor- 
dat was thought of, but he was certain that some- 
thing more injurious was meditated. He recom- 
mended that lord French and his son John O’Connell 
should be sent as a delegation to Rome, for the pur- 
pose of laying a statement of their case before his 
| holiness, and to implore of him not to thwart them 
‘in their peaceful exertions (in common with ther 





Zurbano had j vious month the people at the northern part of Cali. | Protestant fellow countrymen) to obtain a resteratren 
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NILES NA‘'PIOINAYS 
NATIONAL AFFAIRS, 
APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT, 

By and with the advice and consent of the senate. 

Samuel Nelson present chief justice of the state 

of New York to be associate justice of the supreme 


court of the United States to succeed the lamented 
judge Thopmson. 


Jozeph Eaches, Bernard Hooe, and Robert Breck- 





elt, to be jusyjces of the peace in the county of Alex- 


andria, D.C. 
Thomas W. Herndon, of N. Carolina, to be con- 
sul of the U. States for the port of Galveston, Texas; 
‘vice Duff Green, resigned. “ 
Washington Reed. of North Carolina, to be con- 
sul for the United States for the port of Sagua la 
Grande, in Cuba; vice P. J. Devine, reiected by the 
senate. 
Win. P. Chandler, of Delaware, to be consul of 
the United States at Puerto Cabello, Venezuela; vice 
F. Litchfield, deceased. 





Britain, or between either of the two govermnents 
and the minister of the other, in relation to that sub- 
‘jeet since that time, [ have to say that, in my opini- 
on, as the negotiation is still pending, the informa- 
‘tion sought for cannot be communicated without pre- 
‘judice to the public service. I deem it proper, how- 
éver, to add, that considerable progress has been 
' made in the disenssion, which has been carried on 
‘in a very amicable spirit between the two govern- 
iments, and that there is reason to hope that it may 
be terminated, and the negotiation be brought to a 
close, within a short period. 

| J have delayed answering the resolutions under the 
(expectation, expressed in my annual message, that 
the negotiation would have been terminated before 
| the close of the present session of congress, and that 
\the information cailed for by the resolution of the 
|senate might be communicated. Joun TYLer. 


| 
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PopuLar vore— Presidential election. We jy. > 
page 397, a statement of the popular vote feisen a 
Baltimore .dmerican. A statement which we fi, Mi 
the Globe differs somewhat, and has a larger agore ts, 
vote, and possibly has been more deliberately = 
piled; we insert it therefore. = 
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| Tre OreGon siti, which passed the house of re- 


| presentatives by a large majority last week, was re 


Oliver B. Hill, to be receiver of public moneys at | ferred, by the senate, to their committee on foreign 


New Orleans; vice Thomas Burrett, appointed col- 
lector there. 

Arthur Bridgeman, to be register of the land office 
at Fairfield. lowa; vice Wm. Rose, deceased. 

John S. Horner, to be register of the land office at 
Green Bay, Wisconsin, 


Elijah H. Gordy, to be receiver of public moneys | 


at Si. Stephens, Alabama. 


Edward F, Comegys, to be receiver of public mo- 
neys at Tuscaloosa, Alabama. 


at Detroit, Michigan. 
Lundsford R. Noel, to be receiver of public mo- 
neys at Danville, lilinoits. 


Columbus, Mississippi. 
’ PI 


office at Pontotoek, Mississippi. 

Lewis B. McCarty, to be register of the land office 
at Demopolis, Alabama. 

David k, Moore, to be receiver of public moneys 
at Demopolis, Alabama. 


Matthew Gayle, to be receiver of public moneys | er Tht. abe 
pany is forming in lowa county, Wisconsin territory, | ocr 
to emigrate to the Oregon territory; one in Musqan-| 


at Cahawha, Alabama, 

Thomas J. Hi dson, to be register of the land of 
fice at Tallahassee, Fiorida; vice Ro. 8S. Hackley, 
deceased. 

Josiah A. Noonan to be deputy postmaster, at Mil- 
waukie, Wisconsin. 

Robert W. Carson, to be deputy postmaster at Ga- 
Jena, Ulinois 

Daniel B. Turrer, to be deputy postmaster at 
Huntsville, Alabama, vice Geo. Cox, resigned. 


Treaty witr New Grawnapa. We 


on his present visit home, sueceeded, though with- 
out any instructions to that end, in forming a treaty 


with that government, which places American pro- | 


ducts upen the same terms as British. 


[ Nut. Int. 


DIPLOMATIC. 
Mr. William Brent, has been presented to the go- 


vernment, and the special agent of our government | 


there, Mr. Watterson, was about to return home. 


- 


Stave Trapve. A message was delivered from pre- | 


sident Tyler to congress on the 20th instant, furnish- 
ing information derived from Henry A. Wiser, our 
minister at Brazil, declaring that American citizens 
ard American vessels are engaged in the slave trade 
to a great extent, and connected with British cap 
tal.sts, btckers, bankers, and others. The president 


comments strongly upon this nefarious traflic, com-— 


mends Mr. Wise upon his scill in finding out the facts 
he communicates to the house, and hopes congress 
will aid him in his exertions, Referred to the 
committee on foreign relations and ordered to be 
printed. 


Tue OreGon NEGOTIATION— Official. The follow- 
ing message from the president was sent to the sen- 
ate on the 20th inst.— 


Washington, February 19, 1845. 
To the senate of the United States: 

In answer to the resolutton of the senate of I]th 
December, 1844, requesting the president to lay be 
fore the serate, if in hes judgment that may be done 
without prejudice to the publie interests, a copy of 
any instructions which may have been given by the 


understand | 
that Mr. Blact ford, before leaving New Granada | 


Qur new charge at Buenos Ayres, | 


| relations. 
consideration. 


That committee now have the bill under 
A brief period indeed remains for 


‘the senate to act upon so important a Dill, besides at- 


iremain for business. 
The New York Anglo American, 


| tending to all the other subjects which crowd upon| Y° 
the close of a session of which but eight days now 


of the 15th inst. | Mississipp! 


|ina Jeading editorial on the subject, takes occasion 


ito say, that ‘*War between the two nations is out of | 


‘the question; the sensible part of the people of eitber 
Robert A. Forsyth, to be register of the land office | . ¢ P pcop 


‘nation are sure to be opposed to it, for war is a bad 
settler of difficulties. 


much as possible avowed 


| England and the United States. 


| 


and not at all from a wish to extend the British do- 
iminion. <A war party here may chance 
things, but there is not a war party in Englard.” 

| Oregon expeditions. We see it statedthat a com- 


tine, Cedar, and Scott counies, Lowa territory; ano- 


;county; Gone family at least, and several young men 
from Rock Island county, and some from Ohio, are 
making preparations fer a journey to Oregon. 

[St. Louis Rep. 


ee 


NAVAL. 


The U. States frigate Sarennah. Com. AnMsTRONG, 
was at Hilo, Sandwich Islands. 34st September last; 
also, H. B. M. ship Carysfoot, Lord George Paulet. 
At Honolula on the 24th September, H. B. M. ketch 
| Basilisk, and French transport ship Lion. 


The Pctimac, U. S. frigate, Com. Conner, passed 
the Moro Castle a fortnight since in dashing style, 


vannah harbor. 


(of Mexico, thatan American frigate had bombard- 
ied Monterey. [Not probable ] 

The Bainbridge, U. 8. frigate, recently run from 
her anchorage at Montevideo, to the light at the en- 
trance of Rio de Janeiro, in 4 days, 19 hours, and 30 
minutes; a distance of nearly 1,100 miles. Her B. 
'M. brigantine Dolphin, left the anchorage two days 
before the Bainbridge for the same destination; both 
entered the harbor of Rio at the same time. 


30. in lat, 23 lous. 85, standing southward. 


Capt. Voorhees and the Argentine squadron. The 
Boston Daily Adveriser, has Buenos Ayres dates to 
the 20th November. 

iner had been to Buenos Ayres to have an interview 
with Rosas, in order to settie the difficulty arising 
‘from the capture of the Argentine squadron before 
Montevideo, by capt. Voorhees of tne frigate Con- 
gress. Qur letters state that the matter is concluded 
amicably, but if the papers are to be depended upon, 
this has been done by throwing the blame upon capt. 
Voorhees. The “British Packet’"—a paper which, 
it will be recollected, is entirely in the Rosas in- 
terest—of November 9th, before the conclusion of 
the negotiation, says—*We are glad to learn that 
commodore Turner, of the United States navy, has 
disapproved in the most formal manner of the con- 


It may aven.te an insuii—it | [linois 57,920 
may redress a wrong, but the name should be as; Wyehizan 


by people whose mutual 
7 ie atin . >? ' 5 
Wm. Dowsing, to be register of the land office at} pejations are so numerous and so intimate as those of 


; We can easily be- | 
Andrew J. Kdmunson, to be register of the land |lieve the British govern nent to be dilat ry about the | 


isettiement of the question, chiefly because the sub. | 
ject is of little value to either country at present, | 


to precipitate; « 


her in Gelena and Dubuque; another in.the south-| 
pern counties of Iilinois; several famities in Mercer 


‘all sails set, with a fair breeze and aachored ia Ha- 


A rumor prevailed, at our last dates from the city | 


The U.S. ship Constitution was signaliged Jan. | 


It states that commodore Tur- | 


executive to the AWrrican minister in England on duct of eapt. Voorhees, in regard to the Argentine 
the subjeet of the title to and occupation of the tere Sqtadron, off Montevideo; he on his arrival at that 
ritery of Oregon sinee the 4th day of March, 1341, port spontaneonstly tendered & feomovodore Toil every 
alsv, @ Copy of any cuolfespondence which may have sati-faction in his power’—and the Packet gees on 
assed between this goverument and that of Great to abuse capt. Voorhees in good set terms. | 


Maine. | 45,715 
N. Hampshire} 27,170 
Vermont 18 O41 
Massachusetts} 53.039 
R. Island 4 847 
Connecticut. 99 841 
New York 237,583! 
New Jersey | 37.495) 
Pennsylvania | 167,535! 
Delaware : 5 971 
Maryland 32.676 
Virginia 473 590 
Carolina 39.337 
3. Cerrolina 50.000 
| Georgia. 44 154 
|; Alabama 36,022] = 24 87: 
25,125 19.20: 
13,477 12 Sis 
59,917) 
51,955) 
149 059) 
70 18} 
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STATES OF THE UNION. 








New York. .2ati-rent trials. Theterim of the 
court of oyer and terminer specially called by act 
of the present legislature, to try the anti-rent pris 
-soners in Columbia Co., commenced on Monday,a 
tludson, the Hon. Coarles H. Ruggles presiding, 
_ Attorney General Parker has been designated by the 
governor in behalf of the state i the prosecution of 
the prisoners. Ambrose L Jordon, of New York, 
formerly of Columbia Co., has been retained by the 
anti-rent association to appear in behalf of the pri 
soners 

U. S land distribution fund received and appropritt: 
ed. By a bill which has passed both branches of the 
legislature, the U. States land distribution fund tu 
at length been received and appropriated to the 
school fund of the state. 


PENNSYLVANIA. Geological survey. Professor Re 

gers, geologist of the state of Pennsylvania, bas cou 
pleted a most iateresting survey of Mercer Co. Pa, 
and which shows that coal is to be found abufdanitly 
in all parts of the county, in veins of from three 
six feet thick, and easily accessible. 

The Erie ‘‘extension canal runs forty-five miles 
through this coantry, affording transportation facile 
ties that will not be neglected.” 

| Nort Carona. Deaf and dumb asylum. The 
legislature of this state has appropriated the annua 
sum of $5000, from the first day of May vext, for 
the support of a deaf and dumb aud blind asylum © 
be opened at Raleigh. 

Avanama. The legislature having closed their se 
sion— The Flag of the Union thus notices their acts 

“The general laws passed are but few in number, 
but they are important in their character, and are 

such, we have no doubt, as wall find favor with the 

people. The bank Dill, to be found in another fs 
jumn, oears but liitie resemblance to the original 0! 
as reported from the bank committee. A great dl 
versity of opinion existed in the lezislature, as l the 
easiest and best mode of liquidating, finally the ™ 
fairs of the bank; and the bill as it passea 1s ihe re 
sult of a most anxious solicitude for the best jnteres 
of the state. 

Nhe apportionment bil} passed 
without setting the questions which so long de! 
its progress. It was as nearly equal in the apport’ 
ment of members to the population of the several 7 
tions of the state as it could be made, in view of '"* 
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he remaining por 


ew York. ‘ ; 
The only measures of general interest introduced, 


vhich have not been successful, in some form or other 
re the tax bill reported by the committee of ways 
nd means; and the substitute offered by Mr. Phillips, 
roviding for the addition of 25 per cent. to the pre- 
These propositions failed for the sim- 
le reason that a well founded opinion existed in the 
egisiature that they were absolutely unnecessary.— 
he bill from the committee of ways and means was 
stimated to raise $500,000. The proposition of Mr. 
Phillips would have brought $400,000 into the trea- 
Bury. The means to pay the interest on the state 
Wue on the Ist of January, 1846, inclusive, having 
een provided>and the present revenue bill being 
mply sufficient to meet every possible contingeney, 





ont tax bill. 
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d that subject. It is not as 
be desired; but if ithad not passed in its 
it 13 very possible that the state would 
tioned. 

te the two per cent. fund, as 
te has become a law; 
has cost the state thousands of dollars 
plied for 
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legislation to dispose of it, isa 

for which it was donated. 
et §100,000 in Alabama bank notes will be issued; 
is amount was received at the general land office, 
t for government lands in East Alabama. 
tion of the fuad is on deposite in 


and at fast, 


nder this 


would not have been either prudent or wise to 


ompelled to bear. 
essary perhaps to increase the taxes; but for the 
esent the legislature did well in refusing to do so. 
We find in the Mobile Rigister, of 
st week the titles of mosi of the acts of general 
terest passed during the session. 
,acts to incorporate the Mobile and Baldwin Ma- 
facturing Company—authorising the Governor to 
oliect from the #ederal Government, the sums duc 


Acts PASSED. 


ave increased the burthens which our people are 


At the next session it will be 


Amongst them, 


e slate for advanees on account of Creek ladian 


stilities—to incorporate the Seamen’s Home—do. 
he Philomathic Society of the University of Alaba- 
a—do. the Coosa Manufacturing Company—-to es- 
viisli a Medical College at Wetumpka—to appor- 
on the representation of the several Counties, and 


divide the state into senatorial districts—to estab- 


Alabama.” 


ithe State Mutual Insurance Company—to re- 
ice the rate of salvage on bales of cotton—more 
iectually to secure the collection of debts against 
brporations—cuncerning trading boats and traffic 
ith slaves—to regulate admiralty proceedings a- 
inst steamboats, &c. navigating tse inward waters 


Amongst the joint resolutions, was one on the sub- 


et of postage—on the resolutions of Massachusetts 
bd S. Carolina—recommer.ding a Nationa! Founda- 


lor the South—on the subject of biennial sessions 


the legislature—and a memorial to congress. 


a 


We herewith complete the record of the official 


les of the several slates by annexing that of Ar- 


sas, the only one that has not been inserted in 
paper. ‘The amount of Polk’s majority in this 













Mement differs slightly from its representation in 











" relation to 


t Globe’s table. 
ArKANnsas—( Official. ) 
Polk. Clay. Polk. Clay. 
Kansag 93 80]! Monroe 73 = 92 
adley 154. 144] Madison 366 63 
piton 351 96| Newton 14016 
away 288 97 | Ouachita 184. 220 
wierd = 565 = 387 | Pulaski 528 438 
itenden 129° 109 | Pope 303° Ql 
ark 217 174} Philips 276 230 
he 158-210 | Perry 65 33 
al 95 =: 127 | Poinsett 171 29 
anklin = 961 146| Handolph 341 59 
een 206 37] Sevier 301 114 
_ 359 314 | Saline 219 130 
. + Vile 937 120 Scoti 167 35 
a ont'y§ “ ™ {| St. Francois 269 39 
pendence 335 273] Union 409 214 
oot 147 139| Van Buren 1421 46 
ee 184 124] Washington 729 378 
na 431 141} White 123 96 
ona 70 39 | Yeil 249 80 
ence 267 112 
9546 5500 
5500 
Polk’s maj. 4,060 
_ TRADE AND COMMERCE. 





Ropy . rr 
lise TABLE RAIL ROADS. The Boston 
er of Saturday co 


Daily Ad- 


ntains a very interesting arti- 
the railroad systein in Massachu- 





setts. The efficiency, energy and sound judgment 
displayed in the management of the roads in that 
section of the Union have long been the subject of 
remark; and the conclusive evidence of them is found 
in the fact, disclosed in the extracts which we an-, 
nex, thatsfor the past yeara clear profit of 6; per, 
cent. has been realized and divided on an aggregate | 
capilal of nearly twenty two millions of dollars ex- 
pended in the construction of eleven railroads. There 
are now in Massachusetts four independent lines of | 
railroad, leading in different directions to the limits 
of the state, and into the adjoming states, which 
haveybeen for some time in operation. he article in’ 
the Advertiser says— 

The original prejectors of most of these great | 
works, in this stale, have not been mistaken in their 
confidence that they would prove beneficial to the 
public, and consequently a source of income to them- 
selves on their large investments. In other states, 
however, similar investments have led tosore disap 
pointment. The several railroads which form the 
four great lines above mentioned, have nearly ali 
been, and we have no doubt that ultimately all will 
be successful, in earning a fair but by no means an 
extravagant income to their proprietors. But it is / 
far more to the public at large than to the proprie | 
tors, that these works have been productive of bene- , 
fit. No capital has been invested in this common- | 
wealth, in a manner more manifestly promotive of, 
the public prosperity, than that which has been in- 
vested in the construction of these great routes ot 
communication between Boston and every part of the 
New England states. The benefit in income to the 
proprietors may be estiinated in dollars and cents, 
but the benefit tothe public cannot be estimated. Itis, 
however, apparent to every one who knows any thing | 
oi the comparative commercial and sociai condition j 
of this commonwealth, at this time, and ten yas 
ago. 

We here present, in a tabular form a statement of | 
the cost, of eleven finished rail roads which unite in 
forming the four lines of communication above men- | 
tioned, leading from this city. They are conducted 
in a manner to afford to the public all the accommo- 
dation which could be afforded, if each line consisting 
of several independent roads were asingle concern. 
The statement exhibits also the income and expen- | 
ses of each toad separately from the operations of | 
the last year, with the dividends paid to the stock- | 
holders, and also the aggregate cost and income ' 
of each line , and the aggregate of the four Jines. | 

Expendi- Divi | 














Receipts | 
tures, de- dends | 
Firstline. Cust to1845. in 
preciation in | 

1844. 
& interest 1844. | 
Boston & Provi- 
dence $4,856,134 $276,953 $153,834 $111,690 | 





Taunton Branch 250,100 53,563 23,762 20,000) 
New Bedford — 480,961 64,997 24,630 24,900) 
Total 74 miles 2,507,006 395,503 207,216 155,600 


Second line 
Boston & Worces’ 2,914073 4 37 233,273 217,000 | 
Western 7,636,202 753,752 652,051 80,212) 
Norwich and 2 : 

Worces’r 2,170,365 230,674 131,209 60,090 | 
Uart'd & Spring 

Ms. 146,92) —— —just op'd. | 





—— —— er ee ee 


Total 275 miles 12,917,574 1,412,863 1,016,533 357,212 | 
Third line 
Boston & Lowell 1,902,555 316,909 165,257 144,000 
Nashua & Lowell 330,000 94,587 59,643 33.000! 
Boston & Maine 1,485,461 193,199 97.115 86,401 | 


eons = 
Total 97 miles 3,763,016 604,636 322,015 263,401 | 
Fourth line 


| 
Eastern, 56 miles 2,333,044 








ees 


337,233 137,313 171,187 











21,610,729 2,750,595 1,630,082,952, 400 | 
Here we have the cost of four distinct lines of | 
railroad, consisting of eleven finished roads, chiefly 
with one exception within the state, all in regular | 
operation, amounting to 21,649,000 dollars. The | 
aggregate length, including finished branches, is 592 | 
miles. The aggregate of their receipis of income | 
during the past year is $2,750,595. 

The income, however, is chargeable with expenses 
of operation, the cost of repairs and of maintaining 
the capital from depreciation,.and the interest pay- 
able by three or four of these companies on perma- 
nent loans, amounting to $1,680,082. This compari- 
son shows a balance of net income on the whole cap- 
ital of $1,070.513. But as,in some instances, an esti- 
mate of depreciation is not carried into the account, 
and classed with expenditures, and as some small sur- 
plus is usually reserved to mect the contingency of ex- 
traordinary charges, the sum of the dividends actually 
declared and paid were but $902,400. The amount 





tener en 


845—NEW YORK BANKS. 


4 wr 
, opecie 















387 


—_ wie —— - -—— <.. —_——— 





of capital paid in, including what has been expended 
on about six miles of the Hartford and Springfield 
road which is within the state, is about $15,000,000. 


The dividends of interest, therefore, amount to an 
average of about 6 1-3 percent on the amount of 


capital stock. We may safely assume that there is 
no one of these railroads which does not afford a ben- 
efit to the public, exclusive of the income to the 
Stockholders, on this property, of a greater pecunia- 
ry value than the whole of that income. It 1s there- 
lore the special duty of the legislature to keep an 
eye to the protection of this property against its being 
destroyed by the grant of authority for the construc- 
tion of rival roads, under the pretext that the public 
are to be benefited by the competition. 

The following paragraph respecting a railroad in 
another section of the couatry, shows the advanta- 
ges of moderate rates: 

Low Fares vs. High fares. The receipts of the 
South Carolina railroad, for the last five years, as 
seer by the Hon. F. H. Et.nore, have been as ful- 
OWS: 

1840 receipts were 


Is4] és a3 $322,740 95 


319,834 44 


i342 " 334.355 95 
‘Ve then reduced freights nearly 50 per cent, 

and passenger fares nearly ss * .* 
Aud yet our receipts were— 
1843 " _ $348,355 50 
iSs44 ee ” 


ae 933,657 00 
The first year of reduction, viz. 1843, we gained 
immensely in freights, but not enough to make up ful- 
ly—but in 1844, our rates had become known and 
ur business has been immense. 
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New York—Bunks—From the annual report of the 
‘omptroller—Incorporated banks. By act, chap. 218 of 
1843, all the banks of the state are required to make 
quarterly reports to the comptroller, under the oath 
of the president and cashier. These reports have 
been made by all the banks, and an abstract thereof 
has been prepared and published quarterly, as requir- 
ed by the law referred to. 

Ail the chartered banks were required by the act 
of 1843 to make a retura of their circulating notes to 
the comptroller, and deliver their plates into his cus- 
tody on or before the Ist of July of that year, and all 
notes issued prior to Ist July, 1843, were required to 
ve burned in presence of the comptroller, or an agent 


| appointed by him, on or before the Ist of July, 1844, 


statement No. 3 shows the amount of notes destroy 
ed previous to the istof Ausust last, aud the suns 
outstanding at that time, and for the redemption of 
which the stockholders of the banks are declared b 
law to be personaily liable. The total results of this 
statement are as follows: 

Amount on hand and %n circulation, 


July Ist, 1643 $37,058,389 
Amount in actual circulation 11,647,820 
Amount on hand and 1n circulalion, 

August Ist, 1844 1,916,022 
| Amount in actual circulation 1,949,237 


Since the first day of August last, evidence has 
been received of the burning of $356,290, reducing 
the amount of non-registered nutes in the POsSessiuus 
of the banks, to $1,559,732, wlich includes the actua} 
circulation. 

The total of each denomination of rezistered notes 
in the possession of 85 incorporated baaks, on the 
first day of December, 1844, was as follows: 


One dollar notes $1,084,530 
a ge 1,191,149 
Three do 1,319,346 
Five do 5,570,120 

en do 3,744,230 
Twenty do 1,329,240 
gs ple 1,447,650 
One heudred dollar notes 2,282 900 
Five do do 9 14.900 
One thousand do 1,874,000. 


‘ene $20,733,115 
The following is a suninary of the resources aud 
liabilities of ali the bauks of this state on the first 
days of November, 1343 and 1344: 
Nov. 1, 1843. Nov. 1, 1844 
139 banks and 148 banks 
2 branches. 2 branches 


Resources. 


Loans and discount $52,392,373 $73,905,909 
Real estate 4,081,656 3,957,903 
Bonds and mortgages 3,762,037 3,419 624 
Stocks and promissory ; 
notes 11,665,311 10,773.67 
Bank fund 339 332 3a) ae 
Loss and expense account 639,238 623.775 
Overdrafts 105,947 112 194 


11,502,789 8. 968,999 
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Cash items 





3,102,8°6 6,047,528 
Bills of solvent banks 4,033,105 2,368 467 
Bills of sis p:nded banks 228,951 , 496,57. 

Die frum banks and 
bankers 9,701,067 8,767,513 
$111,614,722 $119,407,349 

Liabilities 

Bes Nov 1, 1843. Now. 1, 1844 
Capital $43.369 152 $43 618.607 
Profits 4 144.254 4.413.330 
Circulation 17,213,401 == 20,152 219 


687,287 
1534 558 
30,391 622 


Due treasurer of the state 963.198 
Due canal fund 1.157.203 
Due depositors on demand 27,387,160 


Due individuals 587.871 802,189 
Due banks . 14.642 143 14.431.103 
Due treasurer of U.S 1,645,320 2 7e6 26) 
Amount due not included in 

the above items 505.320 589,449 





$111,614,722 $119.407 349 


Already three of the incorporated banks of the 
city of New York, which have been in operation 
twenty years, have formed associations under the free 
banking la, without any apparent interruption to 
the regular banking business, aud the notes issued by 
these banks, it is believed, are in as good credit as 
any of the city banks. 

Puyment of billholders and other creditors of insolven! 


safety fund banks. 


The bavk fund, on the 30th of S ptember, 
amounted to $145.493 72 
The contribution payable on the Ist 


January, instant, will amount to 33,700 00 





Making a total of $179 193 72 

An injunction was setved on the comptroter in 
May, 1843, forbidding the payment of any portion of 
the salety fund for the redemption of circulating 
notes of those banks which had becone imsolvent 
subsequent tothe failure of the bark of Buffalo. The 





objeet of this proceeding was to protect the inlerests | — 


of depesitors and other creditors, in those banks which | 
had jailed previous to the msolveney of the Commer- 
cial bank of Baffalo, from the operation of the law 

of 1342, (chap. 247.) which authorized the whole! 
amount of the satety fund to be applied to the pay- | 
mentof bill olders, tothe exclusion of all other! 
creditors, who by the bark fund Jaw, (chap. 94, of 
1829,) were placed on the same footing as Wie notes: 
holders. Fora fuil explanation of this matter, and | 
of the operation of the law of 1842, reference is made 

to the last annual report, poges 51 to 35. 

JT) the last annual report a suggesuon was made to 
issue sto: k, based exclusively on the future coulrbu- 
tions of the bunks to the salety fund, in order to 
replenish that find and enable it to redeem, at once, | 
all the culstanding notes of jnsolvent banks, and to 
pay depositors as svou us the assets of the banks are | 
disposed of and the final order of the chancellor on 
the safety fund is made. ‘Thits seems to be the oily | 
feasible mode of doing Justice to the ered iturs of those 
backs which have becume insolvent, and at the same 
ti e relieving the suflety fund sastem from tie dian 
of baukruptey, under which whas veen sudlering saice 
1842. The sound banks have been great losers vy 
the swindting operations of some of their essuciate 
banks, and already the sum ot $1,502,170 of the 
co sinon fund of ail the banks has been paid on ac- 
countol the redemption of circulating nutes of nine 
banks which bave failed. | 

There is stilla large auount due to the creditors 
of the banks which have failed, and the solveut barks | 
are compelled to contribute hali of one per cent gts! 
nuaily curing the existence of iheir charters, or until 
these claims are tuily discharged. If these creditors 
receive interest until the principal is pall, it Cannot 
materially affect the interests of the contributing 
banks to have a stuck issued anticipating tie pay- 
ments to the safety fund. [tis believed thal tie 
measure suzyested will be beneficial to the credit | 
and characler uf the safery fund sysleim, and that this) 
consideration ought to weigh more with the bauks 
than any difference which they may eventually pay | 
between the mlereston the claims of the creditors | 
and the interest on the stock issued for the prompt 
pay went ot those claims, | 

Inquiries have been made during the month of De- | 
cember, of the receivers of the several banks, in re- 
gard to the probable dralt to be mace on the safety 
fund by each Dank alter the application of the assets 
to ne payurent od tte debts of the bank m each case. 
From the iitormation thus obiaind and irom the 
auccouuls i ates ollice, the foliow liz estinate vf the 
provabie efi renciey ob the several back naned be- 
luw bas been mude, Viz: 


Bank of Bullalo 


$150,000 00. 
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Commercial bank of Buffalo 
Watervliet bank 
Commercial bank of Oswego 
Slinton county bank 

Bank of Lyons 





100.000 00 
90,600 69 
142 00:0 00 
100,000 00 





Total $1,017,000 00 
De‘uret amount of safety fund 
on hand 179,193 72 





Amount to be provided for $337,806 28 
- the above balance, $391,985 21 is due the canal 
un 

The above balance is the amount of stock reqnir- 
ed to be issued to discharge all the obligations of the 
safety fund. 

The ten safety fund banks which have failed, con 
tributed $78 032 42 tothe safety fund. There has! 
already been paid from the safety fund in redeem 
ing c'reulating notes, the sum of $1,502 170 
Add debts now to be provided for 1.017.090 





And it makes a ioss to the safety fund, of $2.519.170 

This is the loss which the solvent safety fund 
hanks have sustained’ There thas also been a loss to 
hillholders, by the depreciation, of the cireulating 
notes of at least $350 008; while the loss to the stock- 
holders, (except so far as the management evaded 
the payment for their stock by fraud) has been three 
millions more, making an aggregate loss of $5,869,- 
1790. 

The contributions to the safety fund for the ensuing 
nine gears, will be as follows: 





In January, 1846 mt) DSU | 
Do. 1847 test 

Do. 1848 95 28] 

Do. 1849 14) 726 
Do. 1850 156 976) 

Do. 1851 130 476 
Do. 1859 128 009, 
Do. 1253 123 9u9 | 

Do. 1854 97 023 
$974,636 





| 


Free spanks. The whole number of associations | 
and mdividual bankers that have deposited public se- | 
eurities with the comptroller, and received circulating | 
notes therefor, under the act to authorize the business 
of banking, passed Apri! 18, 1838.18 109. Ten of 
the number have been closed by thei: own stock- 
holders, and their circulating notes redeemed at par, 
and returned to the hanking department, except the | 

vn of $4,147, for the redemption of which, funds 
are in the hands of the comptroller. 





Tyventy nine of the 109 banks before referred to, have | 
oeen closed by the comptroller. The aggregate cir- 
culatéon of the 29 banks at the time of failure, 
was ] 233,374 | 

Amount taken up by comptroller 1,195,746) 








Leaving the outstanding circulation $37,627 | 

There are seventy associations and individual bun | 
kers now in operation, whose ageregate cireulation | 
on the 31st December, 1844, was 5,689 697. A few of! 
these are calling in their notes, intending to close | 
their business. | 

The securities of the above banks in the hands of | 
the comptroller, consist of: | 
N Y. State Stock, 4} per cent $216,157 56) 
N. Y. State Stock. 5 per cent 1,788.72U 82! 
N. Y. State Stock, 55 per cent 492.000 00) 
N. Y. Siate Stock, 6 per cent 298 100 00. 
N. ¥. State Stock, 7 per cent 359,927 U0) 





$3,064,906 33) 
U.S. Stock, 5 per cent 55,000 00 | 
U.S. Stock, 6 per cent 50,000 00 
105,000 00 
17U,U00 U0 


518,000 U0 | 
| 
} 





Indiana 
Lilinois 
Arkansas 
Alabama 
Maine 
Michigan 
Cash deposited 


542,000 00 
34,000 00 
40,000 00 

515.293 60 
14,144.74 | 
$5,003 343 69 
1,580,527 87 


Bonds and mortgages 


$6,583,570 56 





Crty or New York. Statement of the city banks, 
Lt feb. 1845; 





Banks. Loans and dis. Specie. 
Merchants’ bank $2.974.883 $565 754 
Union % 224,540 34d ,.652 
Siate 2,347 010 962,714 
Phouix 1,782,420 233,485 


| measures tending to 
‘the oceupation of Oregon. 


2.730.758 425 9 
National 1.270058 993-4 
New York 2.009614 613 495 
America 2,135 508 446 e 
Viechanies’ banking assoc’n 881,027 79 fh 
American Exchange 1961.337 = 3)9 a 
Bank of Commerce 3,794,787 603.9). 
City Bank 1.851.200 147 pp 
Fulton 1.243.430 1025p 
Manhattan 1,259.283 954 74, 
Leather 1,189,682 176 on 
North River 1,005 688 144) 
Seventh Ward 910,698 29 


104,799 


Pradesman’s 960.514 80,199 
Butchers’ and Drovers? 1,212,796 102.24) 
Total $34,801,042 $5 576 93 


Circulation. Deposiy, 





Merchants’ bank $346,251 $3 295,749 
Union 389 503 1,650,149 
State 233.988 1,799 909 
Phenix 403 005 794 Ugg 
Mechanics’ | *397,172 1,324,358 
National 199.058 626 435 
Bauk of New York 427,244 1.673 sig 
America 196 933 1,146 855 
Mechanics’ Bankg. Assoc’n. 264.393 913 61] 
American Exchange 187 252 915.649 
Bank of Commerce 254 600 1,631,835 
City Bank 161.000 719 409 
Fulton 190,036 735,603 
Manhattan 59.971 74) 64] 
Leather 268.721 5938 410 
North River 312 740 594,610 
Seventh Ward 226.407 337 98 
‘Tradesmens’ 160 350 511.900 
Butchers and Drovers 258.396 963,65) 

Total $4,938,685 920,199,759 


The following statement presents the results: 
February. November, 


Loans and discounts $34.801 042 — §38.796 794 


Circulation 4.938 634 5 549 3sh 
Deposits 20.199 U50 23 308 a3 
Specie 5,576 920 7,136 d02 


Showing a large reduction in the movement of tie 
banks since the quarterly return for November. 








TWENTY-EIGHTH CONGRESS, 
SECOND SESSION. 





SENATE OF THE U. 8. 
Fesruary 13. Mr. Willer presented the creden- 
tigis of the Hon. W. L. Dayton, senator elect of 


New Jersey for six years from the 4th of March 


next. 

Maine resolutions. Mr. Fuirfield presented the jout 
resolutions of the jegislature of siaime instructing 
their senators in congress to give their suppor! to ail 
‘the annexation of Texas ant 
Mr. I. expressed his 
sense of his duty to obey instructions. 

The Lakes. Mr. Foster, offered a resolution that 
the secreiary of the navy report at the next session 
the present means of naval defences on the lakes 
and the best plan for providing for the general de 
fence in that qiarter, whether by the ship canal of 
Illinois or otherwise. 

Mr F. took occasion to allude to the destitution 
of defensive works on the northern frontier, and t0 
the ship canal constructed by Great Britain in Cane 
da of such dimensions as may enable her ai pleasure 
to transport her ships of war from Portsmouth to tie 
Ontario and Erie. Lies over. 

Texas. ‘Tie consideration of the joint resolutions 
from the house for the annexation of Texas was le 
sumed, 

Mr. Morehead, of Ky., arose and addressed the 
senate in favor of the resolutions recommended by 
the senute committee on foreign relations. 

The senate adjourned. is 

Fepruary i4. Mr. Diz president a resoiultioa 
from New York in favor of the simultaneous occupe 
tion of Oregon and the annexation of Texas. 

Mr. Evans, moved the reconsideration of the 
by which the bill providing for the appointment ¢ 
assistant surgeons and pursers in the navy was lf 
jected. Bs 

Mr. Tappan, from the library committee, reporlé 
a bill for tne erection of a bronze statue of W ashiiif 
ion upon the plan recommended by Persico. | fot 

A resolution previously ordered and calling ™ 
copies of the instruction of the president of the 
States to the minister to China, + us adopted. 

Aiso, resolutions calling tot mformaticn 1b 
to the Chectaw and Chickasaw contracts, or Wel 
upg elils. tas 

Also calling upon the secretary of war to repor 
to the best means of defending the lake frontier 


vole 


relation 
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“Tt ~ chair laid hefore the senate resolutions of the 
@ Cise P 


sin Jegislature urging the extinguishment of 

alegre title to jands north of Fox River in said 
the dirt Aiso for the construction of a harbor at 

mrnory-. * : 
a mouth of Shebyogan river. oe 

ne dill from the house for the admission of Towa 

relorida was received, and referred to the judi- 
a" Oe. 
iary committee, ; 
Tents The consideration of the joint resolution 

é: ts. 

from the house was resumed. 

ate Buchanan, of Pa., arose and occupied the floor 
: a speech in favor of annexation, after which, the 
eet adjourned. é ; 
EB pavary 15. Mr. Francis, presented the creden- 
2 of the Hon. Albert C. Green, senator elect from 
ja 


} 


Rhode Island for six years from the 4th of March 


gt Dix, presented the eredentials of the Hon D 


< JJickinson, senator elect from New York for six 
ars from the 4th of March next. — 
y The hill to adjust the claims arising from French 
spoliations coming Up, was,on motion of Mr. Me- 

uffie, postponed tit! Monday next. : 

Texas. ‘Thre annexation question was resumed and 
1;, Rives occupied the floor in opposition to the pro- 
nosed mode and contending that it cannot be constt- 
utionally effected but by process of treaty. 

The senate adjourned. 

Fesavary 17. The chair Jaid before the senate 
»communication from the war department, in an- 
wer toa resolution of the senate in relation to the 


acilities of approach to and intercourse with the | 


ineral rezion of Lake Superior; which was laid on 
he table and ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Fairfiell, it was 

Resolved, That the nresident of the United States be 
equesied to Tiform the senate. if not incompanble with 
he puble interest, what mesures, if any, have heen 
aken by the government ot tne Unite d Scates to ob'ain 
odress from tbe Briush government ior the iiegal cap- 
ne of the fishing schooner Argus of Portland, ang 
ther American vesselsengaged in the fisheries, under 
»nreterded infraction of the convention of 20ih Octo- 
a 1318 

On motion of Mr. Heawis, ex-president Lamar, of 
exas, was admitted to the privileged seat on the 
hoor of the senate. 
Atmospheric rail oad. 
uth Carolina railroad company to import certain 
pipes and machinery free of duty, was taken up. 
Mr. Evans, in reply to Mr. Sturgeon, of Pa., re- 
arked that this bill had relation to a late invention 
n England for the application of atmospheric pres- 
ure as @ propelling power on railroads. The pipes 
nd machinery could not be made: here, and, propa- 
iy, not by any: body else bestdes the inventor in 
‘ngland. The invention had been proved to be well 
dapted to short distances; but it had not yet been 
If introduced into 


nowledge, and prove of service not only to our me- 


hanies and artisans, but to the proprietors of tron | 


orks, and all who were interested in the consump: 
ion of that material, There was a part of the South 


aroliva raitroad which was well adapted for giving 


fair trial of this new principle. 


0 be imported was only for one mile in length. ‘The 


mount of duty in: question, in a national point of | 


eW, was very small; the object was an important 
ne. He trusted.the bill would not be opposed in tts 
passage, 


The till was ther’ ordered to be engroszed for a | 


b . ‘ 
hird reading, and was subsequently passed. 


Several private bills were ordered to be engrossed, 
fd Rouse bills referred, among them those making 
Ppropriations for naval pensions, military academy, 
iu lidian appropriations. 

Pp as Th, hi) 28 

riench spotiations. The bill to provide for the as- 


an citizens for French spoliations Coming on its pas- 
Mr. McDuffie, commenced a speech in opposition 
Othe bil, He detailed briefly the history of these 
‘aos, and argued that the various adverse reports 
hich had been made against them affurded ground 
Presuiption that they were not very strong ones. 
Weiily years’ quiet possession of real estate afford- 
id presumptive evidence of a good tithe; but in this 
* lie government was called to recognise claims 
if 
“lor nearly fifty years. 
fe part and pareel and 


WUS 


And now, when all who 
vitnesses of the transac- 
lad passed away, the claimants were aguin be- 
re the senate, asking for the passage af a sentence 
coudemnation upon General Washington and his 
Ie for such would be, in fact, the passage of a 
“ Colng that which, by implication, it will be held, 
“ Ought to have done. 

evet. 


* YicD. continued noticing the principal facts 


‘© history of these claims, and had alvanced as 


‘The bill for authorising the | 


The machinery | 


, “h had rested, or had been regarded as unfound- 


ee 


he suspended his observations, and the bill was fa: 
over, 

Aaneration of Texas. The senate having resume’ 
the consideration of the joint resolutions from th 
house of representatives for the annexation of Texa> 
to the United States— 

Mr. Woodbury, addressed the senate ina series o 
*bservations strongly in favor of the joint resolutions 
ceceived from the house. Heecontende! for the con- 
stitutionality of the resolutions, the necessity for 
coming to a conclusion upon the subject, and its great 
value and importance. Mr. W. spoke nearly three 
hours, and was succeeded by 

Me. Choate, who said he wished to sabmit some 
observations on this important subject to the atten- 
tion of the senate, but in consideration of the Jat: 
ness of the hour; he moved that the further conside- 
ration of the subject be deferre!) until to-morro yy: 
which was agreed to. 

The senate went into executive session, and then 
adjourned, 

Feproary 18 Niuluralization Laws. Mr. Archer 
, presented a memorial from 2 090 citizens of St. Louis, 
praving for a refor » in the naturalization laws. 

Mr. A. said on presenting this memorial, that the 
people of the United States had spoken in relation 
to this subject in so imposing a mannerthat little ap- 
| peared to be teft to congress but to respond to their 
voice and accord to their wishes. 

Mr. Berrien observed, that a resolution has been 
| passed directing the committee on the judiciary to 
send for persons and papers, and that under another 
resolution the appointment of a commission was at- 
!thorised to collect information upon the potnts bear- 
ling upon the question at issue. Commissions had 
i been appointed in the erties of Baltimore, Philadel} 
iphia, New York,and New Orleans; that at Saiti- 
|more would be closed during the present week; the 
|commission at Philadelphia had executed and made 
its. report; the one at New York was closed, hut the 
report was not yet received: from New Orleans the 
/cammittee had not yet heard. 
vietton of the importance of the subject, and should 
| ask the attention of the senate to it so soun as the 
returns were received, 

Geological. On motion of Mr. 
‘additional copies of the report of the geological ex 
| ploration of a part uf Wisconsin, lowa, and Tilinois, 





by Robert Dale Owen, was ordered to be printed | 


under the direction of the secretary of the trea- 
jsury. 


| buse of government property in the New York cus. | 
Mr. Dayton suvinitted the followiag reso- | 


lom house. 
lutions: 
Resolved, That the committee on the library be in 


! 


sirecied to inquire forthwuh whether aca eof books has | 


‘been forwarded witain the pasi year by the Prench 
ehamber of deputies, or any other departinent of th: 
(Preach goverament, for the use and benefit of the gu 
i vernment of the Uni'ed Sates, and, it so, that the com 
mittee tmmediaely procure posses-ion thereof, and de- 
| poste the same inthe congres-ional library. 

| Resolvcd. further, Tnat, upon the receipt of said books, 
ithe brarian vf congress be directed to acknowiled ze the 
|Same da proper terms, and that he indicate the high sens 
eniertaiied by this goverasient of the courtesy waich 
pompted their presentation. 
under a sense of shame and, humiliation. He had 
| Just read an announcement ina New York ne-vspa- 
| per that on the 16:h of January last, a most valuable 
collection of books, presented by the Rrench clam- 
ber of deputies to this government, had been pubiie 
ly sold at a custom house sale in that city for storage 
| These books consists, as staled, of ‘Recueil des His 
iforiens des Gauls de la France, a large and splend: 


| work, in twenty volumes, compiising a period ef | 
bs . ‘ . | one bundceed and two years, from the roval press oa! | 
‘rainment and payment of the claims of Ameri-| ) , 


i France, with illuminated title page, engravings, &c.; 


(also the Proces Verbaux des Seances de la Chambre des | 
| Deputes, in twenty three volumes, superbly bound, | 


isession 1842—budzet 1844, together with a few other 
| books, all from the royal press, and not to be obtain- 
ed but from the French government itself.” 

Mr. D. said the sale of these books under the cir- 
cumstances wasa most awkward and unpleasant mis- 
take. ~It was due to the French government, and 
more especially was ii due to ourselves, that the mis- 
take be reciified in the most summary way. We 
were not, he trusted, so reckless of all those courte- 
(sies and Civilities which ought to characterize the 
intercourse of civilized mations as to disregard or 
overtook thisact of courtesy fron a foreign goveri- 
ment. Were it not that this sale had become a mat- 
ter of notoriety, we migut content ourselves in re- 
claiming the books at the expense of the govern 
ment, if any expense were connected with it. As 
M is, & resolution of the kind seemed necessary t. 
put the matter ina proper position before the pub- 
tic. 








far as 1808, when, at the instance of Mr. Archer. 


He had a deep con-| 


Woodbridge, 1.590 


Mir. Dayton said, that he offered these resolutions | 





Mr. Tappan said, that he did not know of anv an- 
hority by which, if the ease of books in question 
iad Deen addressed to any fanetionary of the govern- 
rent, the collestor at New York could have directed 
he sale of then. 

Mr. io Duffie suid, this was a most extraordinary 
fairs ne wished to know to whom the books had been 
iidressed, and also by what authority the books had 
een sold; he was desirous to Know something more 
of the matter. 

Mr. Dayton said, that the statement which he had 
aade was eqnally true as it vas extraordinary: and, 
‘or the information of the senator from S. Carol na 
1 well-as others, he wished the commumeation 
-hieh he had received in relation to this affair to be 
ead by the secretary. 

Mr McDuffie, thought that the mistake had arisen 
from the case not having been addressed to any pub- 
lic funetionary. 

The resolutions were slightly modified and then 
rdonted 

Annexation of Tryxas. Mr. Choate addressed the 

senate at great length in opposition to the joint reso- 
ufions received from the house of representatives, 
ippesing them on the ground of their uneoustitutions 
‘itv. fis speech oceypied nearly three hours in its 
lelivery. 

Mr. Henderson, moved that the further eonsidera- 
tion of the question be deferred until toemorrow, 

And then the senate adjourned, 

Fepruary 1D. After passing a motion fixing on 
(10, A. M.,as the hour of meeting hereafter, and 
that the Texas question be the special order of the 
day for each day at L) o’clock until disposed of, the 
senate resumed the consideration af the joint reso- 
lutions fram the hoyse for the aunexation of Texas: 

Mr. Hendersen, who was entitled to the floor, supe 
| ported the coustitulionality of these resolutions. He 
ly xamined the repoct of the committee on foreign re- 
liations, and denied the correctness of the conclue 
isions thereiu arrived at. He argued that there was 
jnothing in the existing relations between this eoun- 
iry and Mexico, and nathing ‘n the relations between 
Vexico and Texas, which rendered the adoption of 
ithe Joist resolutions either a breach of the national 
ab, era violation of any obligations, either politi. 
calor moral,due from the Uaited States to any fo- 
‘reign nation whatever. Mr. H. reeapitulated the 
jdifferent arguments which had been used against the 
wloption of the resolutions, and concluded wiih ex- 
pressing his conviction that congress was fully ceom- 
petent to adopt them, and thatit was expedient and 
proper to do so. 

Mr. Burrow.denied that the election of Mr. Polk 
| was a1 evidence that the people of the country had 
/eXpressed their desire for the annexation of ‘lexas, 
aud had settled the question in the aflirmative. He 
aruged, strong Y agaist the constitullonalily of the 
joint resylutions. Bosiles the constitutional objec 
liion, he entertained strong objections to the expe- 
Jiency of annexation; these points Mr. B. stated at 
cousiderable, length and with much foree. Mr. B. 
sail Liat all the reasons which he had heard in favor 
jof the aunexation of Texas might be reduced to 
five. Phese were, lo extend the area of freedom, 








{to strengthen the defences of New Orleans, to p es 


) yout Bastand, froin gaining an ascendency in Texas, 
loopen a market ler northern manulactures, aod 
western produce, and to strengthen the south. Mr. 

|B. examined these different motives for annexation, 
and denouneeéd the a allas false in their principles, 

hand calculated to be injurious in their operation. 

| Qa motion of Mr. Colquitt, the senate then ad- 

| Journed. 


REPRESENTATIVES 
Mr. Burke, of New Hamp- 


HOUSE OF 
Tuvrspay, Fes. 13. 


|Shire, and Mr. Lyna Boyd, of Kentucky, were appo- 


inted by the house a Joint committee to wait upon 
James K. Pork, president elect, and Georce M. 
DALLAS, vice president elect of the United States, 
and sotily the n of their election. 

Mr. Davis, of Indiana, moved a resolution that ali 
debate in the committee of the whole lhause on the 
admission of lowa and Florida, terminate in two 
hours. 

Mr. J. Q Adans, appealed ta the house not to force 
the resolution through. The bill was one involving 
ihe pighest consequences and entitied to the gravest 
consideration. [ts discussion was but barely com- 
menced. He moved that the resolution of Mr. Davis 
be Jaid on the table. 

By yeas 40, nays 94, the haquse refused to lay it on 
the table and the resuluuion was then adopted. 

Iwaand Florida. The committee resumed the 
considersiion of the bill for the ad aission of the 
territories of lowa and Fiorida into the Union as 
ew stales. 





The question recurred on the amendment moved 
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* by Mr. Morse, of Maine, on the 11th inst., proposing 
ot add the third section the following proviso: 
Provided, however, That so ‘far as relates to Florida 

this act sha!l rot take effect until afier a convention of 

delegates. elected by the qualitied voters of Florida, shall 
have so altered the constitution adopted by the conven- 
tion of delegates on the Ith of January, 1839, as to 
strike from article 16thin said constitution the first and 
third sections, in the fullowing words, namely, ‘Sec. Ist. 

‘The general assembly shall have no power to pass laws 

for the emancipation of slaves,’ ‘Sec. 3d. The general 

ass ‘mbly shall have power to pass laws to-prevent free 

negroes, inulattoes, or other persons of color from im 

migrating to this state, or from being discharged from 

ou board any vessel in any of the poris of Florida.— 

And nothing contained in che same, in <ybstance or 

principle, shall be inserted in piace thereof. or in any 

other parts of said constrtution. As soon as the altera- 
tions herein required shall have been made, and proof 
thereof laid beture the president of the United Srates, 
he shail announce the same by proclamation, an there- 
upon, and without any further proceedings on the part 
of congress, the admission of said state of Florida into 
the Union as one of the United States of America shall 
be considered as compl. te.” 

Mr. Bailey, of Virginia, spoke in opposition to the 
amendment. 

Mr. Morse, of Maine, spoke in its support, 


Mr. Levy, of Florida, spoke with earnestness 
against it. 

Mr. Edward J. Black then proposed to add to that 
amendment the following; 

‘‘And provided, moreover, That the territory of Iowa 
shall not be admitted asa state into the Union until a 
convention of the people of said territory shall have 
stricken froin their constitution the 22d clause of the 2d 
article of said constitution; which being done, the said 
territory shall be admitted into the Union upon the same 
terms and mauner as is above provided in relation to 
Florida, which said clause is in the words following:— 
*Nxither slavery nor involuntary servi uce, ualeds for the 
punishment of crimes, sha'lev. r be tolerated in this gate,” 

‘This was rejected without a count, 

The question was then put on the amendment 
moved hy Mr. Movse, and it was rejected: Ayes 77 
noes 87. 





—_—_—_ ne eee 


Mr, Preston King, offered an entire substitute for 


the whole bill. The committee rejected it by a vote 
of yeas 57, nays 89. 

Mr. Duncan then proposed the following as a sub- 
substitute for the second section of the bill as here- 
tofore amended on his motion and adopted by the com- 
inittee, and as additional sections, viz: 

“That the following shall be the boundaries of the said 
state of luwa, to wit: Beginning at the mouth of the 
Des Moines ryer, at the middig of the Mississippi; 
thence by the middle of the channel of that river to a 
parallel of latitude passing throygh the moath of the 
Mankato or Blue Earth river; thence west, along the 
tuid parallel of latitude, to a point where it is intersected 
by a me.iian line seventeen degrees and thirty minutes 
west of the meridian of Washington city; thence due 


south to the northern boundary line of the state of M.se | 


Sourt; thence eastwardly, following that boundary, to the 
point at which the sane intersects the Des Moines river; 
ticace by the niddle of the channel of that river to the 
place of beginning. 

“sec. 3. And be it further enacted, 'That the said state 
of Iowa shall have concurrent jurisdiction on the river 
Mississippi, and every other river bordering on the said 
state of lowa so tar as the said rivers sha!) fori: a com 
tion boundary to said state and any other state or states 
now or hereafier to be formed or bounded by the same: 
such tivers io De Common to both; and that ihe said river 
Mississippi and the navigable waters leading ito the 
same, shall be common highways, and. forever free, as 
well to the inhabitants of said state as to all other citizens 
of the United States, without any tax, duty, impost or 
toll therefor, inposed by the said state of Iowa. 

“Sec. 4. And be it further enacied, That it is made 


and dee'ared to be a fundamental condition of the ad- | 


mission of said state of Iowa into the Union, that so 
much af this act as relates to the said state of Iowa shall 
be assented to by a majority of the qualified electors at 
their township elections, in the manner and at the time 
prescribed in the sixth section of the thirteenth article 
of the consti:ution adopted at Iowa city the first day of 
November, A. D, 1844, or by the legisiature of the said 
stale; and as seon as such assent shall be given, the pre- 
sidevt of the United Staies shull announce the same by 
proclaimaiivon; and therefrom, and without further pro. 
ceedings on the part of congregs, the adinission of the 
sa dsiate of Iowa into the Vaion, on an equal footing in 
all respects whatever, with the original states, shai] be 
considered as coniplete.” 

These amendments were adopted without a count. 

The bill was then reported to the house, and the 
amendinents of Mr. Duncan assented to. 


Mr. 4. ¥, Brown here asked to be permitted to. 


move the foliowing, to come in in that part of the bill 
which relates to lowa. It was not opposed, and was 
received, read, and agreed to, as follows: 


“ Provided, Tirai the ordinance of the convention that 
tured the constitution of Lowa, and which is appended 
iv the said constitution, shall not be deemed or taken to 
have guy effect or validity, or to be recognised as in any 
manner obligatory upou the government of the United 


sates 


eh 
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The Speaker announced that all the amendments 
of the committee of the whole had been gone through 
with. 
And the main question ‘was put, thirdly, that the 
house do concur with the committee of the whole on 
the state of the Union in striking out the third section 
the following proviso: 
‘Provided, That whenever the federal population re- 
siding east of the Suwannee river shall amount to thirty- 
five thousand, all of said country lying east of said river 
may be erected into a separate state to be called East 
Florida. Buntno act of the legislatare of Florida, pro- 
viding for such division, shall be passed, except with the 
assent of the majority of the senate and house of repre- 
sentatives, east as well as wes! of said Suwannee river; 
nor shall such new state he admitted into the Union until 
it shall have formed a constitution republican in its cha- 
racter.” : 

The motion to strike out this passed in the affirma- 
tive, by yeas and nays, as foliows: 


Y EAS—Messrs. Abbot, Adams, Baker, Barnard, Bid- 
lack, James Black, Brengle, Brinkerhoff. Broadhead, 
Jeremiah Brown, Buffington, Burke, Jeremiah E. Cary, 
Carroll, Catlin, Clinton, Collamer. Cranston, Dana, 
Darragh. Richard D. Davis, Dean, Dickey, Dillingham, 
Douglass, Dromgoole, Duncan, Danlap, Eiiis, Kimer, 
Farlee, Fish, Florence, Foot, Foster, Fuller, Giddings, 
Byram Green, Grinnell, Hale, E. S. Hamlin, Hardin, 
Harper, Hays, Llenley, Herrick, Hoge, Hubbell Hud- 
son, Hungerford, Washington Hunt, James B. Hunt, 


Andrew Kennedy, John P. Kennedy, Preston King, 
Daniel P. King. Kirkpatrick, Leonard, Lyon, McCaus: 
len, Maclay. McClellard, MecClernand, McDowell, 
Melivaine, Marsh, Matthews, E. Joy Morris, Jozeph 
Morris, Freeman H. Morse, Moseley, Nes, Newtou, 
Norris, Owen, Parmenier, Paterson, Pettit, Phoenix, Pol- 
lock, Kilisha R. Potter, Emery D. Potter, Pratt, Purdy, 
Ramsey, Rathbun, Reding, Ritter, Rockwell, Rodney, 


























Rogers, Russell, St. John, Sample, Schenck, Severance, 
Thomas H. Seymour, Albert Smith, John T. Smith, 


{Thomas Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Robert Smith, John 


| Stewart, Altred P. Stone, Sykes, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, 
| Vinton. Weller, Wentworth, Wethered, Benj White, 
\- eta William Wright, Joseph A. Wright, Yost— 
123. 

NAYS—Messrs. Arrington, Ashe, Barringer, Bayley, 
| Belser, Edward J. Black, James A. Black, Blackwell, 
'Bower, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, William 
(J. Brown, Burt, Caldwell, Campbell, Causin, Reuben 
| Chapinan, Chappell, Chilton, Clinch, Clingman, Cobb, 

Coles, Cross, Cutlom, Daniel, Garrett Davis, John W. 
| Davis, Dawson Deberry, Dellet, Ficklin, French, Gog- 
‘vin, Grider, Hammett, Haralson, Holmes, Hopkins, 


‘Houston, Hubard, Jameson, Andrew Johnson, George | 


W. Jones. Labranche, Lucas, Lumpkin, McConnell, 
McKay, }saac EK. Morse, Payne, Peyton, Rayner, David 
S. Reid, Relfe, Rhett, Roberts, Saunders, Senter, Simp- 
‘gon, Siidell, Steenrod, Stephens, Stiles, James W. Stone, 
| Summers, Taylor, Thomasson, Thompson, Tibbatts, 
John White, Woodward, Yancey—77. 

And so the proviso was stricken out. 

Mr. Cobb moved the previous question on the pas- 


“sage of the bill. 


And the main question, ‘‘shall the bill pass?” was 





put accordingly, and decided by yeas and nays, as 


follows: 


YEAS—-Messrs. Anderson, Arrington, Ashe, At- 
kinson, Barringer, Bayly, Belser, Bidlack, Edward J. 
Black, James Black, James A. Black, Blackwell, Bower, 
Bowlin. Boyd, Bri kerhoff, Broadhead, Aaron V. Brown, 


Milion Brown, William J. Brown, Burke, Burt, Cald- | 
, well, Campbell, Shepherd Cary, Causin, ;Reuben Chap- 
man, Chappel, Chilton, Clinch, Clingman, Clinton, | 
‘Cobb, Cceles, Cross, Cuilom, Daniel, Garret Davis, John | 
~W.Davis, Dawson, Dean, Dellet, Dillingham, Douglass, | 
~Dromgovle, Dancap, Ellis, Fariee, Ficklin, Foster, 
| French, faller, 
Hammett, Haralson, Harden, Hays, Henley, Holmes, | 
| Hoge, Hopkins, Houston, Hubbard, (lub! ell, James B. 
‘Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jameson, Cave Johnson, 
| Andrew Johnson, George W. Jones, Andrew Kennedy, 
Joha P. Kennedy, Kirkpatrick, Labranche, Leonard, | 
Lucas, Lumpkin, Lyon, McCauslin, Maclay, MeClel- | 
‘land, McClernand, McConnell, McDowell, McKay, 


Goggin, Willis Green, Grider, Hale, 


Mathews. Edward Joy Morris, Joseph Morris, Isaac E. 
Morse, Murphy, Newton, Nortis, Owen, Parmenter, 


| Payne, Peyton, Phoenix, Pollock, Em ry D. Potter, Pratt, 
| Purdy, David S. Reid, Reding, Rete, Rhett, Ritter, ‘and for the exclusive benefit of the aristocracy. He 


‘commented with severity on practices which prevail 


Roberts. Rodney, Russell, St. John, Saunders, Senter, 
Thos. HW. Seymour, Simons, Simpson, Slidell, John T. 
Smith, ‘Thomas Smith, Robert Smith, Steenrod, Ste 
phens, Siiles, James W. Stone, Alfred P Stone, Strong, 
Summers, Sykes, ‘Taylor, Thomasson, ‘Thompson, ‘Tib- 
batts, Tucker, Weller, Wentworth, Wethered, John 
White, Benjamin Whie, Woodward, Jus. A. Wright, 
Yancey, Y ost--145 

NAYS. Messrs. Abbot, Adams, Baker, Barnard, 
Brengle, Buffington, Carroll, Cranston, Darragh, Rich- 
ard D. Davis, Deberry, Dickey, Fish, Florence, Foot, 
Giddings, Byram Green, Grinnell, Edward 8, Hamlin, 
Harper, Hudsen, Washington Hust, Irvin, Jenks, Perley 
B. Johnson, Preston Kins, Daniel P. King, Mclivaine, 
'Marsh, Freeman H. Mcrse, Moseley, Paterson, Elisha 
R. Potter, Robinson, Rockwell, Rozera, Sample, 
Schenck, Severance, David L. Seymour, Albert Smith, 
Caleb B. Smith, Tilden, Tyler, Vance, Vinton, Win- 


. throp-- St 


at the earnest appeal of Mr. Dodge. 


ty of land to aid in the improvement of the Fox an 
Wisconsin rivers, and to connect the same b 
in the territory of Wisconsin, came up first 
read. 


rection of the secretary of war, shall cause th 
improvement and canal to be constructed in Such 
manner and upon such plans and estimates as 
have been previously prepared and submiited to 1), 
said secretary and approved by him: Provided, 'T 
the entire cost to the United States of the said 
shall not exceed the value of the lands here}; ap. 


propriat.d.” 


the house. 


Charles J. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jenks, Perley B. Johnson, | 














inounced it in the stronge 


Oa ee cen, 


The Wisconsin territory bill were thon 


~~, 


taken up 
The bill providing for a grant of a certain quanti. 


d 
Y 4 Cana} 
and Wag 


Mr. Rathbun moved to amend the third seetioy by 


striking out these words: 


“That the topographical engineers, under the di. 


@ Said 
Shaij 


hat 
Work 


The amendment was opposed by Messrs. Dodge, oj 
Wisconsin, Dodge, of Iowa, and Jameson. 
And, on the question being put, it was agreed to by 


Mr. Davis,of Indiana, moved to add to the thir 


section the following: 


“ Provided, further, That the number of acres here. 


by granted to the territory of Wisconsin shall bh, 


deducted from the five hundred thousand acres tg 
which the state of Wisconsin may be entitled whey 
it shall be admitted as a state.” 

This amendment was opposed by Messrs. Dodge, of 
Wisconsin, and Jameson. 


Mr. J. P. Kennedy said the subject was certainly 
important, and it was evident it could not be decided 
on to-night with the care and deliberation to which 
it was entitled, and he moved that the comniittee 
rise. The motion prevailed and the committee rose, 

And the house adjourned. 

Frway, Fes. 14. The house resolved itself into 
committee of the whole on the state of the Union, 
and first tock up the bill heretofore passed by the 
senate making appropriations for continuing the 
Cumberland road within the states of Ohio, Indiana, 
and Illinois; but this bill was soon laid aside, without 
action thereon, in order to make way for other busi- 


| hess. 


The bill granting land for the improvement of the 


‘Fox and Wisconsin rivers, and for the construction 


of a canal between those rivers, in the territory of 
Wisconsin, was next taken up, and, after debate and 
amendment, passed through the committee of the 
whole, and was laid aside to be reported to the 
house. 


The bill making appropriations for the payment 
of navy pensions for the year commencing on the }st 


‘of July, 1845, and the bill making appropriations 


for the support of the military academy for the 
same year, were also considered m committee of the 
whole, and both of them were subsequently reported 


‘to the house, where they were read a third time and 
‘passed. The latter bill gave rise to a long debate, 
‘which consumed the greater part of the sitting.— 
Amongst the amendments it received previous to ils 
‘passage, was one which provides that from and al- 
‘ter the 30th of June next the pay of a cadet shail be 
twenty-four dollars per month, in lieu of the present 


psy and emoluments. 


Mr. Robert Smith was opposed to the existence of 
the military academy, and wished to see it abolished; 
so long as it existed, he said, there would be no efli- 
ciency in the army; it was an institution for the sons 
of the rich exclusively, and from which the sons of 
the poor were sedulous!y excluded. Let the money 
the academy cost be paid in sending competent men 


| iuto the states to teach the military art, and ten times 
‘the amount of good would arise from the expendi: 
ture. 


Mr. Cary, of Maine, was also opposed to the ex: 


‘istence of the military academy, but would be sorty 
ito see it die froma lingering consumption. é 
‘ferred to see it destroyed at once. He thought 1 was 


He pre 


ruinous to the army, and that it was anti-democratic, 


ed in the recruiting service, and instanced a particu 


lar grievance, which came within his own knows 
‘ledge, where an old lady, from his own district in 
| Maine, 
ithe seat of government to ; te 
‘who had been entrapped into enlistment. She failed, 


had been twenty five days at sea coming 10 
to obtain the release of a son 


and he said she was treated most unfeelingly by 4 
igh officer. Mr. Cary’s speech was a 
ane against the act to against the officers “ 
the army. ‘The conduct of the present secretary 
war came in for a full share of his disapprobatio™ 
When he had gone to him on business the “co 
shoulder” had been shown. — ; 
Mr. Hale looked upon the military academy 48 = 
nomaly in the history of our government, and ¢° 
si (erms, not only as usesesty 


bitter one, not 
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cen y ETT. DOSES TS 
aa pene" democratic, and eminently calculated to 
jUanti. put “ie an aristocracy In the country. Mr. H. en- 
OX and ve vs several partientars of mal-conduct of the 
1 Canal er department in the appointment of cadets. He 
nd Wag se >4 upon the navy also, and charged enormous 
pes adil peculation in the expenditure of the mo- 
lon by I propriated for it. A hundred and'twenty thou- 
oe Mnilars were thrown away annually in payments 
the dj. poe nandéti who were wholly unnecessary ad 
he said ee if an officer was charged with abuse in the | 
Nn such  andittre of money, the court martial that would | 
iS Shall apve would sustain him, because there was a sym- 
tO the ‘ne and fellow feeling between the aecused and 
1, That , sourt. He had no confidence in naval courts 
id Work o aial. In the time of the war with England the 
eby ap. pr ropriations were sonething like six millions a 
a in 1940, more than ten millions were actually | 
lodge, of awn from the treasury, and more than that sum | s 
as now asked for. He intended to make an effort ing. 
ed to by bring down the sum to what Mr. Woodbury, when | 


managed the department, thought would be suffi 
‘ent—four millions a year. 
Mr. Morse, of Loutsiana, defended both the army 
ithe navy from the charges brought ayainst then 
- the speakers who preceded him, and he indignant. 
F denowtn ed the denunciations which had been in- 
ized against them in such unmeasured terms. 


he third 



























es here. 
shall be 
ACres {9 
ed when 


Dodge, of ve 3 
rrtail it. Uf five hundred men were actually sent 
to the country with the knowledge to be obtained 


5 deckde that academy, it would be a valuable acquisition 
; 2C ICE, fiat ¢ , 
to which the naeem. ~ pee : 

i 0 . Kennedy reported a bill from the com- 
IM mittee Mr. John I é dy f 


tee on commerce makinge appropriations for the 
ection of marine hospitals on the western waters, 
d to provide for the purchase of a site for a hospi- 
at the erty of Baltimore. 

eThe house then adjourned. 

Sarurpay, Fes. 15. The bill introduced last even 

g by Mr Kennedy, of Maryland, for the purchase 
asite for a marine hospital at Baltimore and for 
erection of marine hospitals in the west, was re 


tee rose, 


self into 
e Union, 
d by the 
uing the 
, Jndiana, 
; Without 
her busi- 
ent of the be printed. 
struction 
rritory of 
ebate and 
ee of the 
ted to the 


ans, reported a joint resoluiion authorizing the 

retary of t} 

vy of the states of the Union which may be indebt 
yernment for interest 


neral government. 
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acl of 1836, if there should be money in the 


‘ | o nar TT —" e 
asury to the necessary ataountl 


er,and the original joint resolution was then or- 
ed toa third reading. [ts passage being objected 
under the rules, it jres over for one day. 

he committee on 
a drawback on goods re-exported from the U. 


com 


to the British proviuces acjoining our own. 
was read twice. 

1. D ’ 

it. Parmenter reported a bi!) for the enlistment of 
sinthe naval service. as it came froin the se 


‘he 


ristence of 


abolished; e. The bill was passed, and is designed to amend 
be no effi- act alrea iy in force. 
yr the sons A joint resolution for the relief of W. B. Stokes, 


he sons of 
the money 
yetent men 
d ten times 
e expendi: 


reterred te 


»> the commitie of the whoie. 

eceplance by President Polk &c. Mr. Burk, from 
juint committee appointed to.aequaint James _K 
K of his election to the office of president of the 
led States, and George M. Dallas of his election 


to the ex: le offee of vice president of the United States, 
d be sorry Neel } 

He pre- fy lie committee have attended to the duty as. 
ght it was hed them, and that—- 
mocratic, i president elect, in signifying his acceptance | 
racy. He ¢ ollice to which he had seen chosen by the peo- 


pXpressed his deep seuse of gratitude to them 


ile 
h preva ty 


a particu 












n knows “tested us to convey to our respective houses | 
district in “Hsress assurances that, in executing the respon- | 
oming (0 ‘ules which would devolve upon him, it would 
e of a sol fp e8xious desire to maintain the honor and pro- | 

she failed, ne welfare of the country.” 
ngly by a r wat. 
br one, not lie vice president elect, in signifying his ac- | 


officers 0! 
retary of 
) robation. 
he “cold 


ice of 
e Nia aw . nate r ° 

Peopie, expressed his profound gratitude to 
ry and declared that, draw 
hous 


ap “SO private iife into the full glare of official 
my 4 
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Io; q . ‘. 
: sot not be equal to the exigencies of so sudden 
s useless 





ie} ae . : . - e . 
honor, true interest, and fast union of the 








He. 
on handsomely and forcibly defended the military | 
ademy, and would prefer to enlarge rather than | 
qd - d 


red to the committee of the whole, and ordered | 


treasury to retain any money due! 1.) 
at “ | a aay. 


| 
- | Gen. Clinch, of Georgia, thought it oug&t to be | 
on their F 
A motion was made toamend this resolution by 
tributing from the general treasury the fourth in-! 
the surplus revenue, as provided under 


She Speaker decided this resolution to be out of | 


!engrossment 


| 
nerce reported a bill to al-) 


tes, and sent to the ports of Santa Fe, Chihuahua, | 


J 


‘came 
PmMmoyeu 


wing partner of Stockton & Co. was read twice | 


the Union. 


‘ontidence which they had reposed in him, | 


iC ipa { 
0, it Was diffigult to repress the solicitude that! the Sandwich 
| 


ire. | . . | 
>“) Dut that, swayed by an ardent devotion to} 
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American states, he woul 
duties assigned to him, in the hope of at least parti- 
ally realizing the expectations of those by whose 
confidence he had been honored.” 

The report was read and ordered to be entered on 
the journal of the house. 

Arny bill. The house, on motion of Mr. MeKay, 
then went into committee of the whole, and the ar- 
my bill was taken up. 

Mr. Duncan wished to reduce the appropriation, 
and moved an amendment to that effect. He also 
spoke of the propriety of reducing the army and in- 
creasing the navy; said the pay of the major genera! 
was out of all character, and beyond all bounds, and 
contrasted it with the pay of a large number of civil 
officers of the general and state xovernments: the 
pay af the commander ought to be more nearly as- 
similated to the pay of the soldier, who did the fight- 
He then went on to speak of the extravagance 
of the pay of officers of the army generally. What en 
titled them to these extravagant emoluments? A piece 
of sheepskin, ora skin from the back of a jackass, with 
afew diplomatic flourishes about it, and signed by the 
president--that was all. Jt made the gentlemen at 
once, and gave each a greater compensation than 
could be earned by a dogen or twenty hanest farm- 
ers of the west, whose capital might exceed a hun- 
dred thousand dollars. * 

Mr. Black said he supposed the amount of appro- 
priation in the bill wes in accordance with the pre- 
sent laws, and the money ought therefore to be appro- 
priated. Change the laws fixing the pay, but until 
they are changed make the appropriations toconform 
to them. He was for paying aman according to his 
intellect or espacity, and the value of his services; 
and he thought it required much more intellect to 
command anarmy than to plough the best farm in 
Ohio 

The amendment was opposed by Messrs. Haralson 
and Black, of Ga.,Mr. Dromgoole and MeKay and 
others, and was supported by Mr. Jones, of Tenn., 


,and Mr. .4dkinson, of Va. 
A motion was finally made to lay aside the bill | 
with a view of taking up the bill from the commit- 


; : ; _tee on military affairs to reduce the pay of the army. 
mi\ir, MeKry, from the committee on ways and! : . 


Mr. C. J. Ingersoll moved to take up the bill to re- 
duce the pay of members of congress to six dollars 
He was for beginning at home. 


down to four dollars a day. 


Theo army appropriation bill was Jaid aside by 


the previous question moved upon its passage. 
veral amendments adopted in committee were agreed 
to, and the house adjourned when the question of 
was about te be taken. 


During the day, Mr. Preston, of Maryland, pre- | 


sented the petition of Francis Fitch, of Cecil county, 
Md., praying congress to permit ‘“*Guano” to be im- | 
ported without paying any duty. | 

Monpay, Ferns. 17. Exploring expedition. The 
igint resolution from the senate for the distribution | 
of the work upon the exploring expedition next) 
up in the order of biginess. Mr. Hammett 
to amend by directing a copy to be given to 

Texas as he said, an independent | 


i 


tia; Y¥ va 
JEING YSss 


Texas. 
nation. 

Mr. Weller hoped the amendment would not be 
adopted: so far as the action of this house was con- 


cerned Texas wus annexed to the United States, and 


would be entitled to a cepy as one of the states of 


The amendment was agreed to 
Mr. Hale moved to amend the resolution by insert- 


ing the “Sandwich Islands” among the foreign go 


. vernments to which a copy of the work is to be sent. 


[t was agreed to withou! opposition. 

The resolution after amendment, and discussion, | 
was passed as follows: 

Resolved, &c. That as each part of the work now | 
in course o] publication on “The Exploring Expedi 
tion’? shall be completed, fifty-eight copies of the 
same shall be delivered to the secretary of state, to 


| be distributed as follows, that is to say: To each of 


these United States, one copy; to the government of 
“ 
France, two copies; Great Britain, two copies; Rus- 


: : | sia, two copies; and one copy ea ‘h to Sweden, Deu- 
the office to whieh he had been chosen | 


mark, Prussia, Anstria, Bavaria, the Netherlands, | 


| Belginm, Portugal, Spain, Sardinia, Qreece, Jusea- | 
nh unexpectedly by the | 
Sullrages of his fellow citizens from the | 


ny, the Ecclesiastical States, the two Sicilies, Pure | 
key, China, Mexico, New Granada, Venezueia, Car | 
li, Peru, the Argentine Lepublic, Brazil, Texas, and | 
Islands; and one copy to the Naval) 
Lyceum in Brooklyn, New York 

Sec. 2 And be it further resolved, That one copy of 


said work be given to Charlies Wilkes, Esq., the com-| propriations for the president's house 4 


d enter with zeal upon the | 


591 





mander of said expedition, one copy to William L. 
Hudson. Esq., and one copy to Cadwallader Ring- 
gold, Esq., coummandants of vessels in said expedi- 
lion, 

See. 3. 4nd be it further resolved, That two copies 
of said work be placed in the library of congress, 
and that the residue of said work shall be delivered 
to the librarian, to be by him preserved for future 
distribution. 

The house refused to reconsider the vote laying on 
the table the bill for a free bridge over the eastern 
branch of the Potomac; also the vote laying on the 
table the bill from the senate authorising a compro. 
mise with any of the sureties of Samuel! Swartwout. 

Pay of thearmy. The bill to regulate tiie pay of 
the army which had passed throuzh the committee 
of the whole on Saturday and was reported to the 
house with amendments which were al! concurred 
in, now received on ils enzrossment a third reading. 

Mr. dams supported the billin aspeech, in which 
he spoke of the efforts heretofore made at retrenech- 
mentin the military service, and in which he had 
zealously co-operated, but which had signally failed; 
and he went into-a detail of the causes of the fat- 
lure. He did not join in the denunciations of the 
officers of the army, (in which several gentlemen 
seemed to take so much pleasure,) from the come 





Sede a ; 
'renticoman from Patagonia.”? 


chander down to the lowest. Qn the contrary, he 
spike of the officers in tegms of great respect. He 
vas in favor of the biil because it was a bill of re- 
form, and because he was emphaticaily opposed to 
anarmy. He thought he saw that the army, which 
he was certain would go on to increase, was soon to 
become burden-ome to the people and dangerous to 
their liberties. The reasons that lead him to fear 
the increase of the army, would be found in the 
course pursued by this house for the annexation of 
‘Texas and the occupation of the Qregon, and the 
ultimate effeets of those measures upon the foreign 
relations of the country, into which relations he en- 
tered at considerable length. He spoke of the bill 
to establish the territory of Nebraska, and said that 
that bill provided for the establishment of five or 
more large military posts; and, in the Oregon bill, a 
fortress with a considerable military establishment 
was directed tobe made at the mouth of the Coium- 
bia or Qregon river. These would of themselves 
create a necessity fore large increase, independent 
of what might arise {rom abroad. He said that he 
did not set himself up fora proipet, but he would 
foretell that, within two or Uiree years, millions up- 


vote cf 65 to 57,and the bill to rednee the pay of | on tnliions would be required for the army beyond 
the army taken up. This bill was read throuzh with- | 
out debate, and in the presence of less than a quo- | 
rum of members it was reported to the house, and | 


what was now ealled for. Hereferred to what had 
been said out of doors ag attributed to him, that, if 
we annexed Texas, the British would take Cuba; and 
if Britain did take Cuba, he thought we would be 
precluded by our ownconduet from complaint against 
her for doing so. He said the measures pursued 
would, in all probabiitiy, lead toa great augmenta- 
tion of the navy also; and that, ina few years, in- 
stead of being called upon for aporopriations for six 
oreight millions for that branch of service, forty 
millions would be required. Mr. A., in atlusion to 
the desire which, he said, seemed to exist for a 
boundless extension of our’ limits, said that it had 
been already observed, on tis floor. that the day 
would come whe ‘the 
It would not be long, 
he supposed, before ‘the gentleman from California’ 
wold also be among us. Why got “the gentleman 
from the North Pole,” and “the gentleman from the 
South Pole?” 


’ ' . . ° 
) Lie speakep would recognise 


Mr. Rayner was opposed to the reduction of the 


‘army, because he feared that the Texas question, 
‘and other measures pursued by the house would in- 


volve the country in a foreign war. And although 


he might oppose, and Oppose earnestly, meusures 


which might produce a war, yet when war came he 


would go for his country, right or wrong. 

The bill was then passed by a vote of 107 yeas, ta 
37 nays; and the house adjourned. 

Tuespay, Fes. 18, O21 motion of Mr. Prait, the 
house resolved itse!f into committee of the whole 
(Mr. Saunders in the enair,) and took up the bill 
making an appropriation of $20,000 for the repair, 
&c., of the p esidentia!l mansion. 

After some amendments proposed cutting down 
the amount had been rejected, tie qiestion was ta. 
ken on the bill, in house, and it was rejected by yeas 


‘ 


62, nays 70. 


_ General appropriation bill, The general appropria- 
tion bill was then considered incommittee of the 
whole, some unin:portant amendments assented to, 


and without haying gone through with the bill, the 


cammitiee rose and reported it to 


the house, and the 
house adjourned, 


Wepnespay, Fes 19. On motion of Me Slidell, 


the vole of yesterday rejecting the bill provirtiag ay, 
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dereo, and atter discussion, the question on its pass- 
age was taken, and by yeas 75, nays 78, it was re- 
jected. aay 2: 

The general appropriation bill. The house resolv- 
ed itself into committee of the whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. Saunders, of N. Carolina, in the 
chair,) and resumed the consideration of the bill 
making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic 
expenses of government for the year commencing 
July 1, 1845, and spent the remainder of the sitting 
in considering this bill. Among the amendments 
offered to it was one making an appropriation for re- 
pair of the president’s house. After progress with 
its details, the committee rose, and the house ad- 
journed. 

‘ee 


—— —— 


SPEECH OF MR. MORENEAD. 











The joint resolution from the house of represen- 
talives fur the annexation of Texas to the U.S. 
coming up in the senate, on the 13th inst. Mr. Archer 
moved that it be indefinitely postponed, as recom- 
mended by the committee on foreign relations. 

On this question, Mr. Allen having asked for the 
yeas and nays, which were ordered— 

Mr. Moreueap, of Kentucky, rose to address the 
senate in support of the motion, and having express- 
ed his gratitude to the senate for consenting to post- 
pone the discussion at his request, and made a com- 
plimentary refereace to Mr. Archer, whose place 
he was to oceupy on the present occasion, he pro- 
ceeded to state the grounds on which he thought that 


the joint resolution before the senate ought not to | 


ass. 

He alluded to the vast magnitude of the topic to 
be discussed, and to the deep hold it had taken on 
the public mind, and said that, in view of these 
things, he felt almost ready to shrink from the task 
thus unexpectedly and with but slender preparation 
thrown upon him. He trusted, however, that he 


should have strength to present the views he held, | 


and he most earnestly supplicated Him, in whose 
hands Jay the destiny of our nation, to enable him 


to do it in a manner worthy, in some degree, of the | 


magnitude of the subject, and satisfactury to the 
senate and to the nation. 


Before entering on the immediate subject before | 


him, he went into one or two preliminary remarks 
having reference chiefly to the expediency of the 
ineasure proposed. . 

He opposed the measure as proposing to acd new 
erritory to that already within the bounds of the 
Union. 
had quite territory enough, and he thought that the 
histery of former republics was an instructive and 
sufficient warning against the lust for extension of 
territory. hgh hs 

But the leading greund of opposition which had 


been taken against this measure, when presented at | 
the Jast session to the senate in the form of a treaty, | 


was the pacific relations subsisting between Mexico 
and the United States. Jt had then been contended 
that to annex Texas without her assent previously 
obtained, would be a violation of the faith of trea- 
ties, and would present just cause of war, 

Mr. M. had felt the full force of this objection at 
that time, and no change had since occurred to wea- 
ken its force. Mexico was still our ally, and our 
treaties with her still subsisting All the reasons 
which led him then to refuse to plunge into the 
scheme of annexation applied with as much force 
now. Nay, there was areason why the argument 
applied now stil) more strongly, and it was found in 
the change which had since occurred in the domestic 
eondition of Mexico. She was now weakened by 


intestine struggles, and an appeal was made to our | 


magnanimity vot to avail ourselves of her civil dis- 
sensions to perpetrate an act now, that we refused to 
do when she was in better circumstances to resist. 
Mr. M. need vet dwell on the duty of every go- 
verament, and more especially every free republican 
governinent, to preserve inviolate the sacredness of 
iis national faith. The moral character of the go- 
vernment of the United States was, after al], that 
which constituted all its strength: cast this away, 
and you deprive it of the respect of the world and 
of its intrinsic constitutional strength. 


without the previous assent of the Mexican govern 
ment, 
But it might be said that we had recognised the 


independence of ‘Texas-—and so had other nations— | 
and that Mexico never would be able to recover her | 
This, 


lost dominion over this her revolted province. 
was precisely the question. Were we quite sure 
that Texas was now capable of maintaiming her in 
dependence against the efforts that Mexico might 
use to subdue her? Jn contradiction of thas tea, 
Mr. M. appealed to her repeated applications to this 
government for reception, aud her calls on us to in- 
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Aerpose and save her from the oppressive cruelty of 
her foe, as evidence that Texas herself believed she 
might finally be overcome in the strnggle. 

His next-objection to this joint. resolution was, 
that it proposed to admit Texas as a state, on an 
equal footing with the original states of the Union, 
and that by an act requiring the assent of a bare 
majority of the {wo houses, nay, which called for 
even less than that; the assent of a majority of a 
bare quorum of those houses. Nor could the ground 
on which it was advocated be lost sight of. From 
the whole tenor and spirit of the correspondence of 
the secretary of state, it was obvious that he had 
based the measure on the ground of protecting and 
strengthening the domestic institutions of a particu- 
lar portion of this Union. Without going into asub- 
ject so alarming in its details, Mr. M., as a senator 
coming from that portion of the Union whose insti- 
tutions it was thus proposed to protect, disclaimed, 
utterly, all power in congress to pass any act for the 
purpose indicated. it had never been admitted by 
the south that congress had one moment's jurisdic- 
tion over the subject in a legislative form. He con- 
sidered the joint resolution, taken in connexion with 
the reasonings by which it was supported, as involv- 
ing the recognition of such a jurisdiction; and there- 
fore, as the representative of a slaveholding state, 
he never coul! yield his assent to it. If congress 
could legislate to strengthen and extend slavery, it 
might with equal right legislate to weaken and cir- 


The opinion of the court was delivered by Chie 
Justice Marshall, and in the following terms. ~ | 
“The course which the argument has taken ad 
require that, in deciding this question, the fk 
should take into view the relation in which Flor ‘ 
stands to the United States. 7 
“The constitution confers absolutely on the 
ernment of the Union the powers of makin 
and of making treaties; consequently, that ra 
ment possesses the power of acquiring territo, 
either by conquest or by treaty.” [Opinion « | 
Supreme Court of the United States ix the caee of the 
American Insurance Company vs. Carter, 1 Peters 
511.] a ‘ 
The next case was this of Texas. A tresty fop 
its annexation had last year becn negotiate nd 
submitted to the senate. It was presented 28 the 
constitutional mode of effecting the object; jit jj 
been discussed as constitutional, and voted { 
such as voted in its favor, as constitutional. 
Thus it appeared there had been three instanos 
of negotiation for a foreign territory; the power of 
obtaining it by treaty had been sanctioned by the 
supreme court, and the result had been ACQUiesced 
in by the people without a murmur. 

- Mr. M. now asked whether it was constituting! 
to annex these several portions of territory by a treaty) 
Mr. Jefferson, he observed, had thought that it was 
not. When negotiating the treaty he believed hin. 
self to be doing an act beyond the constitution; and, 


2Oy. 
& War 
Vern. 
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cumscribe it. He preferred to abide by the com- 
promises of the constitntion; there he had his feet 





He was one of those who believed that we | 


This faith | 
would, in his view, be violated by admitting Texas | 


upon solid ground. 

Besides, it was known that the non-slayeholding 
States had a preponderance in the Union, & there had 
(risen up among them a great power, fanatical in its 
‘character and dangerous and mischievons in its de- 
signs—a power whose future footsteps no human be- 
ing Was able totrace. He never would place under 
the contro] or within the reach of such a power the 
interests of States so widely different from the state 
of society where this power exerted its pernicious 
‘influence. 

Mr. M. urged asa third ground of objection the 
fact that this resolution proposed to take away from 
|Texas every thing buther debts and her public 
lands—her custom-houses, her revenue, even her so- 
_vereignty; it left her utterly powerless to meet and 
discharge her engagements. Should we not by a 
‘measure like this expose ourselves to the imputation 
of depriving her creditors of the means of obtaining 
payment for their just demands? He considered 
them as having a just lien on the resources of Tex- 
as--onher custom-houses, on her lands, and on all 
her public property, as well as on her national faith. 
If her independent national existence was necessa- 
iry to their obtaining from her their just dues, might 
they nct complain should we deprive them of it? 

But now he came to what was the great question 
of all, viz: whether this measure was or was not in 
conformity with the constitution of the U. States? 
He contended that it was not. Passing over the va- 
/rious modes in which territory might be acquired, 
(such as discovery, conquest, and cession, he came to 
a mode denied by few—namely, that by treaty. 

In the joint resolution the proposition was that she 

should come into the Union as a state; he need not, 
therefore, discuss the question save as in reference 
,to the treaty power. And he asked whether, when 
‘we would acquire foreign territory by purchase, 
‘there was any constitutional mode of effecting that 
object but by the intervention of the treaty making 
(powei? Mr. M. said he need not here go into the 
abstract question as to the function of the treaty 
making power in relation toa foreign state. This 
had been ably discussed in 1816, when the ground 
‘had heen taken that the treaty making power alone 
‘had any thing to do with the making of contracts. 
| While the legislative power had exclusively a do- 
mestic aspect, the treaty power, on the contrary, 
looked solely to our foreign relations. The argu- 
ment was unanswerable—it never had been answer- 
ed. 

It was enough for Mr. M. that this mode of pro- 
ceeding in relation to the acquisition ef territory 
had been sanctioned by such precedents as amount- 
ed to a legitimate and authoritative construction ef 
the constitution. 


_ The first instance wasthat of Louisiana. That 
territory bad been brought in by a treaty negotiated 
iby Mr. Jefferson, and sanctioned by the senate. The 
province had once been in the hands of a foreign 
power; and, as it commanded the mouth of the 
Mississippi river, its acquisition became a matter of 
‘national concern. The treaty passec the senate by 
| a vole of 24 to 7, being more than two-thirds of that 
-body. By a second treaty we acquired the territory 
{of Fiorida; and then the question of the power of 
| congress to annex foreign territory to the Union was 
‘brought before the supreine court of the U, States, 


to cover the infraction, he proposed to obtain {roy 
the people a subsequent grant of power. Yet the 
| treaty, as he had said, received the ratification of 
the senate, and the nation acquiesced. But was i 
lconstitutiona!l to annex ‘Texas in the manner pro. 
posed by this joint resolution? Very few objection 
| had Jast session been taken to the doctrine thatif 
| Texas was to be admitted at all, her admission wa 
a matter pertaining tothe treaty making power, 
| But, if so, how did gentlemen show that in such 
/an act congress had a concurrent power? thata 
/mere majority of a quorum could do it? The treaty 
| making power had peculiar functions under the co 
stitution. How could it be shown that these were 
conjointly held by it with the two houses of the |e 
gislature? That the adinission of foreign territory 
| might be accomplished by the treaty making power, 
'no friend of the resolution would, he presumed, 
pretend to deny. [t was too late now to dispute 
| that. But could it be effected by congress also? 
| It was said, however, that there was another 
clause in the constitution so plain as to exclude all 
‘doubt about the maiter. The constitution declared 
that ‘‘new states may be admitied by the congres 
‘into the Union. ‘Texas was proposed to be intr 
| duced as a ‘‘new sitate;”’ therefore. a majority in cot 
' gress might admit Texas into the Union. 
| [Mr. Buchanan. ‘¥es; that is the true groun.”) 
| In determining the true meaning of this claus, 
| Mr. M. would, in the first place, call the attention 
, the senate to the peculiar position it held in the cor 
} titu'ion. It was notplaced in juxtaposition to the 
‘enumerated powers of congress, but was foun it 
the third section of the fourth article, separate from 
| the enumerated powers of congress. The first se 
| tion of the articie related to the faith due to publi 
| acts; the second tu the enjoyment of eqnal privity 
' es in all the states; and this’ third seetion had relet 
‘ence to the admission of new states; and the nex 
| gave to congress the regulation of every thing relat 
: ing to public property, and bound it to guaranty 0 
‘every newstale a republican form of governmvt 
All the sections, as it would be seen at a glance, 'il 
reference exclusively to ouc domestic relations. 
Again: when this constitution had been adopte 
what had been the condition of the United State 
They consisted of only thirtecn; the ordinance & 
1787 had been passed, authorizing ihe formation “ 


acompact with the people of the west. — } 
these, there were certain fractions of territory ™ 
included within their limits. ‘There was one sl 
not represented in the convention. Rhode — 
had not yet consented to come in; Vermon' ¥* 
knocking at the door; New York was making oPi* 
sition to her reception, and New Hampshire ** 
advancing some claims to a portion of her ter! “ 
This clause had been adopted; and Mr. M. said {8 
there was contemporaneous grounds of beste! oe 
its peculiar phraseology had been adopted 6% 
with a view to the introduction of Vermont. 45 , 
first moved by Gouverneur Morris, of New York" 
contained the word “Jimits” where the term“)! 


i . rad bree? 
diction” now occurred; and the alteration lad o 
made with an express view to the peng ide 

esides 


versy between Vermont and New York. — abe 
there were then speculations atioat as to the pr 
ble admission of Kentucky also, for Virgil 
passed a jaw authorizing her to furm a cons utull 
for herself with that view. 
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very plain as to leave no doubt about the 
a of congress, Withont a resort to the treaty- 
pte? ower, toadmit Texas. The friends of the 
malin Fiotion insisted that it was literally in con- 
joint re with the words of the constitution. Mr. M. 
porn whether his state rights friends would take 
ina tion? Would they maintain that this clause 
this Pr exceedingly plain that it must be interpreted 


xeee 
vee wink open the doors of this Union to all the 
as g 


? tp 
_ M. maintained that the federal constitution 


was intended to apply to the then existing people of 
he Urited States and to their posterity; that the pre- 
‘omnblé of the constitution expressly declared it; and 
rr this were admitted, could gentlemen succeed in 
“aie it an extra-territorial operation? He called | 
a the evidence of their power. 
clause could rightfully have no other than a sores | 





yilorium only. Had the word ‘states’? meant other- 
wise, would not the word “foreign” have been made 
to precede it? he : 

Nor was this Mr. M.’s opinion alone: it was the 
opinion of him who. by general consent, had receiv- 
pe ihe title of ‘the Apostle of Democracy .”— 
This opimion was explicitly avowed by him in his 
letter to Mr. Lincoln, his attorney general, of 30th 
August, 1803, suggesting amendments to the consti- | 
tution. [He said: 

«Louisiana, as ceded by France to the U. States, | 
ismade a part of the United Stutes. 





Its white inhabi- 
{ants shall be citizens, and stand, as_to their rights & | 
oblizations, on the same footing with other citizens 
of the United States in analogous situations. 

“Fjorida, also, whensoever it may be rightfully 
obtained, shall become a part of the United States; 
its white inhabitants shall thereupon be citizens, and | 
shall stand, as to their rights and obligations, on the 
same footing with other citizens of the United States 
in analogous situations.” —4 Jeff. Cor. 1, 2. 

“T quote this (he adds) for your consideration, ob- 
cerving that the Jess that is said about the constitu- 
tional difficulty the better; and that it will be desira 
ble for congress to do what is necessary tn silence.” 
—ib. 

Mr. Jefferson's idea was that Louisiana should be 
“made a part” of the United States. He did not 
propose any general grant of power to adinit foreign 
states. All he asked. was a mere affirmation by the 
people of the act admitting Louisiana into the 
Union. 


Gentlemen contended that here was a plain clause | 


in the constitution, the very letter of which sanction- 


pressly authorizing the admission of foreign states, 


or resort to the very broadest and most latitudinous | 


construction Let gentlemen look, again, at Mr. 

Jefferson’s letter to Mr. Nicholas in 1503: 
“Whatever congress shall think it necessary to do, 

should be done with as little debate as possible, and 


particularly so far as respects the constitutional dif- | 


ficulty.”’ 

Mr. Nicholas thought it constitutional to admit 
Louisiana under the clause now relied on, and he 
wrote to Mr. Jefferson stating and defending that po- 
sition, and insisting that the territory could be ad- 
mitted by a jaw of congress, by virtue of the clause 
giving authority to admit new states. But how did 
Mr. Jefferson meet this endeavor to renove his con- 
Silutional scruples? 

“lam aware of the force of the observations you 
make on the power given by the constitution to con- 
gress to admit new states into the Union without re- 
straining the subject to the territory then constitut- 
ing the United States. But, when ] consider that the 
lini's of the United States are preci-ely fixed by the 
treaty of 1783—that the constilution expressly de- 
Claires iise!f to be made for the United States—] 


cannot heip believing the jntention was not to per-| 


mit congress to admit into the Union new statcs 
Which should not be formed out of the territory for 
Which, and under whose authority alone, they were 
then acting. I do not believe it was meant that they 
hicht receive England, lreland, Holland, &c. into it, 
Which would be the case on your construction. 
“When an instrument admits two constructions, 
the one sale, the other cangerous, the one precise, 
the othey indefinite, | prefer that which is sate and 
Precise. | had rather ask an enlargement of power 
lrom the nation—[Mr. Jefferson did not propose to 
be a general power in his amendments|—where it 
's found necessary, than to assume it by a construc- 
lion which would make our powers boundless. Our 
Peculiar security is in ‘he possession of a written 
“onstitution, Let us not make it blank paper by con 
Struction.” 
Here Mr. Jefferson express!) declared that sucha 


i sy!logism. 


i know 


would cal] the particular aitention of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, Mr. Buchanan,) ‘would make 
the powers of congre: 
as the gentleman contended, gave power to congress 
in express terms, without the application of any con- 
struction at all?’ If Mr. J: Terson thought it so clear 
and so obvious, how would such a construction as 


warranted the reception of Louisiana make the pow- 
er of congress boundless? No; itwas not thus clear to 


his vision;he thought that foreign territory could com 
in under this clause only by so very wide and loosea 
constructicn as went to make the powers of con- 
gress absolutely boundless. And why so? Because 
the constitution was nade for the people and for the 
territory of the United States alone; because he 
thought that it never intended to provide for the 


He held that the | admission of a people of different origin, different 


associations, different blood, different habits, prinei- 
ples, and forms of government. If congress could 


do this, Mr. Jefferson held that it could do any thing. 


indless, when this clause, | 


IT w to the proposition that this clause | construction was now advocated (and to this Mr. M.! way of strengthening the interesis of slavery, what 
ecame no | were gentlemen doing in another direction? 
; was St. Domingo not far off 


| 
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Thera 
If we annex Texas 


and Cuba, and thus set precedent after precedent till 
practice had become a partof the constitution, by 
and by Hayti would be apnleing in 
south would be very indignant and would oppose the 
admission, but would it be 
her? 
new states; Haytiis a new state; ergo eonsress may 
admit Hayti. 
other? If foreign states could be admitted by treaty 


The 


her turn. 
constitutional io admit 
To admit her by law?) Congress may admit 


How did this syllozism differ from the 


‘only, then toadmit St. Domingo would require a vote 
of two thirds of the senate; but if it could he done 
by law alone, then a fanatical majority might at any 
‘lime they chaneed to get even a temporary ascend. 
‘ency admit Havti—and she was in—and how would 


ithey get her out? 
colony—the colony of Liberia. 


Then there was another foreizn 
This was formed 


out of emancipated slaves of the United States and 


“TI confess, then, (he continues,) I think it import- | 
ant in the present case tosetan example against | 


broad construction, by appealing for new power to 
If, however, our friends shall think dif- 


the people. 


ferently, certainly I shall acquie c+ with satisfaction; 


confiding that the good sense of cur country will 
correct the evil of construction when it shall pro- 


duce 1}] effects.” 


]4 Jef. Cor. 2, 3. 


‘their offspring. 
next from Liberia, and how was the south to prevent 
it? This would 
different color and of a different race; but what then? 
/Won'ld it not be constitutional? Would northern men 
hear of rejecting people merely on account of colar? 
If we could admit white foreigners, could we not ad- 
/mit black foreigners? 


A similar application might come 


introduce into the senate men of a 


But perhaps the doctrine of 


strict construction would awake from its slhumbers; 


He considered the effeet of such a construction to 


be to make the constitution mere blank paper. He 
was every few lines reverting to the topic of con- 
But, if 
ithe yentleman from Pennsylvania was right, there | 
The constt- 
‘tution said that congress tuight admit new states into 
ithe Union; Texas was a new state; ergo, congress 
it was a simple 
But not so thought the great ‘Cory- 


struction—‘still harping on my daughter.” 


was nothing 1p the clause to construe. 


mizht admit Texas into the Union. 


f 


aid though two applicants were equally foreiza and 
equally independent, yet a strict construction would 


, be applied to one while the witest an] broadest con- 


phoeus”’ of the democracy (to use an appellation 
which he himself was fond to use) who Jed the de- 


imoecratic party to victory in T801. tle held that this 
‘instead of being a plain syllo 


doubt 


or deny, Was a eonatiuction—a 


struction—a 


‘ism, Which none could 
broad con- 
dangerous @unstruction—-such a con- 


struction as would make the powers of congress 


**boundless.”’ 
Mr. M. said, in 


hese days, when ‘‘the democra 


cy” had so siznaliy triumphed, he really did not 


whether he had any 


the constitution. He 


fersoa. Jrue, Mr. Jefferson was nota member o 
/was then minister fo France; but he took the liveii 
est interest in the whole procedure in the formatior 
‘of the constitution. This clause in the constitution 
for the admission of new states was familiar to hia 
‘as it is now to us; tL 
stood by him, for he had the deserved characier o 
being an orthodox and able expounder of the instru 


| 

iment. Besides, he had Mr. Madison at his side in: 
lthe cabinet. And if there was any thing which 

| evineed his profound conviction that Uhis clause did 

‘not cover the admission of L apa, itwas his very 

|significant request that the . aller might be got 


through with as sivently us puscible. 


He though 


right te elaim to be of 
that school; but he bad afways himself supposed that 
he had been educated in the Jefferson school; certain- 
iy he was opposed to a latitudinons construction of 
nad always been in the habit 
‘of allowing great force to the opinions of Mr. Jef 
ed the resolution from the house of representatives; | 
but he said that they must either show a clause ex- | 


; 


the convention of 1787, (nor was Mr. Nicholas;) he 


»; 


} 
i 


was doubtless pertect!y under 


; 


t 


{that the vast importance of the acguisition warrant- 

fed a temporary stvetehing of the constitution, but this 

| J S ) 

| constitutional sin must have an act of amnesty pass- 
. i 2 ’ , 4 | . , "g3) it pare 

jed by ihe people lo ¢ ver l over, 5 Fe Neal | 

| Extract of a leiter from Wi. Jefferson to My. Brechen- 

ridge, 

Monticen.to, August 12, 1293 

| ‘The constitution has msde no provision fur ow 

| holding foreign territory, still 'ess for incorporating 

} ~ ? ; o 
foreign nations into our Unson, ‘ihe executive in 


seizing the fugitive 
| vances their guod of the country, have done an ac 
beyond the constitulion. 


| 

| _ " | Ltla?t ¢ eclr: 
'oehind thems metaphysical subtleties and risking 
| themselves like faithful servants, miust ratify and pay | 


for it and throw themselves on their CO jntry for Jo- 


ing for them unanthcrised «hut we know they wou 
have done for themseives had they been in a@ situa 
tion to do it.” 
[Jefferson's Writings, vol. 3, p. 912-13. 

Let gentlemen pursue their docirine to ils Conse 
quences. 
annex any other foreign territory. 
turing on dangerous ground, and it trembled benea 
their feet. If Texas, 
idemanding admission wito the assent of the Spanis 
government: 

[Mir. Buchanan. “J wish she would.”] 

ie gentieman said he wished she would, 


pand while annexing 





rr nr a en ee 


‘chrrence white ff so much ad- 


Phe jegislature in casting 


were cannidals, or, in oth@t words, man-eate 
Very well; if they were, it might 
| conservative 
the ana 
Patagonia,” might we 
tremely orderly. [A laugh | 

itl—the ultima thule of the easi! 
‘to have her in this Union! what a privileze! 
iglorious privilege of our constitution, 


ake in the world! 


bless them, had dreumed 


' ‘ 7 
to be the con 


subieet. At the time the constitution 


; 
devote 
tation. 


Vie ws 


tance from tie central point whic 


struction was apptied to the other. 


He mizht be told that these were extreme cases— 


iso they were—and he should not have introduced 
‘them but for the sake of illustration; and they did il- 
lustrate the principle eontended for, and showed 
plainly the extremity of the proposition contained 
in the resolution from the honse. 
ti and Liberia were received, we might soon have an 
‘application from China. 
iliant mission to China, and had become acquainted 
swith many things before unknown touching the Ce- 
lestial empire—the land of flowers—very possibly 
we might become captivated oy the beauty of their 
long tails and slanting eyes, and wish to have among 
'us their ladies with little feet. 
chanan.) 
so large as China would, perhaps, go pretty far to- 
ward gratifying our appetite for aequisition of for- 
igh territory. 
continent—annex Mexico, (Uiis was aiready threat- 
ened,) and annex Bosota, a id 
Chili, ill at length we took 
told by geographers that the people of 


If Cuba and Hay- 


We had had lately a bril- 


(Turning to Mr. Bue 


[A taugh } ‘The annexstion of an empire 


4 M ; ’ ’ : 
We might (hen wo sorh on our own 


sohivia, and Pern, and 
Patayonia. We were 
} Patagonia 
.?eTs.— 

; probably exert a 
influence on the public councils; and 
of “the from 


»’ Pr ; 
rentiemen eo be exr- 


unciation on the part 
Ii Cuanse 


senavor 


Ciiina— mily think of 

Wohata temptation! 
Tas 
that we could 
said the power 


c 


Mr. Jefferson 


" P 1 sm. tbe e . , » > 
would be youn bO9>,y SU if wortrids It Was ; a PiOUS, 
untinited {fuse the blessings 


, liitmilable power to « 
four own tvec governinent over the habrtable globe. 
re) » SP os a af tt rr rw ! ‘ i 
But, no; if the mea of the good old thirteen, God 
bh. narthiiy 133 r > 
inat anything like this was 
equence oi toeir actin form wa con- 
on, and that id such a moaD o| added nations 

dad to the 
‘ 


tle states were to be reduc 
4 a vfelval e*« 6 ens | 
Size Of 2? nuts! i, they merat well 


COoInpAaArTae 


have treine 


ye ; iment which arniied t ) this 


A j eicue LP Ceaad 
Was s‘si ned 


who behteved that the 


wv ’ Lilie ~ ts di i~ 
— l eftat*re were ne » f by rea . , : ’ 
ina i es were q sie O00 fae say ivrai sy >-Oia 
@1 “OvVeErRInens, and so stren mMwMsyY Bad tne Cope bon 
} ea, th: » Ba > . 
bacen urged thal Nir. sea(iso fecined iti ecessarv to 


ai 6litire pumoer of the sederatist to iis refi. 


He demied the position; and such were bis 
“As the natural limit of a dem crocy is that dis. 
i} just peraut 


i; the most remote cilizens to assciuible aS olien as tireir 


If congress could annex Texas, it could | 
‘| hey were Vven-;| the administration of puntic affairs. 
A 
vhy not Cuda, if she came 


h 


puble functions demand, and will include 
‘number than can join is those funetions: 
(val dimit of a repudlic is that distance from tie 
'tre which will barely allow 
ihe peopie to meet as offen as may be necessary for 


no rreuter 
30 the matue 
ene 


tie rc} rese utartives of 


Lie then went on to estimate the area of the Unie 


jied States, and argued to show that a congress to 
govern il Was as praciicabie a 
many, the assembly of notabies 

tparhiament in Kagland 
Yes, ! 
fexas and admitting Cuba by 


thing as a diet in Ger- 
in France, or as the 
He then proceeds: 


“A second observation to be made is, that tie ime 


medtate vbject to the federal constitution ts lo seeure 
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the union of the thirteen primitive states, which we. in 1787, to remodel the form of government then 
know to be practicable; and to add to them such existing, it was composed of delegates from the ori- 
other states as may arise in their own hosoms, or i: gina! thirteen states. Destitute of resources, with a 
their neighborhoods, which we cannot doubt to be limited commerce, enfeebled and almost extinguish 
equally practicable. The arrangement that may be ed by the war, they numbered a population of no 
necessary for those angles and fractions of our terri- more than three millions and a half of souls. Under 
tory which lie on our northwestern frontier, must be the auspices of a sound government, wisely adminis- 
left to those whom further discoveries and experi. | tered, what a transformation was exhibited in the 
ence will render more equal to the task.” lapse of a few years! The nations of the earth look- 

“fp their neighborhoods.” Yes; and it had been ed with wonder on the unexampled progress of our 
said that because Texas wa’ in our “neighborhood”, institutions. Nursed in the lap of the magnificent 
we might admit her by a bare majority. Gentlemen , and boundless wilderness of the New World, a free 
contended that Mr. Madison by this expression inten- | and mighty nation had as suddenly sprung up as if 
ded to designate such neighbors as Loutsiana, Cana. | the voice of Omnipotence had spoken it into exist- 
da, Mexico, and Texas. This Mr. M thought could eee. Transcending immeasuraoly all the rules by 
hardly be his tneaning, because tn the very next sen- | whi fh the progress of nations is estimated, exceeding 
tence he talked about “angles” and “fractions” of | (he autiipations of the most sanguine friends of free 
territory. /government every where, it might almost he said 

If Mr. M. wished to find an argument to prove that | that there was scarce a moment of time between 
the clause about the admission of new states looked | the infancy and maturity of our republic. We read 
to states formed within our own national limits, and," the fabulous history of antiquity that the daughter 
had reference only to our own domestic institutions ; of Jupiter sprung full-grown, from the brain of her 
this language of Mr. Madison would furnish one.— | ancestor. Scarcely less extraordinary was the birth 
He knew there were new states then about to arise | and maturity of the United States. No sooner was 
in the west: we had five territories, besides other; the constitution formed, and with her first breath 
corners and fractions of territory, and to these he | of national existence, the goddess of American fi- 


| 

| 

| . 
doubtless referred. | berty, (if 1 may be pardoned the figure) threw her- 

af 2 ° > > mm a - > >} « ) i ® t ; } q riths « 
There was another view, into which, however, Mr. | selfat one bound into the arena of the nations, Ww ith all 
M. had not time to enter at large. It was argued ; her gigantic energies strung for the race of national 
that we must admit Texas in order to keep up an | greatness and glory. Born free—free as the breezes 
equilibrium among the states. But the whole con- that play on the summits of her native mountains-~ 
federacy was of voluntary consent. Eleven states | yet freedom was not her only title to the respect and 
had ratified it: North Carolina and Rhode Island stil] almiration of mankind. She was brave and strong as 
held out. They afterwards came in, not by process | well as free. Inthe day of her beautiful infaney. 
of law, but by simply accepting and ratifying the | she seized with the grasp of Hercules, the throat of 
constitution. The only law in the case was the Jaw | the serpent that had entered her cradle to devour 
extending the laws and jurisdiction of the United her, and dashed the strangled monster indignantly 
States over them. When the refusing states lad ai] | from her. But she was wise as weil as strong. She 
come in, the union of the thirteen states was comple. | received her lessons of political wisdom and of 
. ° . { ° = ms 

ted by unanimous consent. Louisiana and Florida | national policy from sages and from statesmen than 
were afterwards introduced by the treaty—making | whom the annals of the world furnish no brighter 
power. They assented to the terms of union, not | nor more illustrious examples. One of those lessons 
thereby supposing that foreign states were to be in-- —-early inculeated, deeply and strongly impressed— 
troduced to come in and disturb the equilibrium of | was to revere the constitution; to preverye its lind. 
the confederacy. Mr. M. did not cali it ‘ta pariner- | marks unimpaired; to guard it with more than vestal 


4 : ee rs ip fp yr } > ve) r 2rvere nn: = bo 
ship’—-he preferred to denominate it an associaiion | e fh m viole nee or perversion; and, especial- 
- se “who are entrustsd with the adminis- 


of sovereign states. The new states cue into it: 
view of the existing balance of power. If that! f the government should confine them-| 
; 7 - ; hairree 2p tive vary ’ ‘ ~ . 
ance was to be utterly overthrown by bringing thin t if respective constitutional spheres, | 
Texas and al] South America, and then all the res i the exercise of the powers of one de- 
of the vlobe—for the principle was one and the | parunent, to encroach upon another.” Another 
same—greal difficulty might attend the question as; Was “to observe justice and good faith toward all 
to what position the original states would ovecupy. | “nations, and to cultivate peace and harmony with 
For himself be was fully satisfied with the territo. | ‘all.’ And a third was intended to gvard us against 


rf { yA re > ? me f 10% , y ; 
ry we already possessed. In the name of conmon {the danger “of characterizing parties by geographi- 


| govern 


er rr eee 
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Higher obligations are imposed on us to preserve 
than ever before devolved on any people under re 
sun. On us—on us- on the senate of the Unit e 
Mates, the peculiar representatives of the Slates a 
the union, devolves the heaviest of al! responsibil 
I say nothing of the benefits we have already der.’ 
ed from it; 1 say nothing of the blessings stij) re 
store for us; but the consequences—the consequen, 
ces! Who can look forward to the consequence; 7 
separation and disunion unawed by the thought 
Now, while ] address you, we are one people; free 
happy, prosperous, and independent. Now, While | 
address you, acommon ligament binds us tozethep. 
a constitution which throws its broad and ample 
arms around six and twenty eonfederate sister po. 
publics, and encloses them al] together in one fong 
parental embrace. Now, while I address YOu, we 
have it fully in our power to cousum mate the objects 
of that sublime errand of humanity aad freedoy on 
which, we have hoped, the people of the United 
States have been sent. But when that awful even 
to which | have referred shall ecome—which may 
God in his infinite mercy avert; after that agonizins 
dislocation of the members ef this confederacy which 
no human power can restore; after the overshadow. 
ing of the brightest prospects that ever beamed upoy 
a people associated for political ends, what, I ask 
you, what is to befallus? Here is our country, with 
its twenty millions of people, with its free constity. 
tion, teeming with the biessings of liberty and law, 
There- there, if the event | have alluded to should 
happen--there will be our country, shorn of its con 
stitution—shattered ato frazments—bereft of jis 
Strength; its peace destroyed; its fields depopulated 
and drenched, it may be, with fraternal blood. 
* Look on this picture and on ihat;” and let the Ame- 
rican patriot contemplate it if he can. 

I turn with pleasure, (said Mr. M_) from so gloomy 
a picture of the possibie future condition of niy 
country. It ismy fortune to cherish higher and bet- 
ter hopes. The maintenance of the national inde- 
pendence is a cause common and dear to the heart 
of every descendant from the blood of the revolution, 
To the people of these statcs, and to this illustrious 
body in the last resort, as the great conntitutional 
safeguard of the union, is coniided the high trust, 
never before so fuily and unreservedly commited to 
men, of preserving the libert'es of the human race, 
Here in this hall the last battie is to be fought. On 
this continent of Anglo-Saxon America the last ex- 
pertmentis to be tested of the capacity of man to 
himself. The free states of antiquity live 
only in the records of human events. The descend: 
ants of Epaminondas, of Miltiades, of Leonidas, 


_ 


“*Wield the slavish sickle, not the sword.” 





‘teal diseriminations—Northern and Southern—At- 
‘Jantic and Westera—whence designing men may 
“endeavor to excite a belief that there is a real dif- 
‘‘ference of local interests and views.” 

If, by the observance of the maxims which these 
essons inculeate, we have attained our present en- 
Mexico would come next. inble and commanding position among the nations 
vance till, at last, the astonished world was to behold | of the earth, tay it Raley be hoped that a persever- | 
“an ocean-bound republic!” When tht result should | ance to the same policy may be attended by the same 


%e.3 


cP? 


sense, had not gentlemen got enough? Could any 
gentleman teli him—would his friend, the chairman 
of the committee on public lands, (Mr. VN ovdbridge ) 

—how manv millions of acres of public lands the | 
United States now bad withia their bound: ° if had 
been already threatened that, after we added TP 
’ And so we were 


PX 2s | 
R abcd 3 | 


4 ; 
io dde- 


have been realized, (and certain geutiemen seemed | sul a 
to think it not very far ahead,) our government) But there was still another and no less impressive | 
would not be the same government farmed by our | lesson. it Was to take care of the Union. 
Was it not better to ‘let very well al “To cherish a cordial, habitual, and immoveable 


ay ye poner’ 10 Ct 
ancestors, i aif ! ( 
la: .e8 0) 


We had heard of ‘extending the boun un et | cu to | 
dom.” Such was not the policy of our revolutiona speak of it as the palladium of our politicul safety | 
ry fathers Their object so far as the action of this | and prosperity; to watehvits prese ‘vation with jea-| 
upon other governments was concerned, had been, | lous anxiety; to CISC untenance iM hatever may sug> | 
instead of swallowing up surrouncing states, suspicion ihat it can in any event be | 
> | ete of ! ey ter . “oc «he meaner at 
should act on them by the force of exami} le, and thus abandoned; and to frown on the first daw ning af 
te ich them to be fre e and happy. vip. MM. pes TY atte mopt to alienate any portion cl our country | 
isfied with the government we had. Why alter i?! from the rest, and enfeeble the sacred ties that now] 
“fp + . . ‘ . > 7 . alii , oa eee } S ¢hehd PriC So watta 1 i 
Even if it were constitutional, why Lib LEE COtsMue |e K LOS thei ne Vi rs us parts. x p 
nity with heart-burnings? lf our glor us CAPE rimen! wit, caid Mr. M. these admonitions of the venerat- 
} ’ ute ' ’ , % temp’ : ‘ - ryl f*.. 9 | » vg ia Yoontey }. é > -* , 
had realized cur expectations, why attempt to make jed Fether ol his untry, I lament to have to say, 
it better? Was not the experience se already had, sre not entirely inanplicable to the discussion of the 
sufficient to guide ue i back upen our} great question now before the senate. I fear that 
past history pevents are rapidly tending to make parties take| 
G b k ith me, sir. to that time when, in the | (he character of geographical distinctions. [ deeply | 
a emnaesehiate ‘a k ‘a d {jscouraging. the fre apprehend that the violence of the conflict of opinion 
ly , ta nye ark al GIs we dehy. ree ’ - . , : 
ow aaa s born amidst the fierce | #74 Of interest, to w hich the agitation of this ques-| 
! : ae ENO enyuy Was ) Gish ts bere ’ , dse a ( | 
pA ts prem Mra A 5 thphnte tha, | flon may give rive, may ‘Sulienate portions of our; 
strife of unequal arms. Pursue its triais to that : 
other period, almost as gloomy, when cur constitu- | bind 


heountry from the rest, and enfeeble the ties that! 
; ‘tcelf was braueht forth among the tliroes of | 6 ies . 
tion itself was brought k - , 'say—I scarcely dare say—in this distinguished as-| 


free- | atfoch:nent to it;.t0 accustom curselves to think and 


that it;gesteven a 
A 


WaS SR 


| 
| 
| 


} a = 
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) . . “09 ' 
the people of this union together.” 1 will not! 


fast approaching civil strife aan peneore™ Nis to [8 cmbly of representatives of sovereign states, that! 
these ames we Nee ee and hape ‘the union itself will be endangered. I would rather | 
ut subsequent career oi at . ee sve ae . Sa a ane Of? - t¢ DP, 

sons the oe rapid and noble that were ever yet na pon wires? iy a generous patriotism: ‘ Procul | 
seen to arise under the influence of the forms ol ans iF 04 ag el en " p : cont WW] 

human government, and let us inquire whether there The U val Mr. President, vale Union! ho does 
can be any better guide for the future than the past; not Kuos how much is wrapped Up in the compre-~ 
and whether true wisdom and patri lism do not cone | sensiy e import of thatsingle term? It comprises al! 
cist in avoiding new systems of doubtiul policy, lew | that Is sar gig to us m pe memory of our ancestors; all 
theories of propagating our institutions, and new that is iflustrious in the history of their dearts; all 
ur hopes, and all our interests, and all our prospects, | 


versions cf the constitution. — 7 pes | + ind ads pert cae 
When the federal convention met at Philadelphia, !/ and the hopes and interests of generations to come. | 








| sophy teaching by example, 


FepYdItiCsS 
pthey wail. 
_deral constitution is stili strong in the affections of 


Rome, after corruping the purity of her primitive 
institutions, became ambitious, next Omnipotent, 
then luxurious, and at last perished under the weight 


| of her provincial acquisitions. 


“Sevior arn, 

Luxouria ineubuit, victumgue u 
Sir, (said Mr. M.) if it be true that history is philo- 
the people of the United 
States wiil vindicate their wisdom by reading aright 
the lessons to be derived from the fate cf al} other 
For myself, ! have full confidence that 
Iam one of those who think that the fe- 


' 


‘isetur orbem.” 


the people who made it. But | do not believe that 
by the ties of interest alone it can be cemented and 
held together: No: but by the strength of far higher 
and holier ties—by those of a common ancestry and 


(a kindred blood; by the inspiring rea iniscences of 


heroic I 


sacrifices in the oue great cause of freedom 
and cepencence; by en! 2rged consicerstions of na- 


| tonal policy, as distinguished from the policy of 


particular states, by a magoanimuus forbearance of 
imputed wrongs; by a generous spirit of mutual con- 
cession and compromise; by an elevated patriotism, 
which regards tie good of the grester number; and 
lastiv, and above all, by an unshaken devotion to 
the constitution. 

‘These are the enduring bonds of the American 
union, and they alone can preserve it. 

Atter Mr. Morehead had concluded, the senate 
went into exculive session for a short time, and then 
adjourned. 


— oa: 
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MASSACHUSETTS & SOUTH CAROLINA? 
TREATMENT OF THE HON. SAMUEL HOAR. 


ee 


Commanwealth of Massachusetts, 


Jn senate, Feb. 3, 1844. 
The joint special committee, to whom was refer- 
red the message of his excelleney the governor, of 
the Gth ult. transmitting certain documents from the 
state of South Carolina, and a letter from the honor- 
able Samuel Hoar, have considered the same, and 
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RESOLVES is " ~ 

; reatment of Samuel Hoar by the state of 
Concern" mA South eee , 
d, That the declaration annexed be adopted 
the act of the commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
nd that his excellency the governor be hereby au- 
; ‘zed to transmit one copy of the same to the pre- 
4 tof the United States, and one copy to the go- 
oo r of each of the states constituting the United 
a of America, expecting only the state of South 
dial: with a respectful request that the same be 
‘ymitted to the consideration of the legislatures of 
. United States and of the states respectively. 
Resolved, That his excellency the governor be here- 
by authorized to transmit to the executive govern- 
“entof the state of South Carolina a copy of the 
Jeclaration which has been addressed by Massachu- 
(is to each of the other states cf the Union. 

DECLARATION. 

The state of Massachusetts now addresses each of 
er sister states of the North American Federal 
inion, and, in the presence of all Christian nations, 
of the civilized world, and of the omniscient, all- 
seeing Deity, the final judge of human action, in 
states as In individuals, enters her earnest and so- 
emn 
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PROTEST 
Against the hostile acts of the state of South Curolina. 

Massachusetts thus arraigns South Carolina, be- 
quse, disregarding the comity acknowledged by all 
ivilized communities as the rule of conduct towards 
ne another, and defying the express stipulations of 
he constitution of the United States, a compact into 
‘hich her citizens voluntarily entered with those of 
the other states composing the Union, she has, for a 
period of time now embracing a quarter of a century, 
persisted, and still persists, in executing a system of 
Jegisiation, aggressive upon the rights of her sister 
states, and Las refused to submit her action to be 
judged by the tribunal specified by that constitution, 
as the arbiter of their disputes, namely—the su- 
preme court of the United States. 

This system of legislation, under the color of po- 
lice laws, has been carried on by South Carolina, 
until it Las assumed all of the following principles— 

First. That the state has a right to send officers on 
board of the ships of other states, touching at her 
ports, with the design of distinguishing between the 
persons who constitute ihe crew, and of seizing, at 
her sole discretion, and casting into prison, such as 
she may specify, without the necessity of alleging 
against them the cormmission of any crime. 

Second. That the state lias a right to inflict corpo- 
ral puuisiment, by the application of the lash, to any 
exlent, upon the persons of citizens of Massachusetts, 
solely because they may be found a second time in 
the ships of their own state, touching at her ports. 

Third. That the state has a right to seil into abso- 
lute slavery for life, human beings, unoflending per- 
sons, freemen of Massachusetts, entitled by her con- 
Siitution and laws to tie fullest security of life, iib- 
erly, and property, as well when following a lawiul 
calling on board her ships as when at home. 

Pourth. Tiat the state has a right to expel from 
her tervitory, citizens of Massachusetts, going to it 
for the sole purpose of seeking tie peaceful mode of 
recress for her citizens which the constitution of the 
United States affurds, an opportunity to appeal to the 
couris of the Union. 

Filth, ‘That the state has a right to punish by fine 
aid imprisonment, any citizen coming from any other 
slate, with the intention to question the validity of 
Ws which assume the right to imprison, to whip 
sid to Sell the freemen of the jJatier, without hear- 
3, rial or the allegation of any crime. 


































































































ln former times, as between independent states, 

ie assumption of powers far more circumscribed 
han these, would have been met by the resort to 
arms. But Massachusetts is too well aware of her 
Ouiigations, to endeavor to seek redress in any man- 

fe Which the constitution of the United States and 

ge ° advancing spirit of Christian civilization would 
dike condemn. She will not give loose to a spirit 
“retaliation, which the offence might well justify, 

hor even udulge in Janguage of recrimination, that 
Would Ul become the disposition she seeks to culti- 
a saa ards her sister states. Jt may be that, in 
ace which mark the progress of the nine- 
b as entury, she will differ from many of them in 
bot ae of adhering to principles of vital impor- 
,.- 0 human liderty, but she will do so calmly.— 
Whe steadiasl in the maintenance of her own 
This 2 she will not seck needlessly to attack theirs. 
_. €atauest appeal to them shall not be soiled wich 
4, Welt EXpression which*would ever cause a just 
bl to the remotest descendants of her citizens.— 
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danger to secure. 
rest only upon these immutable principles of justice, | 


the most reluctant heart 


of the first hostile act now complained of; a mr) 
cient time for reason to resume its sway, had the po- 
licy been the offspring merely of momentary alarm 
and inconsiderate haste. Instead, however, of re. 
laxing, the subsequent legislation has varied only in 
its severity. 
doubt, that South Carolina will not surrender her 
claim of the rfght to board the ships of other states, 





very for Jife, these persons, if she so incline, without | 
ships at ber ports. 


lonies, there is not found in the Declaration of Inde | 


proaches that of the acts committed upon citizens of | 
friendly states, by South Carolina, under this claim. | 
For they make of no account whatsoever the vital | 
principle which animated that, as it must every just | 
struggle of a peuple for freedom, the principle that | 
no man should be subjected to the loss of life, of lib 
erty, or of property, without the allegation of some 
offnce committed, and without being heard tn his| 
defence. When the representatives of the colonies, | 
in 1774, addressed their first remonstrance to the| 
people of Great Britain, they only declared that| 
“they held it essential to English liberty, that no 
man be condemned unheard, or punished for suppos- 
ed otlences, without having an opportunity of making 
his defence.”’ The idea that he could be condemn- 
ed unheard, without the necessity even of supposing 
an offence, never occurred tothem. ‘That was a po- 
sition which the most extravagant asserter of the 
British prerogative would not, in the face of her his- 
torv, of Magna Charta, of the petition of right, of | 
the execution of Charles, of the bill of rights, and 
the acts of settiement, have conceived it possible to 
assume. 

Had there been no peculiar ties of sympathy, long 
since created, to bind South Carolina and Massachu-| 
setts together—had they been merely upon the foot- | 
ing of civilized nations at peace with each other— 
these acts of the former, and the principles which 
they involve, could have been regarded in no other 
light than as intended to provoke hostility. And 
perseverance in them, after remonstrance on the part 
of the latter state, would justify retaliation, and even 
war. The recognized Jaw of nations is clear, that 
an injury either done or threatened to the perfect 
rights of a nation, or of anv of its members, and sus- 
ceptible of no other redress, is a just cause of war. | 
The only justification for her conduct that has ever 
been attempted by South Carolina, 1s the plea of ne- 
cessity of police reguiations to her own safely. But 
this plea, as opposed to the rights of other nations h- 
able to be affected thereby, 
be carried to the extent to which that state would] 
push it. Massachusetts denies her right, under any | 
such pretence, to arrogate to herself a right of juris- 
diction over the ships of Massachusetts, er con- 
demning her citizens without appeal, simpiy because | 
they are following an mnocent and honest occupa-| 
tion on board of those ships whilst lying in our har- | 
bors. She denies her right under such pretence, to} 
violate, at her sole will and pleasure, the perfect} 
rights of other nations, or of any of their members. | 
South Carolina may, if she think fit to press her plea, | 
depriv : the citizens of foreigu states of certain priv-} 
ileges upon her soil which comity would grant, but! 
she surely cannot justly claim: by it to board ced 
ships—to make disunctions among the crews of those | 
ships—to compel whom she pleases to enter her her | 

| 
| 


f 


ritory against their will—to imprison them in her 
jails—to force the commanders to give vonds to re- 
deem them, and tu pay the expenses attending their 
involuntary detention—to lash them, and to sell them | 
as slaves for life. These acts are‘acts of war. They | 
have no justification in the recognized intercourse of | 
Christian or civilized nations, intending to remain at} 
peace. They lead to the last appeal between sover-; 
eigns, and to nothing else. For it is the indispensa- 
ble duty of the nation thus altacked, in the persons 
of her citizens, to protect them in every manner pos 
sible in the enjoyment of their rights, both of persons 
and of property, she herself being the only judge 
whether it be advisable or not to resort to force.— 
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| entitled to all privileges and immun 
in lae several staies 


however potent, cannot!‘ 





This is a fundamental principle of every social com- 
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It shall claim for them the undisturbed enjoyment of| pact. In accordance with this established law of 
all the privileges which iheir ancestors braved every | government, Great Britain, 


which seldom negiects 


But that claim shall be made to, to interpose her arm for the securily even of ile 
| humblest of her citizens in foreign countries, felt her- 

of freedom, and of right, which, however smother- | self called upon to enter a formal complaint against 
ed for a time by the force of local interests or sec-| the extension of the operation of these same acts of 
tional passions, must in the end extort the assent of South Carolina over her subjects, visiting the ports 
'of Charleston in her ships. 
Five and twenty years have elapsed since the date with that state, but with the government of the Uni- 
ted States. 
of its treaties. 
and afterwards of Maryland. then occupying the re- 
sponsible post of attorrey general of the U. States, 
and entitled to high consideration as a legal authority, 
It must now be assumed as beyond a | down to this day, pronounced the complaint well. 
founded, and the acts complained of, an infraction of 
“the constitution, treaties and laws of the United 
in order to pick out from her crews whem she thinks; States, and incompatible with the rights of ali na- 
fit to suspect of evil inteistion, and to seize and ime: | lions in amity with the United States.” South Car- 
prison, perhaps to whip, and perhaps to sell into sla- | olina yielded; but, as if determined to show to the 
world that she conceded only to the danger of an 

being under the necessity of alleging against them! impending rupture, and not to the conviction of her 
any crime beyond that of their appearance in those| error, she only suspended the operation of her acis 
upon the citizens of a powerful foreign nation; whilst 
In the long list of offences charged upon the mo- | she persevered in executing them upon her neighbors 
ther country, as justifying the separation of the co-| and friends, whom it seemed less hazardous to wrong. 


She remonstrated, not 


She appealed to it to maintain the faith 
William Wirt, a citizen of Virginia, 


And thus it is, that. more than once, in the harbor of 


pendence one, the arbitrary character of which ap-| Charieston, citizens of Massachusetts have fonnd, on 


board of the ships of a foreign state, a refuge from 
oppression by their fellow countrymen, whieh their 
own ought, but was unable to secure to them. 


But superinduced upon these general obligations 
on all nations to respect the perfect rights of each 
other, there are special ones which South Co rolina, 
by the voluntary ratification of the constitution of 
the United States, as a common form of govern- 
ment, assumed towards the citizens of the other 
states, and among them to those of Massachusetts. 
Whatever may be the character of that compact, 
whether between the states or the people of the 
states, it should be a law equaliy imperative in its 
character upon ali the parties to it. Massachusetts 
is prepared to abide by it, as well in those portions 
which are onerous to her, as ta those from whieh 
she benefils. But when doing this, she expects, 
nay, she demands, the same rule of action from her 
sister states. She will never acknowledge the right 
of any one or more of them, under any plea what: 
above the obligation of 


which most nearly touch the privileces secured to 
her own citizens. [iis one of the provisions of the 
constitution, that the ‘er ef each state shall be 
ties of citizens 
its affirms that 
Dy the acts of S. 

She avers that her citizens are not allow- 
ed any privileges and immunities, who are seized, 
cast into prison, lashed or sold as slaves for life, 
without a shadow of crime defined azainst them in 
her own statute book. She denies that any thing 
ean be called a privilege or immunity, which is at- 
tended with so glaring a violation of the right of 
personal tiberty. She now solemniy, and before the 
face of Fleaven, charges upon South Carolina a de- 
liberate and palpable breach of that condition of the 
common compact, and she appeals to the sense of 
justice and of right, both of living and future gene- 
rations to answer, thal THE CHARGE IS TRUE. 


But had South Carolina any 
of her acts, beyond the tyrant’s plea; did she join 
issue with Massachusetis upop the question, who are 
the citizens of each state, entilled to enjoy the pri- 
vileges and immunities referred to in the constitus 
tion; did she deny that the persoas whom she claims 
the right to seize, to imprison, to whip or to sell, 
vithout question, although admitted to belong to 
Massachusetts ships, are Massachusetts citizens, 
there is provided for her under the compact to 
which she made herself a party,a grave tribunal, to 
which, in the last resort, every controversy between 
the states may be brought toa peacefulend. The 
constitution assignd to the judicial power of the U. 
States the province of deciding controversies bee 
tween two or more states, between a state and citi- 
zens of another state, or between citizens of difie- 
rent states. Massachusetts has taken every mea- 
sure possible to induce South Carolina to submit 
this question of the validity of those Jaws. so iar as 
they apply to her citizens, tothat power. ‘The great 
object expected to be gained by the employment of 
a special agent was, that ihe necessary measures 
might be perfected within the territory of South Ca- 
rolina, where only they could be taken, to procure 
an ultimate decision. Jf Massachusetts be wrong in 
ner view of her rights, she has no reason, from ihe 
constitution of that final tribunal, to expect a scrue 
ple of partiality in her favor to weigh tp arrest of 
judgment. Bul whether wrong or not, she has of. 


»  Massachuse 
this provision has veen set asic 
Carolina. 


justification to make 
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’ And she insists upon her right, un- 
der the obligations of tke common compact, to de- 
mand the assent of South Carolina to her proposal. 
It is one of the most solemn cousiderations attend- 
ing this coutroversy, that thatstate has been willing 


toentrench herself behind every technical obstacie 


to such a di cision; that her citizens, when called 


professionally to take the ordinary steps to forward. 
itin the federal courts, have all declined so to do; 


that she has now finally prohibited them from ac-_ 
cepting any similar trust; and that she has thought. 
proper to threaten with personal violence, in order 
to deter from acting, au individual sent from Massa. , 
chusetts todo what her own citizens have refused | 
todo. The evidence necessary to prove her intent, 
is then at last complete. It must be assumed that 
South Carolina now deliberately refuses to recognise | 
the authority of the federal tribunal. She sets her- 
self above the restrictions of the constitution, which 
she agreed to sustain, and perseveres in the execu-. 
tion of her will, at whatever cost. If it be once ae- 
sumed that the government of the United States has | 
noteither power or will to interpose, it becomes a 
grave question to consi er, whether the citizens of | 
Massachusetts can much longer remain bound by. 
their obligations to South Carolina, under the eom- | 
pact. Such is the legitimate consequence of the 
policy she has thought it proper to pursue. Massa- 
chusetts presents this view to each of the states, | 
without seeking to encourage any use of the unfor- | 
tunate liberty which it might be constrned to give. | 
It is true that once an allempt was made is the. 
congress of the United States to sustain, by an ela-. 
borate report, upon strictly constitutional ground, 
the position which South Carolina has assumed. 
And inasmuch as that state, though refusing to sub-' 
mitihe argument upon which it rests to the judg: | 
ment of the federal court, has taken the same zene. 
ral basis for the resolutions passed by her legislature, | 
it acquires a degree of importance which tay bring 
it within the notice of Massachnsetts. The argu- 
ment is, thut by the clause of the constitution, grant- | 
ing to ‘the citizens of each state all privileges and 
immunities of citizens in the several states,’ South 
Carolina is bound to extend to them only the same 
degree of privilege and immunity that she does 
her own population at home “under the Jike cireuta- 
stances.”? Hence it must follow, that if sie retain 
to herself the right to seize, imprison, lash, and sell 
as slaves ior life, without charging the commission | 
of any crime or giving them any hearing, any part of, 
her freemen, she may constitutionally claim to’ ex. 
ercise the same power over the freemen of other 
states “under the lke circumstanees.”? With all 
the inhumanity that ordisacily attends a code of 
Slave Jaws, there will scarcely be found in them any’ 
aulhority for such a proposition as this, and i! 
were, its publication in the face of «J 


0 . 
were 
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‘ol orm is used, in the clause of the constitution 
whe> | under consideration; for the terms ‘privi- 
~ > 404 immuniites,’ which are expressive of the 
object i tended to be secured to the e‘tizens of each 
siate in every other, plainly import, according lo 
the best usages of our lJanguage, something more 
than those ordinary rights of personal security and 
property, which, by the courtesy of all civilized na- 
lions, are extended to the citizens er subjects of 
other countries, while they reside among them. No 
one can, therefore, in the correct sense of the term, 
be a citizen of the state, who is not entitled, upon 
the terms prescribed by the institutions of the state, 
to ail the rights and privileges eonferred by those in- 





stitutions upon the hightest class of society,” &e. 

Upon a similar idea of citizenship, South Carolina | 
resis the declaration made by her government on the | 
sixth of December, 1844, in these words: 

‘Resolved, That free negroes and persons of color) 
are not citizens of the United States within the mean: | 
ing of the constitution, which confers upon the citi- | 
zens of one state the privileges and immunities of: 
citizens of the several states.” 

Massachusetts takes issue before the world with, 
South Carolina upon this position. She maintams | 
the definition to be false, the conclusion from it to 
be dangerous, and the resolve which rests upon it to 
be an essential perversion of the terms of the con 
Stitution which it purports to quote. 

Had the Kentucky court turned to the preamble | 
of that constitution under which it acted, in these’ 
words: ‘We, the representatives of the peopleof the | 
state of Kentucky, in convention assembled to secure | 
to all the citizens thereof, the enjoyment of the right 
of life, liberty and property, and of pursuing happi-) 
ness,do ordain this constitution,” &c.—would it 
then have ventured to maintain, in the face of the 
republican people of that state, that they meant to, 
secure the advantages spoken of only to ‘‘the high- } 
est class of their society. 

Did it mean to infer that because there may be 
free persons in a state, who do not enjoy all the pri- 
vileges and immunities conferred upon the highest 
her society, they are not eltizens, and ere 
tneretore entitled to claim none at all? Hence, that 
the state in which they Jive, may at pleasure seize, 
liaison, apder to be beatea with a lash, or sold into) 
slavery dor life, allsuch free persons, without the 
necessity of alleging against them the conmission of 
any crime? 

The court of Kentucky obviously meant to justify | 
no such inference. It construes the terms “‘privi-| 
leges and immunities,” im the constitution, “to im- | 
port something more than ordinary rights of person.’ 
al security and property which, the courtesy of all’ 
civilized nations extends to the subjects or citizens | 
of other states.” Butif this be at once admitted, 


yt 
Ciass Of 


{ 
| 


she recoghizes no distinction of rights between the two 

It is not, then, as ‘citizens of the United States» 
as the state of 8. Carolina pretends, bul because they 
are citizens of Massachusetts, that this stute clain. 
the guarantee of the constitution of the United 8 ates 
to protect her people against wrong in the harbors 
of Carolina. That instrument explicitly enough cay, 
that ‘‘the citizens of each state,”? not the citizens of 
the United States, for there are no such persons. ex. 
cepting as they are primarily citizens of some sinale 
ler body politic, “shall be entitled to alt Privileges 
and immunities,” not to be privileges, as the resoly, 
of South Carolina states it, “of citizens in the seve. 
ral States.” The citizens of Massach setts are ep, 
titted, in South Carolina, to all the privileges which 
citizens of South Carolina themselves enjoy. Why 
the precise extent of those privileges are, it is yp. 
necessary here to inquire, so long as it must be eo. 
ceded that they cover immunity from gross Wrongs, 
So long as South Carolina arrogates the right of 
seizing, imprisoning, whipping, and selling as slaves 
for life, any member of the social system of Mass: 
chusetts, without cause assigned, heating or trial, 
just so long is that immunity referred to in the cop. 
stitution, wholly set at nought. Neither is it mate. 
rial to the question, Wheat the social position of the 
oppressed persons may be in Massachusetts They 
do unquestionabiy every year exercise the privilege 
ef voting, conceced to all citizens; but if they di 
not enjoy it, they would be in no worse position, 
than are all women, or children under twenty-one 
years of age. On. this or any similar score, it is not 
within the competency of South Carolina to make 
arbitrary distinctions among her people. Itis enouzh 
that they are human beings, endowed by the deity 
with “‘certain natural, essential, unahenable rights, 


among which may be reckoned the right of enjoying 


and defending their Jives and Itberties.”? Massachu- 
setts contracted for their security, under the guar. 
antee of the constitution of the United States, and 


' Sonth Carolina has broken the contract, by setting 


it aside. 

The principle which South Carolina has assumed 
goes to this length, that she denies the right of other 
states to decide for themselves who are or are not 
their own citizens. She clains the power to distin. 
guish between them, to exclude from the title whom 
she sees fit, and to take from these at will all rights, 
privileges, and immunities, excepting, perhaps the 
right to life. If this construction of the clause in 


‘the constitution be for a moment conceded to be cor- 


rect, then has every state m the Union the same 
right to specify and limit the class of persons i 
other states whom she will recognise as entitled to 
privileges and i.nrounities of citizens within her bor- 
ders. Massachusetts, for example, might with as 
much reason deeide that none but the free negro of 
of South Carolina should be considered by herasa 









(ian how comes it that South Carolina can draw from it 


world would at once ve its condemnation. No. Free any justification for the depriving whom she may 


negroes are sale from personal harm, even in 


South | think fit, from other states, even of those “ordinary 


‘ ‘ - ope ° — > > “lod ye'tiay Y 
Carolina, so long as they obey the laws and commic rights which the courtesy of all civilized nations! sachusetts shou'd be so regarded withia bers, 


no offence. But the free negroes of AJassachuseti: 

are liavic, Whenever they come into the harbors of’ 
Carolina, in the vessels of Massachusetts, to be seiz- 

ed, cast into prison, whipped, and suid for slaves, 

notwithstanding that they may manifest ne disposi- 

tion whatever to touch her soil, or to commit the 

stuatlest act likely to draw down upon them a SUSpi- 

eion. Are, then, the cases paratiel even upon ihe, 
reasoning presented, and does South Carolina, by 

herowe construction ef the constitution, extend to | 
the citizens of each state all privileges and immuuni- 
lies Which she grants to her own, *tunder the like 
circumstances?” 

But the construction admitted for the sake of the 
argument, when analyzed, is proved fallacious to the 
last degree. [t has been made to rest upon a dc- 
nition of citizenship, nowhere found in the numerous 
works upon government which have usuady bees | 
recognized as aulbority during the Just century, but | 
drann from a judicial opinion of a court in the 
state of Kentucky. Itis due to the present ques 

lon to quule it entire, as itstands in the original, 
deience, 

“The term citizen ts derived from the Latin word 
civis, and ia iis primary sense signifies one who ts 
vested with the treedou and privileges of a city. | 
we go back to Rome, whence the term citizen had 
iis origin, we sliali lind, ta tie Hlustrious period ot} 
her republie, that cilizens were the highest class of | 
subjects lo wDum ibe jus civitatis belonged, and that | 
the jus ciylialis Conterred upon those who were in | 
possession of itali myhts and privileges, civil, polis | 
ticai, and religious. ‘When the term came to be ap-| 
plied to the inlubitants of a state, it necessarily car- | 
ried wilh it the same signification with reiercice ki 
the privileges of a city; and itis ia this sense that 
the terms citizen is believed to be generally, if not) 
universally, understood in the United States. This, | 


| 


' 


which they would have had without it. 


i volution, breathes 


| principles affirms, “ over:ment to be instituted for 


Oi sie sucial system, who, while contributing to its 


would extend to then’? The definition seems to! 
presume something more to be secured than the ab-| 
solute rights of strangers, “subjects or citizens of | 
other states.” ‘he conelusion drawn from it, not} 
merely gives them something Jess, but utterly de- | 
nies they any right whatever. The result of the} 
whole would seem to be, that a portion of the peo-| 
ple of Massachusetis, or the other states of the un-} 
ion, instead of gaining any new “privileges and im-| 

| 

| 


munities” by the adoption of the federal constitution, 


must have been aatually deprived by it of those 

Bot Messachusetts has learned the doctrimes of ]i- 
berty inno such schools as these. She claims to be 
arepublic, and not an aristocracy. Her constitu- 
tion, formed in the midst of the fiery trial of the re- 
spirit of the fathers of her 
freedom. tt deermres “all men born free and equal, | 
and having certain natural, essential aod unalienable 
rights”? The seventh ariicle of her declaration of 


~ 


at 
ne 


the common good; tor the protection, safety, pros- 
perity ard happiness of the people; and not for the 
profit, honor, or private interest of any one man, 
lumily, or class of men.” ‘The tenth says that each 
“individual of the society has a rightto be protected 
by it,in the enjoyment of his lite, liberty and pro- 
perty, according to standing laws. He ts obliged, 
consequentiy, to contribuie his share to’ the expense 
of this protection; to give his personal service, or 
ai equivalent, when necessary.’’ There is not a 
vor ta itabout “the highest class of society.’’ Ci- 

4 osnip, according to it, embraces all the members 


burdens, earn the right to ils pretection. ‘Hhe duly 
vi ihe state is imperative to shield ageinst wrong, 
the humbiest of its members, not jess than the 
proudest. So far us her constitution is co:cerned 





that state may be made more cou plete. 


citizen of that state, entitled to the privileges and 
‘immunities of citizens within her limits, as South 
| Carolina does, that none but the white man of Mas 
Tue 
power and the right of one state to make sueh a Je- 
cision is co-extensive with that of the other to make 
an opposi‘e one. Both make the guarantee of the 
federal constitution void and of no etlect. Both vest 
the power of meking vexatious distinctions and pre- 
ferences in the very hands out of which that instru: 
nent obviously intended, for the sake of the general 
peace, to take it, Muassachuseits has not, on het 
part, ever claimed any simuar right, She sub 
mits to be bound by the paramount opligation of the 
common compact, but at the same time she re 
quires that other states in the same position will 
equally submit, and she demands that the state 
which denies that obligation, in points onerous 
herseif, should cease to urge the perlormance, by the 
rest, of those conditions by which she only Is to 08 
benefitted. 

But not content with a simple refusal to ackno 
ledge the validity of any rule of reciprocity betwee? 
states, whether that ruie be laid down by the general 
law of nations, or by the special conditions o! 4 
written contract, South Carolina has thought it ve- 
coming ber character as a civilized communily ¥ 
vent her indignation upon one respeetahte citizen 0 
Viassachusetts, who veritured to undertake the nee? 
ple duty of entering her territory, for the purpose ol 
forwarding the necessary jegal measures to obiain 
an adjudication of this controversy im Wc federa 
courts. She has chosen to order his expr Iston irom 
it, and to accompany ber order with a wilful misres 
sreseutation of the character in which he cnet 
She has chosen to aflix penalties to the attemple 
performance of any similar trust hereafter. I gt 
are facts which the laws and recorded resolutions © 
her Jegislature place beyoud the reach ol denial. 
Massachusetts will notice thei in this connes™ 
only that the sketch of ihe p luciples aud oer 
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’ » for which Mr Hoar was sent to South Caro- 
8 


Union, cilizens of this commonwealth, visiting those 

‘as to test the diisposition of that state to sub | states for purposes of business, or driven thither by 
Jina, v2 iditions of the constitution of the United | misfortune, often have been, and continue to be, 
mit t0 ee 7 it has been fully answered. In other; though guiltless of crime, cast into prison, subjected 
States— : 





“ey material consequence. The dignity of| very, th refore, 
js 0 


husetts can never be tarnished by © simple| Resolved, That it is a paramount duty of Massa- 

Masse adherence to the line of her positive duties. | chuseltts, to protect her citizens in the enjoyment and 

ant te could ‘be heightened by retorting acts or| exercise of all the rights to which, by virtue of thei> 

f impotent violence for an equally impotent | citizenship, they are entitled. 

| Resolved, That this legislature hereby protests 

There remains, however, one more duty to he per- | against the Jaws in question, as invading the sacred 

4. However confident Massachusetts may be | rights of citizens of this commonwealth, as contrary 

at be preceding course has been in every respect | to the constitution of the United States, and in utter 
ina @ 


Neither 
words 0 
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. ifia . . i hd . 20 ; f > 
ie opinions of mankin! would seem to require | law. which presumes every person to be innocent 
or the ; 


g brief recapitulation of her several acts, in order, until proved guilty. 
that a full and clear judgment may be formed as to the | ; neato dls 
vestion, Which of the two governments most nearly , ever it shall be made to appear, to his satisfaction, 
cri the line that Christian principles, and the 'that a citizen of this conmonwealth is imprisoned in 
artery of modern civilization would prescribe. another of the United States, on suspicion of being a 
if there be any force in the coneurring sentiments | 7% : i 
of all quthorities upon the nature and end of govern- son, Whose duty it shall - to prveure bi baie 
ment, there is no principle more clear than this, that. proofs in the case, to proceed, if oe one In the 
ts the indispensable duty of a state to do every- | Opinion of the governor, to the state where th A 
thing within its power that may protect its gnembers | dividual is so imprisoned, to lay the as ark r sea 
avainst wrong. This is a fundamental principle of | the proper authorities, and having Obiained the re 
the social compact. Massachusetts could never dis- | lease of the said individual, to bring or canse hin to 
regard it, with impunity to her reputation, so long | be brought to a place of safety; and his ex “el ency is 
asa palh of living li<ht shall remain marked out for’ hereby empowered to draw his wa rant on the 
her in the first part of her own constitution. Found- | treasury of this commonwealth, to defray the expense 
ed upon the basis of equal rights among the mem-| thereof. 

bers of her society, it was not for her to be outdone | 


the gverament of a monarchy, which acknowledges | executives of the several states of this Uuion, and to 
nosuch equality. Yet Great Britain had remon- each of our senators and representatives in the twen- 
strated against the oppressive character of the laws | ty-sixth congress of the United States.” 

of South Carolina, upon her subjects, long before | 

Massachusetts did, and, what is more, she obtained a! 
suspension of their operation upon them, which Mas- | 
sachusetts has failed to do. What the cause of the) 
diference in the treatraent of the two states could | 
Bhave been is difficult, at this time, to pointout. It| 
may have been owing to the conciliatory temper of) 


Such was the first declaration of Massachusetts 
upon this subject. Jt recognized its own duty—it 


other states, so far, and so faronly, as they iajuri- 
ously affected the undeniabie rights of its own citi- 
zens; it authorised measures to be taken to relieve 
: , | the sufferers. Further than this it did not go. It 
the Jatter, whieh induced her to bear fora time iM! denounced no one, it insulted no one, it threatened 
silence rather than to hazard a dispute with a sister | none. Respectful in language, and strictly defen- 
siate. The eciiizens of the state, whose rights were | sive in its tone, it rested upon the hope that some- 
jattacked early, remonstrated, and were only deterred thing would yet be done, by the voluntary act of the 
from pursuing the question in the federal courts by! Giunding states, to renedy the grievances complain- 
the remonstrances of a judge of those courts, who | ed ot. And to the end that they might de informed, 
assures them that the evil complained of was only tem’ it directed a transmission of the remonstrance to the 
porary in its character, and would be remedied by | other states. 
the voluntary act of the state courts themselves.—| << dips A Ne a 
Such was not, however, the result. "Those courts, | Pree years more were ogee ts wd pass—a period 
hen appealed to, sustained the validity of the laws, | of time sufficient to test the effect of this first re- 
and technical obstacles defeated a decision of that! Spectful remonstrance, No measure of relaxation 
of the United States. But William Johnson, him- | ¥88 proposed in any quarter. The resolves remain- 
self'a native and citizen of South Carolina, and) ed utterly unheeded. In the meantime, however, 
tien the judge of the supreme court of the Union, | citizens of Migssachusette continued to suifer as be 
glready alluded to, did not hesitate, upon the general | fore. And it became manifest that new easures 
merits of the question, to pronounce the decided opin- | were .absolutely necessary to prove that the siate 


constitution.” and “implied a direct attack upon the | solemn and fundamental principle of her political 
sovereignty of the United States.” faith. The only course that remained open was to 

So loag as sentiments like those could be heard | endeavor to bring the question before the only tribu- 
and tolerated in the heart of Carolina itself, as ex-| nal competent to decide it, the supreme court of the 
Bpressed by distinguished jurists, there was reason to! United States. 


Whose ears are always deaf to the ea!ls of humanity | suming responsibility for (he expense of the suit, the 
or justice, would pass away with the memory of the| !esislature, in the year 1542, adopte 

events that oceasioned them. But fourteen years} Pesvi¥es: : ; ol) 4 
elapsed. The judge who had been so candid, in ex- ‘“Resouves relating to the imprisonmeut of citizens 
pressing his convictions, was removed from the | Of this commonwealth in other states: 

sphere of human action, and left no echo of his voice! 
behind him. And the apparent success of Carolima,, Massachusetts, by the authority of any other state in 
M1 Waintaining her policy, tempted many of her sis-! the Union, without tne at.ecation of the commission 
er states io fullow nee example. A few of them,! of any crime, and soleiy ou account of his color, is 
mYuilst adopting her system, were careful to avoid| a gross violation of the federal constitution, as well 
* het errors, Others were Jess regardful. But it is] as the principles of rational hberty. 

' the states of South Carolina and Louisiana that 
Massachusetts has the most cause to complain, be- 
aus€ 11 is Lo the ports of Charleston and New Or-| prisoned as aforesard, and it shall appear to him, by 
“ais that ber ships and citizens most resort. Yet,| representation under oath, wade by any creditable 
lolWithstanding tnat aggravated cases of wrong, en-| person, that such citizen, so imprisoned, ts held in 
ured by them, were oceurring every year. it was! prison on account of his colue only, it shall be the 
ol unis 1836 that petitions were addressed to the; duty of the governor forthwith to take all suitable 





ty lien the great anxiety to avoid any unpleasant} 
‘sion with her sister states, Jed her to postpone 


elon upon them for three years more. But her 


charged from his imprisonment, and the legality of 
such imprisonment to be tried and determined by the 
courts of the United States, and his excellency the 





ar r . ‘ 
id seeing tial the perseverance of South Caro-; the commonwealth, to defray any reasonable and ne- 


“a and other states ‘in their aggressive policy was) cessary expense; thereby incurred. 
3 longer to be doubted,*she directed the follow-| Resolved, That his excellency the governor be re- 
be mmonstrance to be recorded upon her statute; quested to transmit a copy of these resolves to the 
’ governors of the several siates, to be commurficated 
t Resolves concerning certaiy iaws of other states, 0 the Jegislatures thereut.” 
Which affect the rights of citizens of Massachu-} The hopes excited by the adoption of this measure, 
wee . that the question of the validity of these Jaws might 
Vhereas, under the laws of severe! states in this! be carried up to the federal court for adjudication, 
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‘praved vain, for the reason that 


Ct | 
the action that has been had upon the agent| to onerous fines, and in many instances sold into sla- 


ble in this controversy, yet a decent respect | derogation of that great principle of the common. 


Resolved, That his excellency the governor, when- | 


islave, is hereby authorised to employ a suitable per-— 


| Resoived, That his excellency the governor be re- | 
in earnestness for the defence against oppression, by quested to transmit a copy of these resolves to the) 


calmly aud mi'dly remonstrated against the acts of | 


ion that the sets complained of “trampled on the| was not disposed to surrender, without a strugz!e, a, 


Jn tne confident expectation that | 
. . . ; i a rf < 1; 4 Ce ie j , ; a a ' 
hope that these aets, originally the offspring to fear, | this might be readily accomplished, by simply as-| 


: “ts 4 
the supjolued 


Resolved, That the imprisonment of any citizen of | 


Resoived, That whenever his excellency the gover- | 
nor shali be applied to in behalf of any citizen im- | 


legislature invoking the mterposition of the state.—j; and proper measures to cause such citizen to be dis- | 


U ma . : 
WY Was not the less distmetly iaid down before her,| governor may draw his warrantupon the treasury of | 
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the sufferers unde? 
tiem could not hope for any aid upon the spot, to 
make themselves heard in Massachusetts, through 

Ube bars of their prison house. -Those of them who 
were forttmate enough to be attached to ships, pte fer- 
red to follow them, rather than to run the risk of 
being Uetained to await the resuit of a difficult suit, 
_without any protection from the laws of the state in 

which they were, and those who were not so fortu. 
nate were scarcely likely to be ever heard of again 

as freemen, to make any complaint whatsoever: It 

‘soon became clear that another efloit was necessary, 

,of a different kind. And still obeying the clear ob- 

iligations of her oovstitution, Massachusetts once 

more went forward in the cause of the defence of 
her etiizens. Upon the petition of a large number 

(of most respectable citizens, that a new attempt 

might be made, having for its object the employment 
of high professional assistance in the ports of 
Charleston and New Orteans, in behalf of the suf> 
ferers, and for the sake of promoting a decision in 
the courts of the Uniie! States, the following re- 
solves were adopted in 1343: 

‘“Resonves relating to the imprisonment of citi. 
“zens of this commonwealth in other states: 

Resolved, That the perseverance of many of 
the states in the Union against all remonsirance 
on the part of Massachusetts, in seizing and impri- 
souing her ciuizens, without the allegation of any 
crime, is calculated to weaken the confidence which 
sie hasin the good disposition of those states to 
maintain their engagement to the constitution of the 
United States inviolate. 

Resolved, That bis excelleney the governor, with 
the advice and consent of the council, be authorised 
to employ an agent in the ports of Charleston, in S. 
Carolina, and New Orleans, in Louisiana, for a term 
of time not to exceed one year, for the purpose of 
collecting and transmitting accurate information re- 
specting the number and the names of citizens of 
Massachusetts, wiio have heretofore been, or may be, 
during the period of his engagement, imprisoned 
without the allegation of any crime. The said agent 
shall also be enabled to bring and prosecute, with the 
aid of counsel, one or more suits in behalf of any 
citizen that may be go imprisoned, at the expense of 
_ Massachusetts, fur the purpose of having the legali- 

ty of such imprisonment tried and determined upon 
in the supreme court of the United States. 

Resolved, That his excellency the governor be an- 
thorised to draw his warrant to cover any necessary 
expenses incurred 1 carrying Into effect the forego. 
ing resolves, afler the same shall have been audited 
and allowed by the counci!, to be paid out of the 
pubdlie treasury.” 

The object of these resolutions was two-fold.— 

First, to gather some facts, by which a judgement 
might be formed, how extensive the practical evil, 
so far as it affected citizens of Massachusetts, actu. 
ally wos, Secondly, to secure the long cherished 
‘purpose of trying the question of the validity of 
these laws before the constitutional tribunal. In ore 
'der to carry out the Intent of the state, the gover- 
nor, for the time being, comuimnicated with gentle- 
nmen of professional distinction, residing in the spe- 
cified perts, and solicited them to assume the trusts 
‘thus conferred. They, without exception, declined 
to act. It became evident, that so far as citizens 
'were concerned, who where under the inBuenee of 
public Opinion in taeir respective states, there could 
/ be no hope of co operation. But, up to this time, 
the state had interposed fio direct obstacle to the ex- 
ecution of the design of Massachusetts, nor had it 
declared its deternsination to rearst it. One more 
opening then remamed, which might lead to an ami- 
feable result. The duty of Massachu 
‘tinued imperative, to leave no act 


setts stull con- 
undone which 
jcould yteld a reasonable hope of protection to her 
‘people. It was, therefore, determined that a citizen 
‘of Massachusetts should be sent at once to take the 
necessary measures to promole an amicable appeal 
vf the controversy to the highest triovunal of the 
Union, and to test the disposition of South Caroli- 
na toecontinue bound by the terms of the constitu- 
tion of the United States. This was done bv one 
i further and last act of legislation. In 1844, a new 
resolve wus passed in these words: 


“KesoLve concerning the imprisonment of eiti- 
zens of thts commonwealti in other states. 

Resolved, Viiat his exceilency the governor, with 
| the advice aud consent of the council, be hereby au- 
thorised to employ an agent for the port of Charles- 
lon, Wy South Carolina, and an ageut for the port of 
New Ovieans, whose duty it shall be to reside in 
sald port, for a term of time not exceeding one year, 
for the purpose specified in the resolves relating to 
this subject, passed on the tweaty-fourth of Mareh, 
jin the year one thousard eight bundred and forty- 
‘three. And that his exceliency the governor be 
‘liereby authorised to draw his warrant ty cover any 
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necessary expenses incurred in carrying into effect 
this or the aforementioned resolves, after the same 
shall have been audited and allowed by the council, 
to be paid out of the public treasury.” 

Under the authority conferred by this resolve, the 
governor of ihe commonwealth appointed Samuel 





Pn 


Hoar, a respected citizen of Massachusetts, the agent, 


for the port of Charleston. to perform the duty spe- 
cifically assizned him, and no more. The gentleman 
repaired to Charleston, endeavored to commence up- 
on his task; and, simply because he attempted so to 
do, was driven, by threats of personal violence of a 
mob, from the territory of South Carolina. And the 
legislature of that state subsequently sanctioned the 
acwof the people, by recording on her statute book 
an order for the expulsion, as a dangerous emissary 
of sedition, of this single, inoffensive, unarmed tan. 
And the same legislature has passed a law, making 
ita highly penal offence in any person, whether ci- 
tizen or stranger, ever to attempt the like again. 

The pacific ohject of Massachus@tts was not at- 
tained by this result, it is true. But the failure was 
absolutely necessary to be shown to the world, be- 
fore her duty was entirely fulfilled. It is now clear, 
beyond the possibility of contradiction, that South 
Carolina denies the authority of the constitution of 
the United States, annuls her obligations under it to- 
wards one of her sister states, arid refuses to abide 
even by the rules of comity that govern the pacific 
intercourse of civilized communities. 

And now, upon a review of all the proceedings of 
Massachusetts, she challenges the world to show that 
she has done any act, in connexion with this subject, 
which it was not her indispensable duty to her eiti- 
zens to do for their protection, or which any state 
has a just right to complain of her for doing. Ne. 
ther has there been a word placed upon her statute 
book, which she has occasion to regret. Her re- 

-monstranece has been grave, respectful, reasonable. 
Her measures have been moderate, strictly lawiul, 
conciliatory, ina spirit of truth and peace. Q tes- 
tions like this must go into the history of the age 
they must be finally tried by a standard which the 
passions of a moment, however potent, will never 
reach. Let posterity decide whether South Caroli- 
na will be entitled, with any justice, to say thus 
much. 

Theve is, however, above and beyond all the con- 
siderations heretofore presented, one to which Mas- 
sachusetts now earnestly invokes the attention of her 
sister states. “ihe compact formed between them al), 
by the federal constitution, is the living and shining 
iestimony of the nineteenth century to the trath of 
the theory of Jiberty with law. She adjures them 
not to favor any couree of action which must ulti 
mately show ita solemn lie. She adjures them vot 
to permit a case of injury to the rights of the peuple 
of any state to find no constitutional mode of redress 
whatsoever. 





to citizens of any other; if she refuse to listen to re- 
spectiul remonstrance, long and patiently continued; 
if she deny the authority over her of clear stipula- 
lions in the contract to which she voluntarily con- 
sented; if she set herself beyond the reach of tribu 
nals specially appointed to decide upon controversies 
between the states; if she treat with insult and con- 
tumely the bearer of a simple proposal to promuvie 
an adjudication of the dispute, and if she threaten 
with the terrors of the law all persons who seek to 
repeat it hereafter, then is it plami that so far as that 
state is concerned, the onerous conditions of the con- 
si.tution have no longer any binding power over her. 
‘She congress of the United States having tolerated 
the doctrine in official form, that “they have no 
means of allording relief,” and that ‘the states which 


enacted them are alove competent to strike these | 


laws from their statute book,’ andthe arm oi the 
federal judiciary having been paralized, in this s- 
stance, within the territory of South Carolima, it ap- 
pears plain if the general government, contrary to 
iis obvious duty, and to the neglect of rights guar- 
anteed by the constitution, should continue to sustain 
the position heretofore assumed that Massachusetts, 


If one of the states constituting this | 
Union, assume to place herself in a hostiie attitude | 
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evils than those which she desires to remedy. She 
cheerfully acknowledges that patience under the in- 
fliction of this gross and glaring wrong, is her present 
duty, not towards South Carolina, but towards the 
pacific states. But the same duty impels her, in the 
most impressive form, to record her protest against 
the cofamission of that wrong. She will follow ro 
example of violence that may be set to her. But if 
the assimptions, for the moment successfully made 
by South Carolina in this instance, should be répeat- 
ed, and other states, deluded by her example, should 
insist upon the execution of all the conditions of the 
constitution advantageous to themselves, whilst they 
refuse tocomply with the less favorab‘e ones, it is 
scarcely necessary for Massachusetts to repeat the 
prediction of the Iearned jurist of South Carolina, 
that ‘retaliation will follow,” and all the other and 
worse evils that come in its train. The most admi- 
rable form of government which the wit and patri- 
otism of man ever devised to develope his energies 
and to promote his happiness, must become the yic- 
tim of his lawless passions. Massachusetts will do 
nothing voluntarily to hasten so deplorable a result, 
or rather she will sacrifice much toavert it. But 
she will do her duty to her people, whether in the 
less or the more favored condition of society. She 
will never relax in her demand of all the rights 
which belong to ber as a state and a member of the 
Union, or in the exertion of her utmost energies in 
support of the undying principles of justice and li- 
berty among men, the base of her social edifice, ce- 
mented in the blood of many of its founders, as they 
are the pride and the honor of modern civilization. 





STATEMENT OF HON. H. HUBBARD, 
THE AGENT OF THE STATE OF MASSACHUSETTS TO 
LOUISIANA. 








To his excelleecy George N. Briggs, governor of the 





Commonweailh of Massachusetts. 


Str: I arrived at New Orleans in the night of the 
Ist inst. and took lodgings in the St. Louis Hotel en 
the 2d. 

On the morning of the 3d, Jacob Barker, esq. call- 
ed on me, in company with four other gentlemen, 
whom he introduced to me as persons of the first 
respectability in the city, and some of them de- 
scendants of ancient French families; gen. Pierre, 
of the senate and convention, ex-mayor Pierre, 
, and general Downs. Mr. Barker then stated 
that he received my letter, with its inclosure, through 
ihe post office that morning, and after rending them, 








| 





and every other state aggrieved, will be denied any 
remedy unless it be by throwing herself back upon! 
ihe original inherent rights of her citizens to defend 
themselves. It becomes, then, a solemn question to 
decide, whether South Carolina, which has wilfully 
and deliberately defeated Massachusetts of a legitir 
inate use of one of the provisions of the compact, 
designed to yield to the citizens of the latter that 
protection against wrong which they have a right to 
demand, has not voluntarily forfeited all title to in- 
sist upon the execution, by the citizens of Massa- 
chusetts, of those other provisions by which she pe- 
culiarly benefits? Massachusetts reserves her deci- 
sion upon this point. Her obligations to the remain- 





he went immediately to confer with governor Mou- 
ion on the subject referred to in them, and found 
him in his office, where the gentlemen were. That 
the governor mentioned that he had received no 
communication from me, and hoped he should not 
receive any; but if he did he should not answer it or 
acknowledge my mission. ‘That the governor spoke 
of the nature of the mission, the excitement produc- 
ed by it, and said that he should not mention the 
agitating subject in his message to the legislature. 
That he wished him, (Mr. Barker), to cal! én me, 
and express the sentiments and feelings of the go 
vernor tome. That Mr. Barker consented to bear 
the message, if these gentlemen would accompany 
him, as witnesses to what he should say. He took 
that precaution to prevent any evil surmises, and it 
was perhaps the more expedient, as he had been 
formerly suspected of adviiionism. He then de- 
sired that they would express their concurrence or 
non-concurrence with what he said. He then expa 
tiated on the sensibility of the people in the stave 
states on the subject of abolition, and particularly on 
the police jaws relative to the introduction of free 
colored persons initio them. ‘hat my presence in 
the city ha caused great excitement, ard the more, 
3, after what had transpired at Charleston, it ap- 
peared like braving or provoking public feeling.— 
Phat any action on my mission would produce an 
excitement the consequences of which could not be 
calculated, especially on the part of the Freuch po- 
pulation, and could not fail of involving my personal 
safely, if not life. That he spoke from experience, 
as in one instance a high excitement was produced 
against him from his acting as attorney and counsel 
fora man claimed as a siave, but who asserted his 
freedom. ‘That, mdependent of considerations per- 
sonal to mysel/, it might be proper matter for reflec- 
tion, whether | ought to be instrumental in causing 
such an excilementas my stay must occasion. That 
the public mind here, and in the slave states, had 
prejudices connected with the subject of slavery, 
though never so unreasonable in the opinion of 
others, was a fact, and of the greatest practical im- 
portance? That they would only be removed by pub- 


ing states, and her duties to herself, forbids her risk-| jic discussion and information, which must operate 
1, by any hasty step, the hazard of still groatsr tradually and imperceptibly tu bo succeasfu—and 
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time was necessary to the consummation. He, th 
fore, advised I should leave the city immediate” 
and go to Ohio, a free state, and advise my ceo y 
ment to reconsider the measure; or, if | iechied * 
to advise, stay there until the excitement was oy * 
and in the meantime could make use of the , bh 
ey Pudlic 
press to remove the prejudices before alluded to, 

He questioned the propriety of a mission from 
state to a staie in this confederacy, as thouch thes 
were independent governments. ile also alluded t 
the law against interfering against the very !aw the 
operation of which my mission was to contest. 

On the other gentlemen being referred to, they all 
concurred freely. P 

[explained why I did not immediately commyy,. 
cale my arrival, &c. to the governor—becayse 1 
wished first to confer with Mr. Barker on the sub. 
ject, that I might act advisedl!y—as I was reeoy 
mended by a most esteemed ,t0 make him 
my chief adviser and counsel. I referred to the re. 
solves which created the agency which I was commis. 
sioned to execute. That the agency perhaps was not 
accurately understood. It was simply to enable op 
assist a cilizen of Massachusetts to avai! himself of 
lawful means for his liberation, when imorisoned 
without accusation of any crime. In a government 
of law, this would seem not to be offensive to any 
especially when done by a state, acting in pursuance 
ofa fundamental duty towards its citizens. The 
first resolve, as appears by its recital, did not pass 
untii remonstrances had been made in _ vain; nor was 
the second passed, authorising an agent from that 
state, until no agent could be procured who wasa 
resident in the state so imprisoning. There was, 
therefore, a two-fold necessity for the presentagency, 
It was nota mission to a state, in its sovereign or 
corporate capacity, any more than would be a com: 
missioner sent to take deeds, &c.—but only a mis. 
sion to be executed within the limits of a state, 
like any power of allorney or commercial enterprise, 
But it should seem that no umbrage could be taken 
at the agency in this case, as ail its transactions and 
claims are submitted wholly and absolutely to the 
law, the paramount law, of the place where it is to 
be executed. It isespecially difficult to realize the 
represented excitement among the citizens of the 
city of New Orleans, in consequence of a wission 
concerning, at most, it is to be hoped and expected, 
only a few individuals, when its immense interest in 
commerce is considered, for that requires that free- 
dom should be fully enjoyed by ail who are engayed 
in it. ‘The subject of the agency having been passed 
upon by the two legislatures, and su recentiy and 
deliberately, it would seem presumption in ime to 
propose a reconsideration of the measure. 

And [ further stated, and manifested, that my 
mission had no connection with abolition, or slaves, 
or slavery, at the south. Noremark was made by 
me on the allusion to the police law operating agaiust 
me, because | did not know its details, and it seemed 
absurd to consider a suit at law as the proper me.ns 
of commencing and carrying it on, as an infraction 
of law or civil misdemeanor. 

During the interview, capt. Bossiere, who went 
passenger from New York, in the packet with me 
to New Orleans, where he resided and was engaged 
in business, came in and stated thata large number 
of persons, several hundred draymen, &c. assembled 
la:t evening, (the 2d ist.) in the second municipa- 
lity, and that speeches were made, urging and 
threatening, with imprecations, violence to the Mas- 
sachusetts agent--to lynch him. That he spoke 
with great vehemence against such proceeding, and 
and his short acquaintance with the object of it 
dignation aud assault, which excited an influence, 
at the time of allaying the ferment and preventing 
action—for he was of Irench extraction, had served 
on the lakes and sea, at the Jast war, and gave em 
ployment to a great many persons who were at the 
meeting. He said that he concurred with Mr. Bat- 
ker, thaimy life was in imminent danger. 
On Mr. Barker and the gentlemen who were with 
him, leaving the room, he and gen. Pierre admonish- 
ed me, if | staid in the city, to make immediate 
communication to the governor, and also to the 
mayor, as a measure of safety. 

After they liad retired, capt. Bossiere, with the 
inost lively concern assured me hathought my life 
was in constant danger, and earnestly advised me ‘0 
take passage immediately for Mobile, and remain 
there until the legislature should meet, which would 
be on the next Monday. He referred toa young 
gentieinan, who accompanyed him now, and was 
also present with him at the mass meeting just mel- 
tioned, for his opinion, &c. and he evinced his con 
currence by his words and tears. Capt. Bossiere 
spontaneously offered to hazard his life in my 4° 
fence, should I be assailed. 
The foliowing are copies of my communications 
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to the gavernor and mayor. 
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“UMN, Orleans, at St. Louis Hotel, January 3, 1845. 
“Gin—lt is from motives of the most respectful and 
neiliatory Rature that Linform you, as chief magis- 

xd te of the state of Louisiana, of my arrival here as 

on agent in behalf of citizens of the commonwealth 

of Massachusetts, in pursuance of resolves passed by 
the legislature of that state. I have the honor to 
sit herewith copies of the same, that your ex- 


{ran A : ‘ 

eellency may, from your inspection and considera- 

ion, have certain knowledge of their object and 
’ 


ovisions, and that they are compatible and loyal 
io the constitution and Union. They do not call in 
yestion any sustitution in the state of Louisiana, 
but simply and solely relate to the immunities and 
nvileges of the citizens of Massachusetts. They 
do not assume any dictation whatever to the state 
of Louisiana, but submit all action under them, and 


all the rights claimed, to the paramount and govern- ! 


ing law Ww Lonisiana—namely the law of confedera- 
cy, Your excetiency will most readily and heartily 
concur that the immunities, and privileges of the 
cingens Of Massachusetts, and the regulation of 


commerce and navigation. among the states, by con- | 


gress, have no eoneeivable affinity to abolitionism or 
ctate rights. For otherwise the constitution of the 
United Slates is the express image and organ of 
both! A monstrous idea. against which Massachu- 
setts will contend as zealously and strenuously as 
any of the most yallant of her sister states, ] an 
persuaded your excelleney will entirely agree with 
me that it is idle, it is absurd, to charge that state, 
from any thing she has ever said, or done, with be- 
ing for the abolition of slavery by her own authori 
y,or agency, in any of her sister states, or for an 
infringement of their rights in the confederacy. No, 
she is contending, and only contending for a judicial 
trial and decision against the infringemeut, the abo- 
ition of her own rights and those of her own citi- 
gens, bol a particle, not a jot of the rights of other 
states does she aim or wish to destroy, She only 
wants them and herself to be governed by the taw 
of the confederacy, according to the constitution 
and the decision of the tribunals established by il, 
otherwise she and her citizens are cullaws. 

“With sentiments of the greatest respect and Cone 
sideration, | subscrive myself, your obedient ser- 
vant, H. HUBBARD. 

“To his excellency gov. Mouton.” 

“NM. Orleans, St. Louis Hotel, Jan. 3, 1845. 

Sin—It is from motives of the most respectful and 
conciliatory nature that T imform you, as chief of 
the police of the city of New Orteans, of my arrival 


B ticre as an agent in behalf of the citizens of the Com 


monwealth of Massachusetts, in pursuance of re- 
solves passed by the legisiature of that state. 1] 
transmit herewith copies of the same, that you may. 
from your inspection, have certain knowledge of 
their object and provisions, and that they are com- 
patible and Joyal to the constitution and union: in- 
amuch as they submit all action under them, to 
Civili process and judicial investigation and decision, 
they do not seem iiable to any objection in a govern- 
ment, where the judiciary is a common and uitimate 


Babiler of legal rights. With great respect, your 


obedient servant, Hi. HUBBARD. 
To the honorable Mr. Monracue, 


The mayor of the city of New Orleans.” 


Early Saturday evening, (the 4th instant), a gen- 
tleman called at my roum, for the purpose, he said, 
f having a confidential conversation with me. | 
lid him the person present, (Dr. Houghton), was 
a friend of mine, and therefore | should have no ob- 
Jction to hus he aring tt. 
remaining, unless alone with me, and that gentle- 
man left the room. He then gave his name, and 
“did (hat he came to state certain fasts and circum 
‘lances relative to the feelings and character of the 


eg particularly the French, but shguld offer no 
Nt 


wete as) of h imanity towards me. But he | 
<proudhe oa bis name should not be mentioned there | 
“es Viere by me. 1 expressed an unwillingness 
oo Assy myself to a stranger, until I had 
confide hat he chose to communicate, and he must | 
Woke fs iny acting a liberal part towards him. He | 
Bietion the feeelings of the people concerning my 
Ritics or on great excitability of the French on the 
x os Slavery, and their prpmpt and violent ac- 
inisen Alay He spoke of the mutual jealousy 
betntey « le citizens and the country planters and 
~ a nembers of the legislature; and that the citi- 
Bice pate a the charge of supineness and inditfer- 
™ ys pecause they dare not confide in the disere 
Pot be ee were determined that I should 
fit e city when the legislature met. He said 


gut he declined conversing | tiiithe morning of tie 4ih. 
| 
| 


jsense and sentiment in every portion of our great 





notice of my danger, his life wold be in danger, | 
and again requested and insisted that | should never, 
‘mention his nane any where. 
Between ten and eleven o'clock, word was brought | 
‘to my room that Mr. Genois, recorder of the city. 
‘wished to see me in the parlor. I[ immediately re-| 
‘paired thither. Mr. Genois introduced himse!f to) 
‘me as recorder of the city, and ‘ir. Soul and Mr. | 
;Coneau us city officers, as [ understool. He then: 
'stoted that, owing to circumstances, he had not, till, 
ithat day, learned my arrival in the city as the Mas-| 
'sachusetts agent. That on his returning home fron 
‘his office this evening, he had casualiy happeued to, 
be in the presenée and hearing of* fifteen gentlemen 
‘who were in conversation concerning me. That) 
one of thei, and the leading man, col. Downs, said 
'with great rage and indignation, that | lial been 
warned to leave the city the day after my arrival; 
‘that my remaining showed that F meant to stay and 
| prosecute my mission, in defiance of the warning 


land of the insulted feelings of the government and) i 


people: and with an oath, declared that he ‘*would 
'go and lyneh you.” Mr. Genois averred that he ta-: 
'terposed and pledged himself to come and have me 
leave or promise to leave the city immediate|y.-— 
That he came from the humane motive of © 
imy life, and no other; and if he had ao 
come and do so, [ might already have beoy 
ed. He, therefore, warned me of my d. 
icalled on me to promise to leave the city ius 
tely, and said unless I did, my life was not sate a 
‘moment. He appealed to Mr. Soul and Mr. Coneau 
for the correctness of what le said, and decidedly 
affirmed it. 

| acknowledze i could perceive no motive for his 
conduct towards me but humanity, but must beg 
leave to say, that I did not understand that the gen- 
tleman alluded to, who treated me with so mitch 
courtesy, meant to warn me to leave the city. Here 
i Mr. Genois and Mr. Soul vehemently toterrupted 
me—the latter saying sustaniially that it would be | 
of no use to talk about the matter. A gent'eman 
| who was near Mr. Genois, and appeared to be ac- 
iquainted with him, said in an under tone to Mr. 
| Genois, “hear him, hear him;’’—which, on my at 
itempt to proceed and being interrupted, was repeat- 
‘ed two or three times whea IT was allowed to say in 
| continuation, that they indeed mentioned the excite: | 
| meat my mission had oceasioned, and the difficulty 
oof fulfilling if, but left the matter to my discretion. | 
But I would fraukly admit that that, with other 
'evidences on the subject, had started a train of re-! 
| flections tending strongly to aconviction of iny mind, | 
ithat circumstanees beyond my control, prevented, | 
jand would prevent, my carrying out my mission to 
lany effect; but 1 cou'd not now state that it was 
‘formed, and therefore it would be premature for ine 
ito say I would leave. 
| Mr. Genois, with his associates then afose. He 


jnareqoes tosards me, and, evidently labered inde: 








strong emotion, thus expressed himself: ft was from 
|no motive but that of humanity taat [ came to warn | 
you of your danger. If you do not promise to leave | 
the city immediately, your life is not safe this night; 
| and if [ should take you into custody, Leoul! not 
protect you, for they would murder me in a moment; ) 
and if you stay here another night your life would 
certainly be taken.”? His associates confirmed what 
he said, and they all immediately retired. 

On the morning of the Sth, I wrote the letter to the 
governor, of which the following is a copy— 


‘New Orleans, St. Louis Hotel, Jan. 5, 1245 
“Sin—My note of the 3d, sent by the p» LO 
he delivered to hand, but left, as he.said, at the post | 
otlice, was not received, if atall, by your excelleucy, 
Your excellency will 
do me the favor to say, on any proper occasion, that 
did not trouble you with any thing concerning | 
myself personally. Nor have IT communicated to | 


i 
} 





any one out of this city nor tn il, any expression, 
stated to have beep ultered by any of its citizens, | 


d lon or advice relative to my action; and] could | threatening my personal safety. So that, hal ity 
judge, whether he could be influenced by any other | been fatally executed, it had, for ail me, died with |. 


, 


an instant, felt any trepidation or alarm. I have 
ever been convinced, that there was a conservallve | 


ne. I confess to your excellency, | have never for | 


community; and we afl feel that even the smallest 
thread of life helps to make up an irrefragable moval 
bond of union. Then, sir, how clearly did | 

high moral influence—which must pervade and pre 
vail in this city—in the courteous, humanc, and) 
even delicate manner, in which her citizens of the 
first respectability, conveyed their sentiments re 
specting my agency and the excitement it occasion- 
ed. I could not refrain expressing these sentiments 
to your excellency on reading the editorial in the 
Picayune of this moning, concerning conduct to- 
wards me and my agency. ‘Temper and moderation 


See a 
i 
| 





Was known that he had come and given me this 





will enable parties to agree, to difler—to acquiesce 


eR -——= 


| its impracticability and insecurity. 
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ina necessity that cannot be conquered; and they 
evince a determination, and a conviction of right, 
that nothing else can—they are fruitful of peace, 
which is the end of strife. With great respect and 
consideration, your obedient servant, 
H. HUBBARD.» 

‘‘Postscaipr.—Your excellency will please not 
uuderstand me as agreeing to my having expressed 
a determination, to remain here until the lezislature 


_assemDles, (with the view mentioned ia the Picay- 


une). Ihave no recollection of saying or thinking 
so. But f have said, that on being convinced that 
the mission must be truttless and of course produce 
only a useless excitement, | would decline acting at 
alt, and remove all cause of excitement, so far as it 
was occasioned by my presence, provide [ was left 
free to act voluntarily And so I irankly avow to 
your excelleney; and further, that { am fally con- 


vineed that the mission must be fruitless, and will 


occasion useless excitement, and J shall prepare im- 
inediately to leave, and return my commission to the 
source from which i originated.” 

At the time which was about noon, that Doctor 
Houghion was stepping from the hotel into the street 
to bear the letter to the governor, a gentleman whom 
i had before seen, and who had been long settled in 

iisiana, and hud held high public offices, as [ 

i been informed, entered. On my mentioning the 

tier, he was anxious that it should be full and. eX- 
plicit—-and especially a3 the people, or 
were then collecting on account of mv ageney, of 
which fact he came for the purpose of sivine ‘ts 
notice. | invited him ‘to my reow, but he deciined 
domg so, and said he should be unsafe ig it sic 
known that he had given me the notice, or if he was 
seen wilh me. He further gave it as his opinion 
that my satety required that L should leave the city 
without delay; in fine, that [hid no time to spare.— 
Do. HH pughton, whose Ife had been threatened. as 
a triead to the emissary, expressing his most decided 
Opinion In concurrence on both points, determined 
my mind. I therefure made that full and explicit 
declaration at the conclusion of the letter, and est 
avout acting accordingly. Settling my bills, and 


citizens, 


ner riap yrenmwari 4 les > , Pi ase * +s 
| Olherwise presaring to leave my lolzings, | foliowed 


my baggage to the steamboat James Madison for 
(‘ine a } ‘ 4 AnrTsa ra ? y+ . ° fad ° 
ineciatrati, and engased my passage. I left sooner 
than IT should have done but for this inlerview—but 
without that, to have remained in the eity over 
night, aller the notice given me, by Messrs. G n0i8 
as " Pe ‘ , : c ‘ ‘ = nie 
Sulll, and Canneau, could not possibly have rendered 
any direct service to the cause I was sent to ad- 
Yanece, 

gut, sir, independent of considerations of personal 


safety. at tt \ ‘tire ' ‘ . 
a@lety, at that puncture, [ was then fully convinced, 


,and am, on subsequent reflection, fortified in the 


conviction, that nothing could be effectually doae OY 
mein the ageney with which [ was charged. Tio 
characterize the mission “as ineflicient and unsafe 
affords but a vague and imperiect representation of 
| . A case occur- 
ring, calling for the agency to be put tnto practicat 
vperation, wouid sound the toesin of alarm to arrest 


the agent, and ali proceedings. No known wilness, 


,In favor ofa prosecution by the agent, would be 


safe; or ii so, relindile. 


Or! No counsel, residing in New 
rlioane 7 ”At ~'1ane 7 iil . Vue rey , 
Jeleans, in Louisiana, would have eugaged in behalf 


of a free colored ner s- ependenwte ai Ra P : 
. he: colored ps sO, pie ee: 4 Within the limits of 
Qt: » ara ,r en) . } . y 
the state, agai iif pront tory jaws of the state 
he P ‘afer a oly sit » te) j ‘oly 
iL do not refer to ihe resolve introduced into the Je- 
gisiature ati 


ure its present session, making the interfer- 
eanee wy farvar sire . ° 

snee in favor of such a person 9 penitentiary offenee 
mele rt . Pad not ara: nad adi cre bd _ = 

i for they do not create a new legal offence, but only 
denounce anew punishment; but were it otherwise, 


’ '?f ir . © ee ‘ ° $ 

puvlic sentiment, or the movocracy, would Supply 
thie ia Gainrnn bc dea cap ‘TT’; “el 

tne Geflorency of the taw. The law, the s2Verament, 


and the people of Louisiana were, and are, azainst 

ATs se a ' : - Pat > = 

21 MIssion. It w us, therefore, from a feelin ran 
oO 


tndiznant fecling, that a commission cooferr . 
aw. s. nimission coalerring more 


fthe power of the commonwealth of Massachusetts 
vas alone sufficient for the exigency, which caused 
me to make use of the janguage in my jast commu- 
‘cathon to tie governor of Louisiana, that | would 
“returo My Commission to the source from which 
it originated.”’ Because it was impossible to do the 
most lawiul and tumane service I was sent t per- 
forin, o to stay im the proper and designated place 
lor its performace, with any safety to my person or 
life, or that of avy one who should assist or hold in- 


| ‘ercourse wilh me, was what determined me to hase 


| (ca home.to resiga a sinecure which, for tts cause, 


sae anoualy,and, but for one other instance, with- 
outa paraile! in the history of the civilized world, 

I, therefore, respectfully tender the resignation of 
ny Commission, and subseribe myself your faithful 
and obedient servant, H. HUBBARD, 

To his exceilency George N. Baiaas. 

Nore—'The words im italics were added for ex- 
plicitness, on the advice of the person, alter referred 
LJ. 
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JSEIRONICLE. 

Rient or searcu. A Londen paper of the 3d inst’ 
status that the Duke de Broglie, was hourly expected 
from Paris, charged with a missionin relation to ‘‘the 
right of search.” 

Tixas ANN»xaTioN. The debate in the U. Siatesse- 
nute is nOw of luiense interest. Yesterday Mr. Mer- 
Rick, the retizing sevator from Maryland, who has here- 
lofiie generally acted with the whigs, made a speech in 
favor uf annexation, The prevailing impression to-day 
is, taat the anuexation resolutions will pass the senate, 
yet there is stull a doubt. 








Texas: Galveston dates to the 8th instant are re- 
ceived. e The Gaiveston News of that date intimates 
that if Colonel Bentou’s bill is passed by the U. States 
senace, “every true Texian will reject it wih contempt 
and indignanon.” 

Previous accounts had asserted that through the agen- 
cy of Mr. Donaldson, our charge at ‘Texas, the difference 
be! ween Preside: t Jones and Gen. Dull Green had been 
adjusted. ‘The News ot ihe Tia iisiant, says thot there 
is @ rumor afloat, trom the seat of government, to the eflect 
that General Duff Green lias been harshly treated by 
the executive of ‘Texas. No paruculars are given. 


Norru Catirornia, The New Yo.k Sup learns by 
a lever received in Bosion that Northern California, one 


of the states of the Mexican republic, was revolution. , 


ized on the I4th of November las’, and the Mexican 


governor, Gen. Micheltorena, shut up in the little fort at! 


Monterey. 
5 


Tus Presipent’s Maxston. A singular debate and 
course uf proceedings occurred in the house of represen- 
tatives this week upon the clause cf the general appro- 
priation bill for repairs aod furniture tor the president’s 
mansions Some of the party in majority relused to ti- 
cur the respousiulity of voting what was considered an 
advquate sui tor the purpose, others refused to vote for 
the appropriauon ai all, unless a decent sum was jnserted, 
At ove tine the apprepria‘ion was entirely negatived.-- 
It owed tis sucecss ultimately to votes from the other 
side of the house. ‘The Madisonian howev: r, deals ra- 
tier liarshly in the ainexed paragraph, wil the “semi- 
savayes in the country,” aid * barbarians in congress,” 
for their votes. Lt was st'anve language certainly, for an 
UO dieial Journal, as tollowe: 

* Too bad. Tie appropriation of $29,000 (wich would 
not be more than ball enough) tu renovate die presiden- 
lal mansion, aud put i ina comfortable and dece.t 
condiiivon, behing the chief magistrate of Us great n:- 
lion, hes been several ines rejecied in the house of re- | 
presentatives! Weare aware that there is a class of 
semi savazesin ihe cotniry, who, because they live in | 
dirty huts themselves, would be ready to censure the re- 
preseatative who would yute to place the president in a 
beter Condition than ther own; but we never supposed - 
they were safiicieitiy numerous to intimidate and de- 
grade any ieaber of congress down totheir ews level. | 
We hope the president elect, if be should be comp ed 
tu furnish the house at les Gwe expense, will never | e-- 
Mmiitany of these barbarians in congress to piace hick 
knees under his taahojany. 

Busixess craches. <A quiet, wholesoue bisine-s, 1 ec 
fram speculations, as 1s evinced by the stead:ae.s o! 
prices of produce and merchandize of ail Kind, bas been 
observable tor a considerable time, both here wad abroad, 
We ob-erve no alteration ta quotat onus, except of stocks, 
and they cawitinws to be atiected Uy the scandulous prac: | 
tives oi gambliag curried on in them in the larger citles. | 
stocks and lottery uckets are subsinuted for, of rater 
added ty, the taro table, aud families are ruined every 
week ju (heir vortex. Several luteresting Cases are met 
woned ia Uicinell’s last Reporter: Ove, a gertieman 
whe retired not long since on a fortune of $209,000 — 
tempted isto stuck “oneraiions’ as the term Is,—and ts 
now penniless 


‘THE SPRING TRADE is Commencing. Suine of the dis- 
taut imerchunis lave reacied the A.lantic cities, and will 
find an ample supply of goods weil assuried, aid al as 
they ever have been purchased. 


N. Yor’ custom house for the first six 
2,495 078 
1,832,325 


REVENUE a the 
weeks v! l344, was 
Du first six weeks ol T5140 





D ilerence 


Trapt, N. Y. During the thirty-six hours, commenc- 
ing on Saturday woeruing last, and ending on Moaday, 
at noon, no ie-s than S4 yessels entered the purt of New 
York—a larger under than was ever known to arive 
before in the sametmoe. Ot this number 12 were Sillps, 
12 barques, 26 brigs, « id 3t schooners 


bo2 7 15 


The N. York evorrespendent of the North American, 
writts on the Pubinsi: “Lhe errivals continue large. and | 
amount since my last to 3l sail, made up of 3 ships, 3 
| ques, S brigs, and 17 schooners. ‘The duties paid at 
fae enmrances at tie Custom house to-day have been | 
$154,000—a larger sum than tee whole of last week.— | 
‘The importaidous of the spring will be verylarge Ihe | 
freight list of the Ei Nuageur is L20U0, aid ihe O.reida | 
] ince ii proportion.” 


Moxty MARKET. The pressure fur money at N. York | 
hi is veel iess cuinplatine J of this week, aud hoes at very 
Sort dates are DoW Goue 2 SIX per Cent. again. 

‘i'be Madison ladiana Courter, states that the western | 

immers have not received by over one mitlion of dollars | 
is inuch ter pork this seasun, as they did last. 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—FEB 


ia bill 


{i Boston 1,132 houses; in mast Bos 
Bos.on 197—miaking a total of 3,625 houses, and anu exe 
' cess over the year 1843 of 607 honses. 
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requived by tie Company tor the purpose, is _ 
‘Tuey ask the state to waive the existing Hens on the! 


, Price, Moses Dauiel, . 3 
have been appointed a Ceiegation by the pational coun- 


/thuse intimately connected wih thew being 


ithe 15th inst, announces that Messrs. Lessig, Collins, 
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Boston to Liverpool, fresh. 
ted at a very moderate duty, and pays handsomely. 


Banx or Wisconsin. A final 
in regard to the exploded bank wf Wisconsin. 
charter of the ban is enu 
Tirwin, Esq, of Groen Bay, has been appointed per- 
| manent receiver of the mngtitution. 





Sreciz. The receipis of specie last week at N. York 


| Was $75,500, which rather exceeded the amount taken 
pou by the packets of the week to Murope. 


Srocks. A letter from New York says: “The stock 


isshown. Offers are made for large quauties of stock 


} 
market is very active, and a very wild speculative feeling 
| 


at 2 and 3 per ceut. above the ruung cash price for 30 
; | 


days time. 


Cortoy. The British ministry have unquestionably 
decided to abolish their import duty on cutton. Prices 
cremain.steady. Liverpool, January Ll. Uplands 45; 
'do. Mobile 443 do. Orie as 43;-—the same as oa the 4th. 


Sales of the week 23.000 bales, mucily to the trade.— | 


| Imports ot the week, 71,000 vales. t ' . 
/ "Lhe Manchester wade brisk, at prices slightly improv- 
ed 


itis!., brings intelligence that prices remain steady,— 
‘sales to the trade almost exclusively,—stock in the hands 
of cousuiners lower than usual. Speculators touch very 
cautiously. 

‘he N. Y. Express of ‘Thursday evening says: ‘‘Pri- 
vate letters give a more tavorable accuut of the cotton 
market than tue printed statements. ‘These advices 
have rather strengi:ea d our market, and bolders are a 
litle firmer, Several parcels have been sold to-day at 
fail prices.” 

IRON TRADE. The price of iron has advanced consi 
derably in Hoagland, owieg to immense orders from all 
parts of Europe for rail read iron. All the iron works 
are busily emyloyed. 

«The Apourroisr. Calvin Fat/bank, on being brought 


to trial last week at Leaingion, Ky. forabducting slaves, | 


plead guilty to ailtiree of the indictments, and threw 

inmeselt upon the clemency ot the jury. ‘he jury re- 

turned a verdict of five years to the penventiary on each 
—Indietment=-15 years in all! 


BALTIMORE AND Ouro RAILROAD. On 
the legis'ature of Virginia finaly passed an act, granting 
the right of way throught that state to Wheeling, on the 
Ohio. ‘There are so mawy resirictions however in its 


provisions, that itis very probable the railroad company 


/ Will not accept (f the boo 


The legislature of Pennsylvania are now considering 
which authorises the extension of the road to 
Pitsdurg. ‘Phey propose to attach some provisions to 
ther billalso. ‘Phe U.S. Gazette says: “We learn that 
the bourd of trade of tins ciiy, deem that such a grant 


by tie Jesisiature oughtto be attended with a eoudition, | of Virginia, and another verdict in favor of the will of 


that Pennsylvania shall have a rght to Connect with the 
roud wt some pointin Marylaud, or Virginia, or in both 
S dive. 

1844 there was built in 
n 295; and in South 


Boston. Daring he year 


Cnessrpeake Anp Ouro cana. ‘The house of 
Maryland have been 2 this week occupt- 
ed in the discussion of a bal proposed for the comple- 
tion of the canaito Cumberland. Ltis a matter of the 
deepest In erost to the state. ‘The sum agreed upon as 


$1,700,000, 


THE 


work, so far as to enable tie company to obtain the re- 
No new invulvement of the state is pro- 


quisic funds. 
posed. 
June Creroxees. Jolin Ross, principal chief, Rich- 


ard 
Walker, and John Spears, 
ei of the Coerckee Indians, and directed to proceed to 
this ery wihout delay, with fuk owers to negotiate a 
treaty that wil crobrace aud cetiie ull matters which are 
tween their people ard tie government of the 
‘L hese maulers, (Says ie Cherokee Ad- 

Nitile Weight comparatively to that 
government—, werful, aud weathy as 
are of incalculable manent tothe Cherokees. They 
iffect not merely theie pectintary interests, but aiso 
and pras- 
perity, and are such as justice, mtegrity, and humanity 
require should meet with prompt settlement. 


Oven be 
Uuied States. 
voeate,) alihougu 
she is— 
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Heavy CONTRACT ‘isville, Pa. Emporium of 
Daffaer Kearns, and Gayner, have contracted for sixty 
miles of the Morris canal enlergemeat, in New Jersey. 

Deatus. At New York, during the last week, 130, of 
which 42 were by consumption. 

At Philadelphia, last week 114, of which 31 were un- 
der one year, 3 were persons of colour; 17 died of con 
sumpiion. 

At Baltimore, 48, of which 9 were under one vear of 
age; 5 were free coloicd, and 2 slaves; 12 died vf cone 


Most of the pork sent east (in hogs) is. shipped from 
By this process it is admut- 


ecision has been made 
The 
entirely forfeited, and Alexander : 


Laier. The steamer Hibernia, with dates’ to the 4th | 


the 19th inst. | 


vee : > ? \ lies ; 2 =) Ss ' : 
Pavlor, Juun Luovey. Willa S. Coodey, AUlOn! ao rnible. 


— 


Se nen ve ae 


full Catholic chureh of St. Vincent de Paul. i, 
more, departed this life on the 17th instant, Be Ba 
mains now repose beneath: that monumey: ol I s er 
piety, watered by the tears of thousands tha will 
remember hit, ¥ 
Timothy Walker Fisk, midshipman of the U.S.» 
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at Philadelphia on the 16:h inst, a vietim to ‘emporg 


derangement. 


_ Tae &LECTRO MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH, between Wag 
ington and Baltimore is no ionger in operation a 
Prvpriation first made by congress having bees ex\y,,,, 
ed. It is impossible that the session will be allowed | 
puss withou: some action to furwarn th’s great iny t 
ton. ‘I'he New York: rs are busy constructing a |j, he 
conpect “up town” with “down town.” Wash; oe 
Should be connected with Boston by the time eyo 
meets again. oo 


_Later.—A motion made by Mr. J. P. KENxepy, gy 
Thursday lass, to insert 38,00) tor KEEPIN up ihe ‘ele 
graph between Washington and Baltimore, in iy io 
al appropriation bill then befure the house, afier same 7 
pusiuon, was finally adupied. " 


Frour. London, Feb. 3d. 1000 vbls. U.S. flour hay 
been sold at 19s. for export, while Canada is pot worl 
Over 262. to 27s. per bbl. free. 7 

Liverpool, Feb. 3. Flour in bond continues Cull af 
16sal7s., and sour 14sal5s per bbl. 

Inspections of the week at Baltimore 6567 bb's and 
263 half bbls. Prices. 431 for choice brancs. | 


Execrions for county officers, are now guing on ig 
the siate of New York. ‘The whigs asser that so far 
they gain on the last falls election, The Native Aimer, 
| ca.is of the city of New York have nominated Mr. Har 
| per for unayor. 


» the an 





‘ 





Tae Packer Surrs, United States, and England, ef 
Liverpool about the Ist December tor New York, wit 
valuable cargues, and have not since been heard trom. 
The si.ip Coromando frem Liverpool for Boston, with g 
| cargo msured in Boston at $200,000, sprung a leak atsea 
/and was abandoded on the 11th uit. 
| 


clusively triumpiant, we see was to leave New Yoru on 
the 20ih for Norfolk, to go inio dock, and substiiute Mr, 
Stevens’ old contrivance. How is this? 


Queen Vicroria, is said to be again 1n that condi ion 
| “in which ladies wish to be, who love their lords.” Tie 
British public may exclaim, 


“Whar! will the line streten to the crack of coon; 
We'll see no more!—and ye'.” 
According to private letters from Berlin, the Queen 
and Prince Albert will pay a visit to the Gernian cours 
'atan early day. 


| Tue RanpoLru WILL case. The will of John Ran 
dolph, of Roam Ke, efter another I ng trial in the courts 


{ 1821, has atlength been cetiled by ccmproniise. His 
| slaves,about 380 in numbcr, are liberated, & receive $00- 
| O90wages for this year’s wages. The remainder of the es 
| tate, estimaied at $100,000 (9 9125.900 is divided into 
five parts, iwo of which fall to St. George Rando'ph,a 
nephew, one toH. S:. George Tucker, one (to Judge 
Beverly Tucker, and the reniaining fifth to the children 
of Judge Coulter and Mr. Bryan. 





Sneep. A prospec! of wool in the west. ale of a 
fluck of thorough bred Saxouy sheep was recently nace 


at Medina, Olio; bucks brought froin $10 to $50 each, 
and the ewes trom $6 to $80. Jtis estimated that abeut 
74.000 sheep have been taken to the western 
past season. 


S$ ales ue 


THE stn, not the press, but the real Juminary iself 
has upon its disk at present a dark spo’, estimated to be 
ten thousand tuiles in dime:sion. Tt was firs’ o! svived 
on the 13th inst., near the eastern limb of the sun. [i 
vow near the centre. Five other smalier spots are us 
On the 15th of January fifteen spets eculd 
| be distingu'shed on the sunsdi-b. They are believed 
aperatures in ihe stin’s luminous atmosphere. 





‘ 


fie 
It appears from a repor!! 


PEAMBOAT DISASTERS. } 
cently made by the comrmiltee on naval affairs ol 
ho.i-@ Of representatives, that from the year 1830 to j>¥, 
eighty vessels were lus’ by explosions of sieanibel 
and seven bundred and eighty persons were killed, 
two hundred and ninety six wounded by these disasi(™ 
during the sane period of time,—ten years,—twenly ve 
verseis were destroyéd by fire, and two hundred and? 
ty five lives lost. 


ers, 
j 


qllu 


VALENTINES. Between twenty and twenty-five thot 
sand uf these missil sof the wicked httle bling dels 
were deposited ii tie New York post office on the }4 . 
inst. By the vid of upwards of two hundred extra penny 
posts for the day, some fifteen thousand of them er 
delivered. The price demanded fur these pretty alie® 
in the fancy stores varied from five cents to egh'y 
lars, according to style! are 

The New York American says—‘45,000 valen'ie 
have been delivered by the post office in, the cr'ys ad 
still they pour in—a_ perfect inunda jon of sentl ren 

YANKEE ENTERPRISE. A company of Bostonians wn 
established extensive rope walks at the port of Mere 
in the East Indies, which are worked by steam power 





sumption. 
The Rev. John ri’? ca, the prejectur of the beauti- 


: by ists 
THE YWO COMETS, Were in conjunction on the 1th! 


‘» | a distance of only 13° from each other! 

















































































Tue Princeton, U.S. sienmer, whcese experiments of 
the Eriecson propelle rs Was represented to be sv con i 


































ANNEXAT 
yas pervade: 
to the 
herevery 1 
For two wet 
been the foc 
med by pers 
ministers a 
nvernmernt 
and female. 
importance | 
plaquence, a 
ly never has 
he uncerlé 
yp to the las 
he utmost 
pyery reason 
ority waver 
more than O 
Mom the Ie 
New York, 
onsequent 
rom that ste 
{the Mary 
anks, whic! 
alein favo 
hnally ascer 
ithout the | 
modificati 
me of the st 
nnexation, 
wimere leg 
rving the { 
The resol 
fore the Se 
‘Resolved | 
he United S 
pagress dot 
d within, : 
exas, may 
tuieot ‘Tex 
adopted t 
nvention ¢ 
wvernmMment, 
pe of the st 
Sec. 2. A 
Mseiit OF 4 
Nand w 
First. Sa 
nt by thi 
al may ary 
tion there 
Dn by the 
lransmitte 
iaid befor 
‘first day 
V-81x, 
Second. | 
er ceding | 
és, and sj 
nS. barrac 
‘KS, maga 
my and m 
ving to s 
blic funds 
W be'ong | 
bli also ret 
Mg within 
debts an 
residue 











































































































Habilitie 
1d No eve 
Ze upon 
Whird. 
Cie Nt pr 
Slate, be 
mei be ens): 
tai const 
vl that [ 
Mules y 
" Compro 
MOF with 
tdmigs jy 
a propos 
‘Ad the al 
nd be is 

led State 
Nit most 
lotegoing 
Mire on | 
20ulate 
Pil resol 
nt reput 
°S, and vy 
hexi an, 
eu into 7 


Vel, } 















































